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Notable Headlines



Senate eyes taking up bipartisan infrastructure deal as soon as July 19
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Pentagon cancels $10 billion JEDI cloud contract
How JEDI’s Ghost Will Bring Bitter Rivals Together
 US Marines get new cyber boss
Keep an eye out: New Biden order today will crack down on tech
Reminder: RSVP for our FY22 Defense Budget Webinar on July 21st from 3-3:55pm



Progress of the Biden Administration's confirmation process. For a more detailed
breakdown, click through the image to the Washington Post's confirmation tracker.

Budget & Appropriations

Misleading Budget Accounting In The Department Of Defense Needs Correction (Forbes)
Take a quick look at the Department of Defense (DOD) budget request for fiscal year (FY)
2022, and you would think that the Department of the Air Force is the best funded of the
three military departments—Army, Navy, Air Force. You would be wrong. In fact, the
Pentagon invests the least real service budget authority in the Air Force compared to the
Army and Navy as services and all the other defense agencies as a group. Only the U.S.
Marine Corps and nascent U.S. Space Force as services receive less. Here is why: The
Air Force budget is burdened by $39 billion dollars in non-Air Force spending over which
the Secretary of the Air Force has no control. These funds—which account for 18 percent
of the total Air Force Department budget—go directly to other DOD agencies, passing
through the Air Force untouched.
GOP unity on spending bills holding, despite earmarks galore (Roll Call)
House Republicans are staying unified thus far in opposition to Democrat-drafted
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spending bills, despite racking up hundreds of millions of dollars in home-district earmarks
after a selection process many in the GOP acknowledge has been fair and transparent.
From the multiyear, $759 billion surface transportation bill to the initial batch of fiscal 2022
appropriations bills for agencies ranging from the Small Business Administration to the
Interior Department, Republicans are staying on message: The bills spend too much and
are too laden with policies they oppose. “I think these bills are gonna face pretty uniform
opposition across the board,” Oklahoma’s Tom Cole said of upcoming appropriations
votes. Cole is the top Republican on Rules and the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations
Subcommittee, which funds the largest domestic spending bill.
Sen. Graham submits $230.3M funding request for SC military facilities (NBC)
Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) on Tuesday submitted funding requests to the Senate
Appropriations Committee, seeking millions of dollars for projects on South Carolina
military facilities. If approved, Joint Base Charleston could receive $59M. $30M would be
be put towards building a new Fire and Rescue station “to centralize essential emergency
dispatch services into a 911 dispatch center and maximize base and airfield fire
protection.” $29M would be put towards constructing “a flight line support facility, which
[would] include administration and warehouse areas to support the current C-17 fleet.”
Joint Base Charleston is home to one of the largest fleets of C-17s in the United States Air
Force.
U.S. announces millions in funding for projects focused on wave energy tech (NBC)
The U.S. Department of Energy has announced that as much as $27 million in federal
funding will be provided for research and development projects focused on wave energy.
In the latest attempt to encourage innovation within a sector that has a very small footprint
compared to other types of renewable energy, the DOE said Tuesday the funding would
aim to “advance wave energy technologies toward commercial viability.” Breaking things
down, the funding will be divided into three separate pots: As much as $15 million will be
set aside for the testing of wave energy convertor tech; up to $7 million will go to wave
energy research and development; and a maximum of $5 million will be assigned to the
advancement of wave energy converter designs for PacWave. Full applications for the
funding are due in October, the DOE said.

Aerospace & Defense

Watchdog group finds F-35 sustainment costs could be headed off affordability cliff
(Defense News)
Under current estimates, the U.S. Air Force will reach a tipping point where projected F-35
sustainment costs become too expensive, forcing the service to either cut its planned buy
of the Lockheed Martin-made jet or drastically reduce flying hours, the Government
Accountability Office found in a new report. As the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps’ F35 operations reach their peak in 2036, it will be exponentially difficult for the services to
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afford sustaining the F-35 if the cost per tail remains at current estimates, the GAO said in
a July 7 report. Cost per tail per year is the measurement the Pentagon uses to measure
how much money it takes to sustain a single aircraft annually. Specifically, the Defense
Department will face a $6 billion gap in 2036 between the actual cost of sustaining the
services’ F-35s and the cost the services can afford, the GAO said.
DEFINING THE 21ST CENTURY AIRMAN: CULTIVATING A TECHNOLOGY-BASED
UNIVERSAL SKILL SET (Small Wars Journal)
Since the birth of the United States Air Force (USAF) in 1947, Airmen have struggled to
define the universal skills or common knowledge that all Airmen share. The easy solution,
and one adopted since the services’ establishment, is to instill a ground warrior’s mindset,
with skills traditionally associated with the Army or Marines. While these skills have proven
effective in shaping the current culture, do they mirror what Airmen will be asked to do in a
21st century near-peer conflict? While future, friendly and adversarial operations will
include: stand-off munitions, unmanned vehicles, electronic & cyber-attacks, automated
processes, robust sensor fusion, artificial intelligence, and supply chain interruptions, will
the service be prepared to fully integrate or counter them through its own operations.
When an Airman serves in a joint environment, can they contribute expertise that is
unique to the force, regardless of their specialty or experience? Finally, is the service fully
capitalizing on the talent that is recruited into its ranks every year?
The Convergence of Man and Machine, But Better (Defense One)
The Department of Defense is moving toward a future when many processes now done by
hand will be done automatically by artificial intelligence and machine learning. The need is
urgent and our money is limited, and so we need a better way to plan investments and
prioritize changes as we move toward this Convergence, this new way of operating. One
approach starts by breaking Convergence into three parts. First, get our main warfighting
systems to autonomously exchange information. Second, use AI/ML to change how
operational commands execute four types of decision cycles. Third, refocus Army corps
and service component commands to use commercial technologies being considered by
the military services. The term “Convergence” is used to mean slightly different things
across the service branches; let us define it here as the shift away from systems that
depend on manual inputs, human-to-human distribution, and analog written procedures
that help determine “who else needs to know.” These systems will be replaced by
automated ones that continuously manage the data inputs, distribution, and exchanges in
all of DOD’s realms: sensors, shooters, maneuver, sustainment, protection and
information. Note that we are not talking about removing humans from decision loops, just
changing their roles from inputting key strokes and assessing data entries to making
decisions.
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Instead of deploying large numbers of conventional Russian soldiers,Moscow has
leveraged special operations forces, intelligence units, private military companies (PMCs),
and other government and non-government organizations to expand its influence, build the
capacity of partners and allies, and increase economic opportunity.

Advanced Technologies

US Army to test electronic warfare coders at the edge during upcoming exercise
(C4ISRNET)
The Army will pilot a new idea to place coders and software developers at the tactical
edge to reprogram electronic warfare and radio frequency systems. The pilot, dubbed
Starblazor, will try to identify gaps in Army capabilities and provide information for its
doctrine and policies. Mainly, Starblazor will help the Army learn what is needed to train
the cyber and electronic warfare operators with existing equipment and what these
personnel will need for a future fight, Chief Warrant Officer 3 Eric Colon, CEMA technician
at Army Cyber Command, told C4ISRNET.
Satellite imagery provider Planet to go public (C4ISRNET)
Satellite imagery provider Planet Labs plans to go public later this year by merging with a
special purpose acquisition company, a transaction valued at $2.8 billion, the businesses
announced July 7. As the owner and operator of a fleet of imaging satellites on orbit,
Planet regularly provides imagery and analysis to the U.S. government and has secured a
number of contracts with the Department of Defense and intelligence community. The
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company operates about 200 satellites, which together capture more than 3 million
images of the Earth’s surface every day. According to the press release, Planet generated
more than $100 million in revenue in fiscal 2020.
Space Force opens facility to improve war-fighting capabilities (C4ISRNET)
The U.S. Space Force opened a new satellite operations center July 7 at Kirtland Air
Force Base in New Mexico designed to advance the still nascent service’s space warfighting capabilities. The Rendezvous and Proximity (REPR) Satellite Operations Center
was established by the Space and Missile Systems Center’s Innovation and Prototyping
Directorate as a new workspace to drive on-orbit experimentation and demonstrations with
prototype satellites and payloads. “The REPR Satellite Operations Center allows us to
carry out on-orbit experiments and prototyping efforts, develop innovative concepts of
operation, and demonstrate game-changing technology for the United States Space Force
and our mission partners,” said head of the directorate, Col. Timothy Sejba, during a
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

SpaceX vs. China: The Quest for Satellite Internet

Military Installations & Communities

Military families testing new app for ‘subletting’ child care slots (Military Times)
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Kinderspot, as the app is called, is available to all Defense Department families stationed
at an Air Force base where the app is available, said Emilie Miller, an innovation program
analyst with Air Force Installation and Mission Support Center, in an email response to
Military Times. The app is the brainchild of Air Force Maj. Jacque Vasta, Air Force
Personnel Center headquarters section commander. She described the concept
as “similar to what you would use for Airbnb, but instead of subleasing your house or
apartment, you’re subleasing your child’s spot at the [child development center],” in a
press release from the Air Force Installation and Mission Support Center.
On Virginia military base, efficiency upgrades produce savings and resilience (Energy
News Network)
Homeowners eager to lower their power bills have a relatively short rooftop-to-basementto-backyard checklist for guidance on maximizing potential savings. But that proposition is
trickier at the storied Quantico Marine Corps Base, 35 miles southwest of Washington,
D.C. With hundreds of buildings sprawling across 86 square miles, military decisionmakers needed outside advice to figure out how to button up their largest energy leaks.
Ultimately, they opted to save an estimated $1.6 million annually on utility payments by
refurbishing systems connected to 35 buildings in three separate areas across the Virginia
campus. The base, in Prince William and Stafford counties, is in Dominion Energy’s
service territory.
Military Housing Company to Spend $72 Million Upgrading Communities at Five Air Force
Bases (AVP)
One of the major companies participating in the Defense Department's beleaguered
privatized military housing program announced Tuesday that it will spend $72 million over
five years for improvements at five Air Force installations. Work should begin this year at
properties overseen by Lendlease in Hawaii, California, Colorado, Arizona and New
Mexico. "The planned improvements at each installation are designed with residents in
mind, to not only enhance the look and feel of the communities, but also ensure that
housing is supporting today's service members and their families, as well as future
generations of military families," Jerry Schmitz, senior vice president for Lendlease
Communities, who oversees the Air Force properties, said in a news release. The bases
receiving the upgrades are Hickam Communities at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
Hawaii; Tierra Vista Communities at Los Angeles Air Force Base, San Pedro, Calif.; Tierra
Vista at Peterson-Schriever Air Force Base, Colo.; Soaring Heights Community at DavisMonthan Air Force Base, Ariz.; and Soaring Heights at Holloman Air Force Base, N.M.

Homeland Security

Pentagon Watchdog Warns Services About Cyber Threat In 3D Printing (Breaking
Defense)
A Pentagon watchdog is raising the alarm about the military’s prolonged exploration into
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3D printing, after discovering officials at several agencies are failing to manage crucial
cybersecurity controls necessary for operating the technology safely. As a result, Defense
Department components working with the technology, formally known as additive
manufacturing, are “unaware of existing AM system vulnerabilities that exposed the DoD
Information Network to unnecessary cybersecurity risks,” according to a new report
published by the Defense Department inspector general today. “The compromise of AM
design data could allow an adversary to re-create and use DoD’s technology to the
adversary’s advantage on the battlefield. In addition, if malicious actors change the AM
design data, the changes could affect the end strength and utility of the 3D-printed
products,” the report continued.
DHS Announces Results of 2020 Privacy Technology Demonstration (Homeland Security
Today)
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Science and Technology Directorate (S&T)
has published the results of the 2020 Privacy Technology Demonstration (2020 Demo).
S&T hosted a first-of-its-kind event to understand the product landscape of technologies
that can assist in protecting the privacy of individuals appearing in photos and videos. Five
privacy systems participated in the event, demonstrating their ability to detect and blur
faces in a challenge video created by S&T. These results are available through S&T’s
Maryland Test Facility (MdTF) website, which supports DHS to test technologies and
evaluate operational processes. The 2020 Demo effort was led by S&T’s Biometric and
Identity Technolog9 Center, which provides objective biometric and identity subject matter
expertise to DHS to inform strategic planning and acquisitions of new capabilities
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What federal agencies can learn from the DHS CDM program’s challenges (Federal News
Network)
In working with OMB to oversee the implementation of federal department/agency-level
ISCM strategies, DHS launched the Continuous Diagnostics and Mitigation (CDM)
program in 2013 to enable agencies to manage security risks on a 24/7/365 basis.
According to the OIG report, DHS has encountered a great deal of difficulties with its own
internal CDM effort. It notes that despite spending more than $180 million between 2013
and 2020 to build a department-wide continuous monitoring solution, DHS “has not yet
strengthened its cybersecurity posture by implementing a CDM program” due to setbacks.

Transportation & Infrastructure

CISA sees zero trust adoption coming into focus under cyber executive order (Federal
News Network)
Nearly two months after President Joe Biden signed his cybersecurity executive order
setting up multiple sprints for agencies to harden their security posture, the Cybersecurity
and Infrastructure Security Agency says a long-term vision for zero trust adoption across
agencies is coming into focus. Matt Hartman, CISA’s deputy executive assistant director
for cybersecurity, said the cyber executive order focuses on short-term sprints, but will
result in strategies and roadmaps that will build momentum on cyber policy through the
rest of the Biden administration. For example, he said the entire federal government
should be able to make “meaningful progress” on implementing zero trust within the next
three years.
U.S. Labor, Business Lobbies Join to Tout Infrastructure Bill (Bloomberg)
The largest U.S. business and labor organizations are joining forces with more than 20
other interest groups to press lawmakers to enact the $579 billion infrastructure deal
brokered by bipartisan senators with President Joe Biden last month. The U.S. Chamber
of Commerce and AFL-CIO, together with groups representing manufacturers, retailers
and builders, announced on Thursday the formation of a coalition that will advocate for
passage of the infrastructure package. “Now is the time to turn these promises into
projects,” the Coalition for Bipartisan Infrastructure Investment said in a statement. “We
urge Congress to turn this framework into legislation that will be signed into law.”
What regional leaders want from Biden’s infrastructure bill (Brookings)
Federal infrastructure policy has the power to transform America’s cities and suburbs,
including where they grow and who benefits from federal investments. But leaders in
Washington can’t achieve that transformative impact without understanding the needs of
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regional leaders who grapple with infrastructure challenges every day. Today, we are
living with the legacies of the federal government’s last grand infrastructure vision
developed over the past century. Transportation investments such as the interstate
highway system and port expansions boosted business competitiveness and accelerated
the development of suburban housing, but also uprooted families and increased pollution.
The National Flood Insurance Program and other environmental regulations aimed to
reduce climate risks in neighborhoods, but often failed to insulate households from harm—
particularly, homes constructed in flood plains and sensitive coastal areas. Too often, 20th
century federal policies incentivized metropolitan economies to expand outward but did
not offer enough flexible resources to help independent jurisdictions coordinate regional
strategies.

Biotechnology & Healthcare

New Material May Power Tomorrow’s Cyborg Soldiers (Defense One)
Biological implants—devices implanted inside the human body—hold rich promise, but
powering such devices isn’t easy. Pacemakers, for instance, require a battery change
every five to 15 years. However, a new material engineered by Isreali researchers could
allow human movement to safely power implanted devices indefinitely. That could be of
use to the military, which has shown increasing interest in not only synthetic biotechnology
but also biological implants over the past few years, to give soldiers new capabilities, such
as as the ability to communicate information silently, as well as to report on things like the
current state of soldier health, possible exposure to diseases, toxins, or other materials.,
or even enhancing cognitive capabilities and memory. The material is loosely derived from
collagen, the most common protein found in the human body. It’s both strong and
flexible—part of the reason collagen is so popular in plastic surgery treatments. But it’s a
very complex molecule, making it difficult for researchers to work with.
Air Force officer invents low-tech body armor cooling system to help you chill out (Task &
Purpose)
Countless other American service members have been in Carter’s situation over the past
two decades of war in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and other countries where the summer heat
is unbearable. But the Air Force may have a solution. An inventive security forces airman
(the Air Force equivalent of military police) named 1st Lt. Justin O’Brien came up with a
low-tech body armor cooling system that is meant to keep service members cool. The
simple system consists of a water bladder (like the CamelBaks troops already carry to
drink from), a battery-powered pump; and a series of tubes, valves and pads connecting
the two together.
Biden calls for efforts to lower drug prices as part of executive order to foster competition
(WaPo)
President Biden is calling on federal health officials to intensify efforts to drive down
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prescription drug prices as part of an executive order he plans to sign Friday to spur
federal agencies to promote economic competition. The order will direct his administration
to work with states to devise plans to import medicines safely from Canada, where they
are sold at lower prices — an idea long endorsed by many Democrats and embraced by
former president Donald Trump over the objections of the pharmaceutical industry. The
president’s directive also will urge the Federal Trade Commission to promote the
availability of generic drugs by banning pharmaceutical manufacturers from paying their
generic counterparts to delay entry of lower-price versions of medications into the market.
House report: Drug companies spent more on buybacks, dividends than research (The
Hill)
House Democrats on Thursday released a report that found that the 14 leading drug
companies paid out more in stock buybacks and dividends from 2016 to 2020 than they
spent on research and development. The report from the House Oversight and Reform
Committee finds that the 14 companies spent $577 billion from 2016 to 2020 on stock
buybacks and dividends, $56 billion more than the $521 billion they spent on research and
development over the same time period. The release of the report comes as House
Democrats try to make the case for their sweeping bill aimed at lowering drug prices,
known as H.R. 3, which would allow the secretary of Health and Human Services to
negotiate lower prices.

Climate & Development
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The future of flying is electrifying | Cory Combs [Ampaire]

Biden’s new Cold War with China will result in climate collapse, progressives warn
(POLITICO)
Over 40 progressive groups sent a letter to President Joe Biden and lawmakers on
Wednesday urging them to prioritize cooperation with China on climate change and curb
its confrontational approach over issues like Beijing’s crackdown on Hong Kong and
forced detention of Uyghur Muslims. It's the latest salvo in the months-long drama
between progressive Democrats who say cooperation on climate change should take
precedence over competition with China, and moderates who think the administration can
do both things at once. As the Biden administration solidifies its China strategy, and as
anti-China legislation moves through Congress, this intra-Democratic tussle could define
the U.S.-China relationship for years to come.
Biden leans into clean power mandate despite hurdles (AXIOS)
The White House is sending increasingly strong signals it will push for a zero-carbon
power mandate in the energy and social safety net package Democrats hope to pass
using filibuster-proof budget reconciliation rules. Driving the news: President Biden, in a
speech Wednesday, called for the policy that would require emissions-free electricity to
provide a significantly growing share of power company sales. "I want to set a clean
electric standard that moves us to a fully clean and reliable grid," he said in Illinois. Why it
matters: Passing a "clean energy standard" (CES) would help advance Biden's goal of
100% carbon-free U.S. power by 2035.

More than 75 companies ask Congress to pass clean electricity standard (The Hill)
More than 75 major U.S. companies including Apple, Google, Lyft and Salesforce signed
a letter circulated Wednesday urging Congress to adopt a federal clean electricity
standard. In the letter, signers urged the federal government adopt a standard that
achieves 80 percent carbon neutrality by the end of the decade, with a goal of completely
emission-free power by 2035. Signers of the letter, organized by sustainability advocacy
group Ceres and the Environmental Defense Fund, also include automakers General
Motors and Tesla.
Uranium not a 'critical mineral' according to law, US minerals agency says (S&P)
The leading U.S. minerals science agency said uranium is not qualified for inclusion on
the federal list of commodities essential to national and economic security, though the
agency did not state whether it should be removed from that list. The Critical Minerals List
is a record of which minerals the U.S. government considers essential to its security.
Created under the Trump administration, the list has been cited in policy actions focused
on permitting, grant funding and research and development. Congress passed pandemic
stimulus legislation in December 2020 that required the U.S. Geological Survey, which
oversees the list, to update it at least every three years and add or subtract minerals from
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the list. Uranium was initially included on a 2018 list of critical minerals published under
the Trump administration by the U.S. Interior Department, which oversees USGS

Upcoming Events (times in ET)



























Senate Armed Services Committee will hold hearings to examine the
nominations for Under Secretary for Personnel and Readiness, Secretary of
the Navy, Deputy Under Secretary, Assistant Secretary, and Assistant
Secretary of the Army, all of the Department of Defense. (July 13, 9:30AM)
CSIS: PONI 2021 Virtual Summer Conference. (July 13 & 14)
House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and
Memorial Affairs will hold a hearing titled, “VA Appeals Program: Examining
the State of Modernization Efforts.” (July 13, 10:00AM)
House Appropriations Committee will hold a hearing on the FY22
Homeland and Defense Subcommittee Appropriations Bills. (July 13,
10:00AM)
ACT-IAC: IT Management and Modernization COI July 2021. (July 13, 12PM)
House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations
will hold a hearing titled, “Modernizing the VA Police Force: Ensuring
Accountability.” (July 13, 2:00PM)
House Armed Services Subcommittee on Tactical Air and Land Forces
will hold a hearing on the FY22 Budget Request of the DoD for Fixed-Wing
Tactical and Training Aircraft Programs. (July 13, 3:00PM)
House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Energy will hold a
hearing titled, “Keeping Us Safe and Secure: Oversight of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.” (July 14, 11:30AM)
House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Health will hold a legislative
hearing on a series of bills relating to VA health care quality and
accountability. (July 14, 2:00PM)
CSIS: The State of Special Operations Forces: A Conversation with Rep.
Stephanie Murphy. (July 14, 2:00PM)
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee will hold hearings to examine VA
electronic health records, focusing on modernization and the path ahead.
(July 14, 3:30PM)
FedScoop: Think Gov. (July 15)
Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee will hold
hearings to examine implementing supply chain resiliency. (July 15, 10:00AM)
Brookings: Can the Biden Administration improve the manufacturing sector?
(July 15, 10:00AM)
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee will hold
hearings to examine the nominations for Director of the Census, and Assistant
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Secretary of Homeland Security. (July 15, 10:15AM)
ACT-IAC: Health COI July 2021 Meeting. (July 15, 12PM)
ACT-IAC: Voyagers 2022 Pre-Application Seminar. (July 15, 12PM)
ACT-IAC: Cybersecurity COI July 2021. (July 16, 11AM)
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