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Morgan, Neil
"Ed Ashley"
Simmons, Ellen
RE: conservation near Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport
Friday, August 3, 2018 2:11:18 PM

Mr. Ashley,
Thank you for your comments. Without going into a long response, I would like to make a few
points. I have always been a supporter of the airport. In 2015 the folks that were running the airport
advised the county that they were desirous of selling certain land that thought was surplus to their
needs. The approximately 200 acre parcel that I expressed concerns about the state DCR purchasing
was that specific piece of land. It is not part of the runway approach zone. Some of the other
properties the state has been talking to the airport about do include some land in the approach
zone. I did not object to those transactions. Also, I am not certain the airport under its new
management still wishes to sell any of their land at this time. It was the state that asked to buy it not
York County. If the airport doesn’t want to sell it, I’m ok with that as well. I was obligated to respond
to a letter addressed to me by a state official. Essentially, my letter asked if all of the parties could
meet to discuss mutual interests.
Regards,
Neil
Cc: Board of Supervisors
From: Ed Ashley [mailto:panamclipper@cox.net]
Sent: Friday, August 3, 2018 12:06 PM
To: Morgan, Neil
Subject: conservation near Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport

Mr Morgan
This is in reference to an article in the August 1 Daily Press about the State’s
proposal to designate more than 330 acres of land for conservation near Newport
News/Williamsburg International Airport.
“York County Administrator Neil Morgan told the Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation in mid-July he opposed putting conservation
easements on about 200 of the 337.7 acres off Old Denbigh Boulevard near
Harwoods Mill Reservoir because the land is designated for long-term economic
development and should remain as such.”
York County is being very shortsighted on this issue. At the same time Newport
News is trying to improve the airport, the county is wanting to do more
development very near by, in fact right on the approach path for runway 20 and
less than a mile from the end of the runway. This is an incredibly shortsighted
plan.
There has been a lot of investment into this airport including state and federal tax
money that would be wasted if the airport eventually failed or closed. To ensure its
long term survival and success, there need to be cleared areas off the end of the
runways for obvious reasons in case of a crash. Most airports that do not control

adjacent development end up with restricted operations or close. York County’s
continued push for development will hem in the airport, making the buildings and
residents in that proposed development unsafe. Then when the inevitable accident
happens and people die, the community will be up in arms about the unsafe
planning that allowed that development to be there in the first place.
York County should review some examples of other airports including NAS
Oceana’s accidents that destroyed dwellings, or Langley AFBs safety precautions
for their approach ends, or Amsterdam’s Schipol Airport where a 747 flew into an
apartment building in 1992 killing 43 (all 4 on board, 39 on ground). We have
large aircraft and fighters using these runways including the president’s E4 (747),
commercial airliners, regional business jets, and very old single-engine fighter
aircraft. As a former USAF fighter crew, I can give you many examples of
encounters with the ground a mile off the end of the runway that did not end well
but did not kill residents because most military airfields have cleared areas off the
ends of the runways.
The community surrounding Eglin AFB was planning some development including
tall buildings in close proximity to the airport environment. There was a huge
uproar from the base that feared they would be more vulnerable to a BRAC
closure due to restricted operations. A local senior USAF officer made the USAF’s
case against development reminding the community leaders of the relative
economic value of Eglin AFB over the years, vice the proposed development, and
the community wisely cancelled the project.
If you believe that the Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport is a
valuable economic asset to York County it would be foolishly short sighted to
jeopardize its success.
The state has it right, I hope York County can be that wise also.
CC: board of supervisors
-----------------------Ed Ashley
110 Allen Harris Dr.
Yorktown, VA 23692
Home: (757) 890-0160
Cell: (757) 561-3615
panamclipper@cox.net
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
We have examined the accompanying Treasurer Turnover Receipts of Assets of Deborah
Robinson, Treasurer of the County of York, at July 31, 2018. All records supporting the amounts in the
receipts are the Treasurer’s responsibility. Our responsibility is to express an opinion based on our
examination.
We conducted our examination in accordance with attestation standards established by the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Those standards include examining, on a test basis,
evidence supporting the amounts in the Treasurer Turnover Receipts and performing such other
procedures, as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We believe that our examination provides
a reasonable basis for our opinion.
Section 58.1-3136 of the Code of Virginia requires a turnover audit whenever a treasurer leaves
office. The examination was performed to determine the accountability of the Treasurer at July 31, 2018
and to turn over the assets, accounts, and records of the office to Candice Kelley, the newly appointed
Interim Treasurer.
In our opinion, based on our examination, the receipts referred to above present fairly, in all
material respects, Commonwealth’s assets of Deborah Robinson, Treasurer of the County of York,
Virginia turned over to the incoming treasurer at July 31, 2018.
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