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Existing Element Summary

» County History
* EXisting Resources
* Architectural & Archaeological Resources

* VA Landmark Register & National Register of Historic
Places

 Museums
* Historic Tralls
* Historical highway markers and interpretive signage



GOAL.: Identify, preserve, protect, and enhance the
County’s existing and future historical resources.

Objectives & Strategies

* Maintain/update inventories

* Public education and awareness

* Promote heritage tourism

» Recognition of African American history
* Participate in commemoration programs






MARY AGGIE AND THE
BENEFIT OF CLERGY

——

Mary Aggie, an enslaved woman, was convicted
of theft in York County in 1730. Lt. Gov. William
Gooch, impressed with Aggie's profession of faith
when she had sued previously for her freedom,
supported her 1730 claim for ‘“benefit of clergy,”
which then allowed only white men to escape the
harshest penalties for most first offenses by
reading a passage from the Bible. Gooch's support
resulted in Aggie's pardon on the condition that
she be sold out of Virginia. In 1732, the General
Assembly extended a modified form of benefit
of clergy to all races and to women. Aggie
probably never knew her plea’s significant legal
effect. Virginia abolished the benefit by 1848. |

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES, 2011
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YORK COUNTY, VIRGINIA
WORLD WAR 1 VETERANS
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The Civil War
in Tidewater Virginia

2019 Events

February ~ March

Gloucester County
Hampton
Hanover County
Isle of Wight County
James City County
Newport News
Poquoson
Richmond
Smithfield
West Point

Williamsburg
York County

For more information:
Tidewater Civil War Events Partnership
www.tidewaterhistory.com
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A World War I Remembrance
U.S. WWI Centennial Commission

JOINUS

For a Celebration
of Our Shared
Colonial Traditions



YORK COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
YORKTOWN, VIRGINIA

OF THE NAVAL WEAPONS STATION LAND IN YORK COUNTY

Centuries before the Naval IWaapons Station ¥
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