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Isn’t it Time You Lived on The Edge?
Are you looking for the newest, hottest foodie and retail destination?
Look no further than The Edge District! Located where York
County, James City County, and the City of Williamsburg converge,
this district is right on the edge of the Historic Triangle – one of
Virginia’s biggest tourism areas. The Edge features award-winning
craft beverage outlets, fine and casual dining, and boutique shops for
that special gift or memento. Visit the newly launched website for all
the details. Be sure to bookmark the site!
“A History Lesson to Remember” at the Senior Center
Through the power of the spoken word, Dr. Rebertha Pope-Matthews highlights the
contributions of African (Black) Americans from 1619 to 2020. “We Remember 1619,”
written by Dr. Pope-Matthews, is spoken to an electrifying musical track. This free
program celebrating Black History Month is scheduled for Friday, February 19, at 1 p.m.
Space is limited. Please register by February 16 on the Parks & Recreation website or by
calling (757) 890-3444. The Senior Center is located at 5314 George Washington
Memorial Highway in the Washington Square Shopping Center.
Bundle Up and Join Us for the First Winter Market – Saturday, January 30
For the first time in Yorktown Market Day history, we are holding three winter markets,
with the first one tomorrow (Saturday, Jan. 30). Join us at
the waterfront from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to shop for locally
grown, produced and crafted products. Grab a cup of hot
coffee from Column 15 or a steaming bowl of deliciousness
from Kathi’s Clam Chowder. Eggs, meats, seasonal
produce, and so much more are waiting for you at the
market! Don’t miss a special performance by the Fifes and
Drums of York Town at 11 a.m. Additional markets are
scheduled for February 13 and March 6. Tourism Development has been hard at work
planning events for us to enjoy while practicing safe social distancing and following the
Governor’s COVID guidelines. For a list of market vendors, visit the Market Days
website.
Board of Supervisors Electronic Meeting February 2
The next meeting of the Board includes a COVID situation update, a presentation on
pandemic revenue impacts for the current fiscal year and beyond, CARES Act funding, and

revised Capital Improvements Plan. The full agenda is here. Meetings are broadcast live
on WYCG-TV (Cox 46, Verizon 38) and live-streamed on the County’s website.
Who Maintains Roads and Ditches? Watch “VDOT or Not” for the Answer
York County Department of Public Works and the Virginia Department of Transportation
work together to maintain operations in the County. This includes sewer maintenance,
landscaping, and clearing the roads of wet, wintery weather like we experienced this week
(and will likely see in the upcoming days!). But there is often confusion over who maintains
our streets, road signs, traffic signs, and ditches. One of the most common questions we have
is about roadside ditches. This video can help you understand who is responsible for these
services, and who to call when assistance is needed. Thanks for watching!
Get Your Lawn in Shape with Virginia Healthy Lawns Program
York-Poquoson Master Gardeners are ready to help you help
your lawn be the best it can be! Sign up now for the Spring
Healthy Virginia Lawns program, which is designed to assist
York County (and Poquoson) residents with taking care of their
lawns in an economic and environmentally sound manner. For
$20, Master Gardeners will visit your site, measure your yard,
take a soil sample and provide customized feedback. For more information or to register,
click over to the Extension Office website.
While we’re on the Topic of Gardening….
The York County Public Library and the Poquoson Public
Library are partnering with the York-Poquoson Virginia
Cooperative Extension Office to host a series of virtual classes
presented by Master Gardeners! The Master Your Garden
series features a variety of Saturday seminars to help you build
your gardening skills: Composting 101 (tomorrow! Jan. 30);
Starting from Seed (Feb. 6); Pruning (Feb. 13); How Green is
Your Lawn? Healthy Virginia Lawns (Feb. 27); Gardening in Small Spaces (March 6);
Vegetable Gardening (March 27); Planting for Pollinators (April 10); and The Amazing
Honey Bee (May 8). All classes are from 1-2 p.m. and held via Zoom. To receive the class
link, register for each class in advance on the York County Public Library website. For
more information, please call the York-Poquoson Virginia Cooperative Extension Office at
(757) 890-4940.
There is also a WYCG-TV Video Library hosted by our local Master Gardeners – “From
the Learning Garden” – covering a variety of topics to help you cultivate your green
thumb. Watch them on the WYCG-TV website.
Form Your Teams and Let’s Play Ball!
Registration for Adult Spring Softball League is February 1-28.
Teams can register for one of three leagues this spring: Men’s,
Coed Industrial League, or Coed Church League. All leagues
will play doubleheader games at the McReynolds Athletic
Complex (MAC) and/or Chisman Creek Park, with a postseason tournament. Space is limited. For more information
including fees, please visit the Parks & Recreation website.
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Together with the City of Williamsburg, James City County and York County, the Williamsburg Health Foundation has announced grant funding to the localities which totals $1 million to prevent rental evictions of Greater
Williamsburg residents as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“There is a profound, multifaceted connection between one’s housing and one’s health,” said Carol L. Sale, President and CEO of WHF. “So profound that Trustees of the Williamsburg Health Foundation made the challenging decision to increase the foundation’s annual spending limit this year which required reaching into the foundation’s corpus to fund this program. This is a unique and important million-dollar investment for us and for
the entire community.”
The million-dollar investment in a healthier Greater Williamsburg is divided among the three localities. Each
received a sum relative to the size of its population and number of low-income households: $270,000 to the City
of Williamsburg; $430,000 to James City County; and $300,000 to York. The grant dollars will provide
emergency rental payments for qualifying low- to moderate-income households. The City’s Human Services
Department and the Housing divisions of James City and York counties worked together to create a common
application for the COVID-19 Eviction Prevention Program; the application window opens Feb. 1.
When considering its options in funding around COVID-19, the foundation spoke with local experts about the
long-term fallout from the pandemic. Experts told the foundation that temporary moratoria on evictions do not
resolve the rental crisis, and once lifted, households would begin to fall off what is being called “the eviction cliff
” and be unable to recover from financial hardship caused by COVID-19.
“This money is designed to help people who paid their rent pre-pandemic, who were stable pre-pandemic,” said
Jack Tuttle, Board Chair at WHF, “to help keep a bad situation from becoming a desperate situation
jeopardizing the long-term health and well-being of a family.”
“WJCC Public schools already have one of the highest rates of homeless students in the state. Imagine if those
numbers sharply increase because of fallout from COVID” said Sale. “Our community will only be truly healthy
when we have safe, affordable housing for all who live and work here. Too many families currently choose between rent and food —or rent and opportunities for their children.”
“We’re grateful the localities are contributing their staff time and talent to distributing these funds, which means
that all of the foundation’s dollars go directly to rent relief,” said Sale. “The foundation has a long tradition of
program partnership with localities in our service area.”

“When a city resident comes to our office to apply for emergency rental assistance, we can also connect them
with other services they might not even know they can access,” said Wendy Evans, director of human services for
the City of Williamsburg.
“Every month since the pandemic began, those of us in housing get ready for the moratorium to end and the
flood of evictions that will come with it. Having these funds from the Williamsburg Health Foundation provides
a safety net to catch those at risk of eviction when the moratoria are no long in place. Now, we know we will have
some additional resources to help renters,” said Keith Denny, Housing Manager of James City County.
“With these grants, everyone has to pitch in,” said Denny. “These funds will be paid directly to landlords. But, the
landlords need to make some concessions as well. They need to agree to work with tenants to enter into a repayment plan for past due rent.”
“These grant funds from the Williamsburg Health Foundation are so important right now when many people
are trying to keep a roof over their heads,” said Abbitt Woodall, York’s Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization
Manager. “These are not faceless, nameless people – these are our neighbors, friends, and coworkers. Helping
them ultimately aids the entire community and region. Similarly, these funds will sustain landlords who rely on
rent and mortgage payments to continue providing housing.”
“WHF cannot provide rent relief long term. We do not intend to do so. But, at this critical moment in the pandemic, we are certain that keeping individuals and families from falling into a cycle of homelessness and poverty
is the best thing this foundation can do for both the immediate and long-term health of our community and the
people who live here,” said Sale.
If you need rent relief, please contact a representative in your locality:
• Williamsburg: 757-220-6161
• James City County: 757-259-5340
• York County: 757-890-3885

