
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
Neil A. Morgan 

May 29, 2019 

Captain Jason J. Schneider 
Commanding Officer 
Naval Weapons Station Yorktown 
160 Main Road 
Yorktown, Virginia 23691 

Dear Captain Schneider: 

~ork 
9J8ID' 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Walter C. Zaremba 

District 1 
Sheila S. Noll 

District 2 
W. Chad Green 

District 3 
Jeffrey D. Wassmer 

District 4 
Thomas G. Shepperd, Jr. 

District 5 

On behalf of the County of York, I am requesting that you initiate the process necessary to 
convey the 60-foot strip of Navy-owned land paralleling Penniman Road that at one time was a 
rail spur. The context for this request is the County's plan to create a bike trail and multi­
purpose path along this unused property. Our research indicates that the Navy has been the 
owner since 1943 of this fee simple, 60-foot wide property. 

Ultimately, if the Navy could allow this property to be used for a trail, we could create a situa­
tion where there is pedestrian and bike connectivity all the way from downtown Williamsburg 
to the Colonial Parkway. The staff views this request in two components: the first would be 
that portion of the property outside the base perimeter. Assuming the disposition of that por­
tion of the former rail spur would be a simpler process, this would allow us to create a 
path/trail from Route 143 to the newly developed neighborhood of Whittaker's Mill. A second 
component would allow us to take the trail all the way to the Parkway, which would require the 
relocation of the Cheatham Annex security fence by a few feet. The County would be pre­
pared to undertake the cost of fence work should the relocation be possible. 

I have enclosed two maps which illustrate the concept for this multi-purpose trail. I hope you 
agree that completing such a project would be a positive development for the neighborhoods in 
mid-County in addition to enhancing our tourism economy. We recognize the Navy must 
systematically review this request, and I appreciate your initiating that review and stand by to 
meet with or talk with those officials who would be involved in this request. 

NAM:mes 

Copy to: York County Board of Supervisors 

224 Ballard Street• P.O. Box 532 • Yorktown, Virginia 23690-0532 • (757) 890-3320 
Fax: (757) 890-4002 •TDD (757) 890-3621 • Email: bos@yorkcounty.gov 

A Hampton Roads Community 
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Penniman Road and Navy Railroad Right of Way 
York County, Virginia 
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ll'@E THIS IS NOT A LEGAL PLAT 
This map should be used for 

1nforrnat10n purposes II is not 
suitable for detailed site planning 
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