AGENDA
Historic Yorktown Design Committee
York Hall
East Room
301 Main Street, Yorktown
March 17, 2021
7:00 PM
NOTE: THIS ELECTRONIC REMOTE MEETING IS BEING HELD PURSUANT TO AND IN
COMPLIANCE WITH ORDINANCE NO. 20-11(R), ADOPTED BY THE YORK COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS JUNE 16, 2020, PERTAINING TO THE CONTINUITY OF COUNTY OPERATIONS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC DISASTER. THIS MEETING WILL BE CLOSED TO
IN-PERSON PARTICIPATION BY THE PUBLIC. PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS CAN BE MADE BY
PARTICIPATING IN THE ZOOM MEETING AND CONTACTING EARL W. ANDERSON AT 757-8903497 OR BY EMAIL AT ANDERSONE@YORKCOUNTY.GOV.

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. New Business
a. Discussion of Watermen’s Museum exemption
4. Approval of Minutes
a. February 17, 2021
5. Old Business
6. Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness
a. Application No. HYDC-193-21, David Bowditch, 702 Main Street: Installation of
sliding glass doors and windows on pavilion
7. Reports / Member Concerns
8. Adjourn

COUNTY OF YORK
MEMORANDUM

DATE:

March 9, 2021 (HYDC Mtg. 3/17/21)

TO:

Historic Yorktown Design Committee

FROM:

Earl W. Anderson, AICP, Senior Planner

SUBJECT: Application No. HYDC-193-21, David Bowditch, 702 Main Street: Enclose
pavilion with sliding glass doors and windows
Issue
This application, submitted by David Bowditch owner of the Hornsby House Inn, seeks
approval for the installation of divided-light sliding glass doors, French doors, and
windows onto the existing pavilion that was approved by the Committee on July 19, 2017
and is located at 702 Main Street. The pavilion is used for outdoor activities associated
with the private weddings and receptions that the bed and breakfast establishment is
authorized to host pursuant to the YVA (Yorktown Village Activity District) zoning
approval granted by the Board of Supervisors on September 16, 2014 (Resolution No. R14108[R]). The pavilion was constructed to alleviate the need for the temporary tents that
had been used in conjunction with numerous receptions conducted on the property since
the 2014 zoning approval (and which were authorized by that approval).
The proposed changes would enclose the existing northern and western open walls of the
pavilion with divided-light sliding glass doors, divided-light French doors, and dividedlight windows that could be retracted and open or close the structure to the elements. The
enclosure would consist of three (3) ten foot (10’) divided-light sliding glass door units,
two (2) three foot (3’) divided-light glass doors, an eight foot (8’) divided-light French
door, and a divided-light 43 inch window. All trim and siding are to match the existing trim
and siding of the pavilion.
Copies of the drawings of the proposed doors and windows and other supporting material
provided by the applicant are attached.
Pertinent Design Guidelines
The subject property is located in the Historic Core, as defined by the Yorktown Historic
District and Design Guidelines. According to County property records, the existing
structure was constructed in 1934 and, therefore, is considered to be a Contributing
Building (constructed between 1866 and 1945) making it subject to the standards set out
in Sections I.B and I.C.1. (pages 28-37) of the Design Guidelines. The installation of the
doors and windows should be evaluated in accordance with these provisions. A summary
listing of those standards, along with staff comments regarding compliance follows:
Standard
Site Planning and Landscape Alterations

Comments
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1. Views
New construction and alteration of existing
construction should be undertaken with appropriate
recognition of its impact on views toward significant
features and resources, as well as impacts on
views from those resources and other vantage
points. However, although such considerations are
important, they should not be deemed so
controlling as to limit the construction rights
accorded by the basic development standards
established for Yorktown.

The accessory pavilion is visible from Main Street.
Existing, mature landscaping exists along the eastern
property line and screens some of the view of the
structure.

Views from public rights-of-way to ground-level
utilities such as air conditioning units, trash and
recycling containers, and satellite dishes should be
screened using appropriate evergreen plant
materials or compatible, solid fencing as the
preferred approaches. In general, such utilities and
appurtenances should be located in side or rear
yards to minimize visibility. Other acceptable
alternatives – either on their own or in combination
with plant materials or fences – include the
construction of compatible outbuildings to house
such utilities, or the use of walls, provided they are
in character with the primary building or
outbuildings on the site.

No new ground-level utilities are proposed.

Architectural Additions and Alterations
1. Pivotal and Contributing Building (earlier
than 1945)
a.

Existing Materials and Features

Design features that characterize pivotal and
contributing buildings and make them unique should
be retained and maintained. Repair and rehabilitation
of such features is considered preferable to
replacement. However, where repair is impractical, the
feature should be retained by a replacement
constructed of an appropriate material compatible with
the element itself and the remainder of the structure.

b.

Design features of the principal structure are reflected in
the pavilion and the proposed doors, windows, and trim
match the existing structure.

Planning for Alterations and Additions

Each building should be recognized as a product of its
own time and architecture. Buildings should not be
altered to look newer or older than they actually are or
to include features that are incompatible with their
architectural period. Additions, alterations and new
dependencies should be designed to ensure
compatibility with existing construction in terms of
location, size, scale, color and materials and
architectural period. In general, alterations and
additions should be designed to harmonize with
surroundings and maintain compatibility in terms of
style and materials. The following principles should be
observed.

No changes are proposed to the principal structure. The
proposed changes to the pavilion are designed to be
compatible with the principal structure to include the
same window styles and design features.
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5. Façade Arrangement
(a) Windows, doors, and other exterior elements of
an addition should be arranged so that their
appearance is compatible with those of the existing
building.

The proposed doors and windows on the pavilion will
match the doors and windows on the principal structure.

(b) The arrangement of significant windows, doors,
and other façade elements on any façades of
existing construction that are visible from public
rights-of-way should not be altered. Significant
elements are those that help define the character
and style of the structure or that contribute to its
architectural symmetry or form.

No changes to the principal structure are proposed. The
proposed addition of the sliding glass doors and
windows will bring a more coordinated façade to the
pavilion conforming it more to a solid structure similar to
the principal structure and provide for a more
symmetrical form.

c. Architectural Elements
1. Wall Materials
Foundation and wall materials for additions should
be compatible with those of the existing
construction in type, color, texture, size, spacing,
and general appearance. Brick and painted wood
clapboarding are appropriate materials for
residential buildings within the Historic District and
brick is an appropriate material for civic and
institutional buildings. Differences in the detailing of
such materials are acceptable to help distinguish
new from existing construction. Composite wood
products, and other wood substitute or synthetic
sidings, can be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

The addition of the doors and windows will bring a more
coordinated form to the pavilion similar to the windows
that are part of the existing Hornsby House Inn. The
materials would be similar to the existing and trim would
match.

2. Color
(a) In general, the present color of exterior painted
materials and features - especially for pivotal
buildings - should be retained when repainting.
Changes in color are acceptable, provided that the
new color scheme is characteristic of the building’s
architectural style and is comprised of a color or
colors from the Yorktown Color Palette, as defined
in Appendix 3, Glossary. Other colors may be
proposed and will be considered on a case-by-case
basis.

Colors proposed for the doors and windows would
match that of the existing principal structure.

(b) Unpainted brickwork on pivotal or contributing
buildings shall not be painted.

No painting of brickwork is proposed.

3. Doors, Windows, and Shutters
(a) Doors and windows proposed for additions or
alterations should be of the same type, size or
proportion, material, and color as those of existing
construction. The arrangement of new doors and
windows should be compatible with the existing
pattern of openings.

The proposed doors and windows will match the styles
and color of the existing principal structure’s windows
and doors.
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(b) Door or window types, such as sliding glass
doors, or bay, sliding, or casement windows that
are not compatible with and characteristic of the
particular architectural style of the original structure
will not be considered appropriate. Sliding doors
that are indistinguishable in appearance from
divided-light
French-door
styles
may
be
considered.

The proposed sliding glass doors and windows are all
divided-light with a matching style to those on the
principal structure and do not reflect what is traditionally
thought of for sliding glass doors with a single pane of
glass. French doors are proposed.

(c) Windowless side or rear elevations that are
visible from public rights-of-way should be avoided.

The currently open sides of the pavilion will have
windows and doors.

(d) The use of windows with snap-in muntins will be
considered on a case-by-case basis to ensure an
appropriate match or compatibility with existing
divided-light windows. In some cases, such as new
windows on the same façade as existing ones,
compatibility and appropriateness will be
achievable only through the use of actual dividedlight windows.

The proposed doors and windows are all divided-light in
their original form and will not need snap in muntins.

(e) The use of exterior storm doors or storm
windows on the principal façade(s) of a building
should be avoided, and, particularly in the case of
pivotal buildings, preference should be given to
interior
storm
windows.
In
other
locations/applications, exterior storm windows can
be considered appropriate if they are of wood or
other approved synthetic materials painted to
match the window sash, and repeat the windows
pattern of principal muntins and meeting rails.

No exterior storm doors or storm windows are proposed.

(f) Shutters
should
not
be
used
on
additions/alterations to pivotal buildings unless
there is documentation of their historic use.
Shutters should be constructed of painted wood or
other wood-like synthetic or composite material,
sized to fit the windows or doors they are intended
to cover.

No shutters are proposed.

c. Architectural Elements
(1) In general, lots should contain a total of not
more than three dependencies, although the
maximum number will be influenced by the size of
the primary structure, existing and proposed
outbuildings and the lot size. Consequently, this
provision will be evaluated on a case-by-case
basis. Dependencies should be located in
subordinate positions on the lot in relation to the
siting of the primary structure. Dependencies
located to the side or rear of a primary structure
should not be located forward of the plane of the
principal façade of the primary structure. Adequate
open space should be retained for site circulation
consistent with the use of the structures and with
the predominant character of adjacent properties.

The lot contains three dependencies, to include the
pavilion, the building along Smith Street, and a storage
shed. The pavilion is located on the far side of the
property behind the existing principal structure and
would is not forward of the principal façade. The property
continues to maintain open space in the front and rear
yards for site circulation.

(2) Dependencies should have a design that is
similar to and compatible with that of existing
construction.

The proposed changes to the pavilion will be a more
consistent style and design to the existing principal
structure.
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Recommendation
In staff’s opinion, the proposed addition of the divided-light sliding glass, divided-light
French doors, and divided-light window will conform the existing pavilion to a similar
design to the existing principal structure and is generally consistent with the Design
Guidelines. Staff believes that the proposed changes will be visually appealing and that it
merits approval. Accordingly, it is recommended that the Committee find the proposal
consistent with the Guidelines and that the application be approved, subject to the
following conditions:
1. The doors and windows shall be constructed in accordance with the exterior features
depicted on the drawings and with the supplementary information presented with the
application
2. Trim material shall be painted wood or cellular PVC.
3. All door hardware shall be simple in design and appropriate to the character of the
building and the district, and shall be subject to approval by the Zoning
Administrator.
4. Exterior colors of all siding, trim, doors, and roofing materials as presented in the
application materials shall be from the Yorktown Color Palette.
Attachments
 Application materials and plans

APPLICANT David Bowditch

VICINITY MAP

702 Main Street
Request to install sliding glass doors and window on pavilion.
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