From: Kilgore, Jason <Jason.Kilgore@rivhs.com>
Sent: Monday, August 2, 2021 1:04 PM
To: Kilgore, Jason <Jason.Kilgore@rivhs.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Peninsula Vaccinations as of Report Date August 2, 2021
Attached is a summary of the data as reported in VIIS as of this afternoon’s data upload. Note that the
estimate is at 71.6% of the 12 and up population, up from 70.7% from last week’s estimate.
Though not noted in the report, the combined Williamsburg and JCC vaccination rate is estimated to be
73.7%.
‐‐Jason

Jason Kilgore
Results Management and Analytics
Riverside Health System
701 Town Center Drive Suite 1000
Newport News, VA 23606

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original
message.

Virginia Health Department COVID-19 First Dose Vaccination Summary
Based on 12 years and older population

VDH Update Date: 8/2/2021

Estimate from Federal Data*

VIIS Data By Locality

242,606

419,294

57.9%

57,446

Total Peninsula First Dose

Total Peninsula Population

Total Peninsula %

Est DOD+VAMC

62,357

115,640

53.9%

19,200

81,557

70.5%

Hampton First Dose

Hampton Population

Hampton %

Hampton Fed 1st Dose

Total Hampton

Total Hampton %

47,802

67,654

70.7%

4,425

52,227

77.2%

James City First Dose

James City Population

James City %

James City Fed 1st Dose

Total James City

Total James City %

81,186

152,189

53.3%

25,568

106,754

70.1%

Newport News First Dose

Newport News Population

Newport News %

NN Fed 1st Dose

Total Newport News

Total Newport News %

7,038

10,966

64.2%

683

7,721

70.4%

Poquoson First Dose

Poquoson Population

Poquoson %

Poquoson Fed 1st Dose

Total Poquoson

Total Poquoson %

7,305

13,874

52.7%

536

7,841

56.5%

Williamsburg First Dose

Williamsburg Population

Williamsburg %

Wmsbg Fed 1st Dose

Total Williamsburg

Total Williamsburg %

36,918

58,971

62.6%

7,034

43,952

74.5%

York County First Dose

York County Population

York County %

York Fed 1st Dose

Total York County

Total York County %

Data Source: https://data.virginia.gov/Government/VDH-COVID-19-PublicUseDataset-Vaccines-DosesAdmini/u5ru-3khs

300,052

71.6%

Total Peninsula+VAMC+DOD Peninsula+VAMC+DOD %

*These are estimates based on US Census data - percent of active duty and retired military personnel
in each locality. The Estimated DOD doses are allocated based on the reported percentage of active
duty persons residing in the locality. The VAMC doses are allocated based on reported percent of
veterans residing in the locality.
/

Virginia Health Department COVID-19 First Dose Vaccination Summary
Based on 12 years and older population

VDH Update Date: 8/1/2021

Age 65+ Population by City
*65+ data is an estimate. Census data is used
to estimate the total population of 65+ in each
locality. VIIS reports vaccinations in the age
band of 60-69. Sample data taken from
PrepMod and other sources are used to
estimate the percent of doses in the 60-69 age
band that were administered to those 65+.

77,699

83,042

94%

Total 65+ Doses

Total 65+ Pop

Total % 65+

19,188

21,324

90%

Hampton 65+ Doses

Hampton 65+ Pop

Hampton % 65+

19,569

19,590

100%

James City 65+ Doses

James City 65+ Pop

James City % 65+

23,416

25,415

92%

Newport News 65+ Doses

Newport News 65+ Pop

Newport News % 65+

2,278

2,564

89%

Poquoson 65+ Doses

Poquoson 65+ Pop

Poquoson % 65+

2,471

2,434

102%

Williamsburg 65+ Doses

Williamsburg 65+ Pop

Williamsburg % 65+

10,778

11,715

92%

York County 65+ Doses

York County 65+ Pop

York County % 65+

Data Source: https://data.virginia.gov/Government/VDH-COVID-19-PublicUseDataset-Vaccines-DosesAdmini/u5ru-3khs
/

Virginia Health Department COVID-19 First Dose Vaccination Summary*
Based on 12 years and older population

VDH Update Date: 8/1/2021

*Race and Ethnicity data is not available for 54,576 vaccinations. Therefore, vaccination totals by race are estimated
using the percent of first dose by race / ethnicity for the known population multiplied by the total first doses
administered in each locality.

White or Caucasian by City

Black or African - American by City
Locality


Hampton
James City County
Newport News
Poquoson
Williamsburg
York County

Total

Sum of Total
Black
Population

Sum of First
Dose Black
Pop

Sum of % of
Black Pop
Vaccinated

Sum of Black
Pop
Remaining

54,359
8,340
58,092
116
2,052
7,197

29,408
4,914
29,284
86
942
4,260

54.1%
58.9%
50.4%
73.9%
45.9%
59.2%

24,951
3,426
28,808
30
1,110
2,936

130,155

68,893

52.9%

61,262



Hampton
James City County
Newport News
Poquoson
Williamsburg
York County

Total



Hampton
James City County
Newport News
Poquoson
Williamsburg
York County

Total

Sum of Total
White
Population

Sum of First
Dose White
Pop

Sum of % of
White Pop
Vaccinated

Sum of White
Pop
Remaining

42,205
48,878
62,303
9,486
9,198
39,442

25,753
37,759
38,125
6,389
5,176
26,688

61.0%
77.3%
61.2%
67.4%
56.3%
67.7%

16,452
11,119
24,178
3,097
4,022
12,754

211,513

139,891

66.1%

71,622

Sum of Total A
- P.I.
Population

Sum of First
Dose A - P.I.
Pop

% A - P.I. Pop
Vaccinated

Sum of A - P.I.
Pop
Remaining

2,806
1,571
4,880
256
876
3,208

2,413
1,468
4,189
195
443
2,931

86.0%
93.4%
85.8%
76.0%
50.5%
91.4%

393
104
690
61
434
277

13,598

11,639

85.6%

1,959

Asian or Pacific Islander by City

Latino or Hispanic of Any Race by City
Locality

Locality

Sum of Total
Latino
Population

Sum of First
Dose Latino
Pop

Sum of % of
Latino Pop
Vaccinated

Sum of Latino
Pop
Reamainng

6,375
3,718
13,071
290
958
3,587

2,619
1,783
5,618
222
407
1,488

41.1%
48.0%
43.0%
76.8%
42.5%
41.5%

3,756
1,935
7,453
67
551
2,099

27,998

12,137

43.4%

15,861

Locality


Hampton
James City County
Newport News
Poquoson
Williamsburg
York County

Total

Data Source: https://data.virginia.gov/Government/VDH-COVID-19-PublicUseDataset-Vaccines-DosesAdmini/u5ru-3khs
/

Virginia Health Department COVID-19 First Dose Vaccination Summary
VDH Update Date:



Race and Ethnicity

Asian or Pacific Islander
Black
Latino
Native American
Other Race
Two or more races
White
Total



Age Group

Hampton
3.87%
47.16%
4.20%
0.52%
2.96%
0.00%
41.30%
100.00%

Hampton
85+
75-84
65-74
55-64
45-54
35-44
25-34
18-24
16-17
12-15
Total

1,817
5,150
10,380
12,810
8,513
7,565
7,786
5,190
1,199
1,844
62,254

James City
3.07%
10.28%
3.73%
0.26%
3.66%
0.00%
78.99%
100.00%

James City
2,321
6,273
9,874
8,169
6,034
4,912
4,417
3,599
981
1,182
47,762

Newport News
5.16%
36.07%
6.92%
0.53%
4.35%
0.00%
46.96%
100.00%

Newport News
2,376
5,827
11,975
15,685
11,497
11,595
11,531
6,724
1,491
2,358
81,059

Poquoson
2.77%
1.22%
3.16%
0.30%
1.77%
0.00%
90.78%
100.00%

Poquoson
212
661
1,204
1,420
982
806
662
639
184
267
7,037

Williamsburg
6.06%
12.89%
5.57%
0.43%
4.18%
0.00%
70.86%
100.00%

Williamsburg
270
821
1,265
1,055
721
752
1,021
1,229
62
105
7,301

York
7.94%
11.54%
4.03%
0.51%
3.69%
0.00%
72.29%
100.00%

York
1,164
3,214
5,797
6,977
5,173
4,642
3,837
3,519
1,026
1,514
36,863

8/2/2021

Total
4.79%
28.34%
4.99%
0.46%
3.67%
0.00%
57.74%
100.00%

Total
8,160
21,946
40,495
46,116
32,920
30,272
29,254
20,900
4,943
7,270
242,276

Data Source: https://data.virginia.gov/Government/VDH-COVID-19-PublicUseDataset-Vaccines-DosesAdmini/u5ru-3khs
/

Virginia Health Department COVID-19 First Dose Vaccination Trend - Cumulative
Date is Based on VIIS Report Date
Does not include Hampton VA or D.o.D. Vaccinations

223,786

227,743

231,545

VDH Update Date: 8/1/2021

235,976

238,778

242,606
235,671

213,950

194,241

200,314

205,859

186,915
178,133
164,405
148,214
131,993
113,957
100,226
Apr 2021

May 2021

Jun 2021

Jul 2021

Aug 2021

Data Source: https://data.virginia.gov/Government/VDH-COVID-19-PublicUseDataset-Vaccines-DosesAdmini/u5ru-3khs
/
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Craig Quigley <cquigley@hrmffa.org>
Friday, August 6, 2021 11:39 AM
Craig Quigley
[EXTERNAL] Executive Insight Brief

Ladies & Gentlemen, below please find this week’s edition of Executive Insight Brief
from The Roosevelt Group.
Craig R. Quigley
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
Executive Director
Hampton Roads Military and Federal Facilities Alliance
757-644-6324 (Office)
757-419-1164 (Mobile)

August 6, 2021
Headlines - Budget & Approps - Aerospace & Defense - Advanced Tech - Military Installations & Communities - Homeland
Security - Transportation & Infrastructure - Biotech & Healthcare - Climate & Development

Received this as a forwarded email? Sign up to be on the official distribution list!
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Notable Headlines

In case you missed it: TRG's FY22 Defense Budget Webinar available on demand
Senate panel advances first three spending bills
 Senate report released - America's Data Still At Risk
 10 things to know about the infrastructure bill
 The US Navy Is Reversing Its Fighter-Jet Design Philosophy
An easy way to track FY22 Bills: Appropriations Watch
Note: The DC August slowdown has begun, expect less activity on the Hill.


Progress of the Biden Administration's confirmation process. For a more detailed breakdown, click
through the image to the Washington Post's confirmation tracker.

Budget & Appropriations

Senate GOP shifts focus to fight over Biden's $3.5 trillion budget (The Hill)
Senate Republicans say they are increasingly focusing their fire power in the two-step
infrastructure fight on a chaotic budget brawl that will tee up Democrats’ $3.5 trillion spending
plan. Senate Democrats want to pass two things before letting senators leave for their summer
break: a roughly $1 trillion bipartisan infrastructure deal and a budget resolution that lets them
bypass Republicans later this year on a $3.5 trillion spending plan that includes top Democratic
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priorities like expanding Medicare, combating climate change and immigration reform. With
Republicans viewing passage of the bipartisan agreement as increasingly inevitable — even as they
haggle over potential changes — they say the real fight will be over the budget resolution.
Top Republican wants even ‘more money’ for defense (Roll Call)
The top Republican on the Senate Appropriations Committee said Tuesday he wants more funding
for defense next year than the Armed Services Committee recommended last month, a glimpse at
how the debate about fiscal 2022 spending levels could play out over the coming weeks. Sen.
Richard C. Shelby of Alabama told reporters that the Armed Services Committee’s version of the
fiscal 2022 defense authorization bill was “a strong statement” but added: “We would like more
money.” That draft of the National Defense Authorization Act already would give a mammoth
boost to the defense budget, with $777.9 billion for U.S. defense programs, mainly at the
Pentagon. That is $25 billion more than President Joe Biden proposed for national defense and $37
billion more than the fiscal 2021 level. That level would represent a 5 percent increase, more than
Biden’s proposed 1.7 percent increase.
Big VA budget boost on track as Senate panel backs $270 billion spending plan (Army Times)
Senate appropriators on Wednesday backed White House plans for another substantial boost in
funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs next year, signaling strong support for the idea
across congressional chambers. The committee also supported plans from the administration and
House appropriators to spend about $11 billion in military construction projects next year, even as
lawmakers continue to argue over the total level of defense spending for fiscal 2022. The
VA/Military Construction bill passed by a 25-5 vote, with most Republican votes against the
measure focused largely on complaints about the budgeting process and not the specifics of the
spending plan. If approved by the full House and Senate later this year, the legislation would boost
discretionary spending for Veterans Affairs by nearly 9 percent (to about $113 billion) and raise
total department spending to nearly $270 billion next year, the largest in history
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Keeping up the current force — operations, maintenance, pay, & benefits — gets almost twice as much
funding as investment in new technologies.

Aerospace & Defense

Inspector: DoD may struggle to recruit needed cyber workers because it failed to track open jobs
(C4ISRNET)
The DoD was supposed to have started logging its jobs starting in 2018, but the Army was the only
component with an automated quality assurance process to code its cyber workforce, according to
the DoD inspector general report. While the DoD established work role codes as required, many
components did not code or incorrectly coded civilian workforce positions. “Until the DoD
Components’ application of work role codes is complete and accurate, the DoD may not have the
information needed to identify and target the recruitment and retention programs to meet its
greatest cyber workforce needs,” the inspector general said.
DIU’s Butow Pushes Space Force Case On ‘Tactical ISR’ Mission (Breaking Defense)
Over the past two decades, “there’s been a lot of need to have imagery and information products
on the fly. … We don’t need a lot of that information for intelligence,” Steve “Bucky” Butow, Space
Portfolio director at the Defense Innovation Unit, told the Navy League’s annual Sea Air Space
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2021 show yesterday. Instead, Butow said that unclassified, but rapidly available, space-based
remote sensing imagery and analytical products are needed for routine military operations. Uyen
Dinh, who is vice president for government relations at commercial remote sensing sat firm
BlackSky, foot-stomped Butow’s point about increased need — noting the call by nine Combatant
Command heads in their so-called “36 Star memo” for the IC to declassify more data about
threatening Russian and Chinese activities including disinformation campaigns. “COCOM
commanders were not just gently, but very vigorously, advocating for more unclassified data, and
commercial imagery is uniquely shareable,” she said.
After latest flight test failure, US Air Force hopes to keep first hypersonic missile on track for
production (Defense News)
The U.S. Air Force is in the process of determining the root cause of last week’s failed hypersonic
missile test, but the program still has time to push through flight testing and begin production of
the new, cutting-edge weapon by the end of fiscal 2022, a program official said Wednesday. During
the second booster flight test of the AGM-183A Air-launched Rapid Response Weapon, which
occurred July 28 over Point Mugu Sea Range near southern California, the missile’s engine failed to
ignite after the weapon was launched from a B-52 bomber. Program officials have been unable to
identify what went wrong during the test or how to fix it, said Brig. Gen. Heath Collins, the Air
Force’s program executive officer for weapons.

TRG Experts Answer:
How does the proposed defense budget support the US focus
on the Indo-Pacific?
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Bell changes design for the US Army’s future attack recon aircraft (Defense News)
Bell initially unveiled a ducted tail rotor design for its 360 Invictus but has now opted to switch to
an open tail rotor on the aircraft, which is part of a prototyping competition to supply the U.S.
Army with a Future Attack Reconnaissance Aircraft. The company decided “months ago” to use a
design based on its familiar 525 helicopter open tail rotor, Jayme Gonzalez, Bell’s program
manager for the Invictus, told Defense News in an August 4 interview. The Invictus, when it was
first revealed in October 2019, featured a design based on 525 technology, but with several key
differences, including 40-foot rotor blades, which the Army has said it would like to have. The
aircraft also has a four-blade configured single main rotor, while the 525 has five blades.

Advanced Technologies

CISA director unveils cyber defense collaborative center for pre-attack planning (FedScoop)
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Director Jen Easterly announced the launch of a cyber
defense center Thursday that will seek to foster collaboration before cyberattacks, rather than
afterward, between federal agencies, the private sector and state and local governments. Speaking
at the Black Hat security conference in Las Vegas in one of her first public appearances since the
Senate confirmed her last month to lead the Department of Homeland Security’s cyber wing,
Easterly said the Joint Cyber Defense Collaborative (JCDC) would try to enhance teamwork that
often happens only after a major incident, such as the past year’s high-profile attacks on
companies like SolarWinds or Kaseya. “While some of this work is happening in pockets, most of it
is reactive,” Easterly said in prepared remarks. “The unique value add of the JCDC is to create a
proactive capability for government and private sector to work together closely before an incident
occurs to strengthen the connective tissue and ensure a common understanding of processes.”
Military and civilian leaders must work to secure dual-use technologies, top Navy officer says
(C4ISRNET)
The U.S. government must improve its ability to protect systems vital for military and civilian
operations, such as GPS, the Navy’s top information warfare officer said Tuesday. Speaking at the
Navy League’s Sea Air Space symposium, Vice Adm. Jeffrey Trussler, deputy chief of naval
operations for information warfare, said that what “worries” him is vulnerabilities in critical
capabilities such as position, navigation and timing — which enables GPS — and other
communications systems that aren’t controlled by a single entity.
DoD pledges militarywide alignment on electromagnetic spectrum ops (C4ISRNET)
The Department of Defense released its much anticipated plan to implement its electromagnetic
spectrum operations superiority strategy, promising departmentwide coordination to buy needed
technologies and align operations. Officials shared a few details about the classified plan, including
that a high-level oversight team has established procedures to integrate joint spectrum operations.
In the fall, EMS strategy oversight responsibilities will transfer to the DoD chief information officer
for enterprisewide approach. Members of Congress and outside experts have long been waiting
for the implementation plan noting the strategy lacks teeth without a robust plan to realize its
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goals. Officials initially expected to release the plan around March, but Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin didn’t end up signing it on July 15.
Milley: New technologies key to deterring aggressors, winning future wars (UPI)
Army Gen. Mark Milley said mastering emerging technologies is key to deterring aggressors and
winning future wars. The chairman of the Joints of Chiefs of Staff made the remarks at the Navy
League of the United States' Sea-Air-Space Global Maritime Exposition at National Harbor, Md., on
Monday. Milley cited emerging technologies as crucial to prevent or win wars if deterrence fails,
including artificial intelligence, long-range precision fires, hypersonics, unmanned systems,
biotechnology, 3-D printing and miniature electronic companies. "Those technologies are available
right now to every country in the world," Milley said. "There's nothing particularly secret about
many of them. And I would argue that the country that masters those technologies ... is likely to
have a significant, and perhaps decisive advantage."

Military Installations & Communities

TRG experts answer: Has the Air Force done enough to support military
communities that are going to lose some of their legacy systems? What more
can they do to build political support?
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Barracks overhaul plan on track for Army as Congress boosts funding (Military Times)
The Army’s nearly $10 billion barracks overhaul initiative is still on track, the service says, despite
fears early on that funding would be lost due to cuts in the Biden administration’s initial budget
proposal. Lawmakers previously expressed concern during a June budget hearing that the Army
wouldn’t be able to execute its ambitious $9.6 billion plan to overhaul and replace substandard
barracks by 2030. Since then, both the House and Senate have taken steps to increase the housingrelated funding available for the service in fiscal 2022, though the changes aren’t law yet. A House
panel approved a military construction bill that would authorize seven more barracks construction
projects than the Biden administration had requested, effectively doubling the military
construction funds for barracks in fiscal 2022. The Senate Appropriations Committee will debate
military construction funds this week.
$475M for Portsmouth Naval Shipyard dry dock project advanced by Senate committee
(Seacoastonline)
U.S. Sen, Susan Collins announced that the Appropriations Committee advanced a fiscal year 2022
funding bill Wednesday, Aug. 4, that includes $475 million for the Dry Dock #1 extension project at
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery. Currently, Dry Dock #1 can accommodate only Los Angelesclass submarines, which means it will be rendered obsolete when LA-class submarines are
removed from service in the 2030s. Failure to modernize the dry dock would result in 20 deferred
submarine maintenance availabilities through 2040, meaning Navy submarines would not be able
to accomplish their missions, according to Collins' announcement.
Navy awards $546M contract for Marines housing (Guam Daily Post)
Fifteen years after Japan and the United States agreed to reduce the number of U.S. troops in
Okinawa by relocating a fraction of them to Guam, the military's execution of the plan has ramped
up. The Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command Pacific office on Friday announced the
biggest single contract so far – $546 million – to build five of eight multistory buildings that will
house bachelor Marines within a complex on the developing Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz in
Dededo. The fifth bachelor enlisted quarters building is expected to be completed by May 2026,
according to the Navy.
New rights approved for privatized housing residents (Air Force)
The Office of the Secretary of Defense issued a revised Military Privatized Housing Initiative Tenant
Bill of Rights that now includes all 18 rights effective Aug. 1st. The revision, which added the final
four rights, now addresses the ongoing efforts to ensure these rights are available to the maximum
extent possible. The four outstanding rights are #3 – seven-year maintenance history, #14 –
dispute resolution, #15 – rent segregation and #18 – common documents (universal lease).
Corvias here, already implemented 17 of the 18 rights and submitted the Universal Lease to the
Air Force Engineer Center for approval.

Homeland Security
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US Coast Guard updates cyber plans to reflect rapid threat changes (C4ISRNET)
The U.S. Coast Guard updated its cyber strategic plans, committing to use best practices to thwart
threats and weave cyber planning into its traditional mission preparation.The new cyber strategic
outlook is the Coast Guard’s response to rapid changes in the cyber environment in recent years,
including an uptick in destabilizing events and evolving security technology and practices. “Today’s
cyberspace is markedly more complex than ever before, posing novel threats to our national
security and economic strength and stability,” the outlook stated. “Since the publication of the
2015 Coast Guard Cyber Strategy, we have seen the emergence of a contested global cyberspace
influenced by the convergence and acceleration of technology and the return to Great Power
Competition. Attacks on the confidentiality and availability of information have been
commoditized, significantly lowering barriers to entry. Attacks on information integrity have been
used to undermine public trust in institutions and sow discord.”
Kinzinger: 'Significant amount' of subpoenas likely in Jan. 6 probe (POLITICO)
Kinzinger, who along with Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) is serving on the committee to the frustration
of many in their own party, wouldn't go into further details on who the panel could subpoena, but
said, “We want to do this expeditiously. … What led up to it, what really happened and what
happened in the aftermath.” On the potential for subpoenaing prominent Republicans including
former President Donald Trump and those who spoke to him on Jan. 6, such as House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy and Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), Kinzinger said: “I would support subpoenas
to anyone that can shed light on that. If that’s the leader, that’s the leader.” “I want to know what
the president was doing every moment that day. … I want to know if the National Guard took five
or six hours to get to Capitol Hill. Did the president make calls? If he didn’t, why?” Kinzinger said.
The congressman largely deferred on what would happen in the event a subpoena is rejected,
saying it would likely be a matter for the committee lawyers.
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The graph shows the types of cases that HSI investigated and announced publicly, as determined through
ICE and DOJ press releases. Some press releases were counted more than once if their investigations
involved multiple categories of criminal violations.

DHS CIO highlights ways to strengthen cyber workforce under IT modernization strategy (Federal
News Network)
The Department of Homeland Security is looking at a new personnel system for hiring
cybersecurity talent later this fall to transform the way it attracts, retains and develops a federal
cybersecurity workforce. DHS Chief Information Officer Eric Hysen, speaking at Institute for
Defense and Government Advancement’s Homeland Security Week conference, said the muchanticipated Cyber Talent Management System will serve as the driving force behind his top-tier
priority of investing in the department’s IT workforce. “When I saw CTMS for the first time, my
reaction wasn’t just, ‘Wow, this is good for government,’ but this is better than many of the talent
systems that I’ve used in the private sector,” Hysen said last Friday.Hysen said he’s worked closely
with Chief Human Capital Officer Angie Bailey putting the finishing touches on the talent
management and compensation system. Several major cybersecurity incidents, including the
SolarWinds breach, have accelerated the demand for federal IT talent.
'Domestic Extremism' Is Greatest Terror Threat Facing US, Says DHS Secretary Mayorkas
(Newsweek)
"I think there's one thing, a very important thing, that the American public should know—that
these are not really well-organized groups that are hierarchical in nature as one might think of a
terrorist organization in the foreign terrorist traditional sense," Mayorkas said. "These are often
loosely affiliated, individuals or sole actors, really motivated by false narratives and ideologies of
hate and the like. And that's what makes it challenging as well for law enforcement." Mayorkas'
explanation of "disarray" and a lack of centralized organization seemed to connect to his
explanation for questions from Mitchell as to why there weren't warnings given to the public by
DHS surrounding the January 6 attacks, given the abundance of chatter on social media. "This is
one of the issues that is under review," Mayorkas responded, and explained his department is
studying where the government "could have done more." "We are building an infrastructure to
better equip ourselves to disseminate information," the DHS secretary said. "We have started to
issue bulletins and information alerts to state, local, territorial, markers, we're working in
partnership with law enforcement, with the Bureau of Investigation, with other federal and state
authorities to get that information out." He also explained that grants connected to DHS's CP3
project are allocated for equipping and empowering local communities with intelligence
information about domestic threats.

Transportation & Infrastructure

The Senate’s bipartisan infrastructure gang saddles up for one last ride (POLITICO)
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The Senate’s most successful bipartisan gang in years is undergoing a final rite of passage:
protection of the infrastructure bill at all costs. The ten senators who negotiated the physical
infrastructure deal are vowing to collectively block any effort that would endanger the bill’s odds
of reaching President Joe Biden’s desk. The chamber is kicking off a lengthy debate on proposed
amendments to the gang’s work, which would spend $550 billion in new spending on roads,
bridges, broadband and climate resiliency. Senators often try to attach amendments containing
their pet priorities to bills that have a strong chance of presidential approval — but that process
can scuttle carefully crafted agreements. This time, the 10 senators who directly negotiated the bill
have forged a pact to make sure that doesn’t happen. Ohio Sen. Rob Portman, the lead GOP
negotiator, predicted that “if there are any dilatory amendments, we’ll stick together.” And Sen.
Mark Warner (D-Va.) said the group is “committed to doing whatever it takes.” “There is an
agreement to stave off bad amendments,” added Sen. Jon Tester of Montana, another Democratic
negotiator. “We will lock arms and do that if necessary.”
Industry groups, equity advocates applaud infrastructure bill’s broadband provisions (Roll Call)
Telecommunications industry groups and digital equity advocates reacted positively Monday to
high-speed internet provisions in the Senate’s bipartisan infrastructure bill. The massive 2,702page bill, introduced late Sunday night as a substitute amendment to the legislative vehicle,
includes around $65 billion in spending for broadband. And though the bottom line for broadband
spending is significantly lower than the $100 billion originally sought by President Joe Biden and
congressional Democrats, almost everyone has found something to like. Industry groups, for
example, were quick to praise the lower overall funding level. The call for $100 billion in
broadband spending had led to some concerns of “overbuilding.”
Biden Toughens Fuel-Efficiency Standards, Challenges Auto Makers to Sell More EVs (WSJ)
President Biden made dual moves to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, imposing tougher fuelefficiency standards on auto makers and challenging them to drastically ramp up sales of electric
vehicles by 2030. Mr. Biden on Thursday signed an executive order setting a target for electric
vehicles, hydrogen-fuel cell and plug-in hybrid vehicles to make up 50% of U.S. sales by 2030—a
voluntary goal that auto makers said would entail federal support for vehicle charging stations and
consumer tax incentives. Separately, the Environmental Protection Agency proposed new rules
that would require auto makers to achieve a fleetwide average fuel-efficiency equivalent of 52
miles per gallon by the 2026 model year, using an industry measure that takes into account both
fuel efficiency and emissions reductions.

Biotechnology & Healthcare

Dems plot to squeeze health care promises into social spending bill (POLITICO)
Democrats’ $3.5 trillion social spending package marks the party’s last chance before the midterm
elections to make good on health care promises they’re counting on to keep control of Congress.
All they need is several trillion more dollars. To squeeze as many of their priorities as possible in a
budget resolution that’s expected right after the bipartisan infrastructure package, lawmakers are
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discussing making some of the new health spending temporary, similar to the two-year boost to
Obamacare subsidies they wrapped into Democrats’ coronavirus relief package in March.
The Army’s buying 500 million COVID vaccine doses, but they’re not for soldiers (Army Times)
The Army recently inked a $3.5 billion contract with Pfizer Inc. for the pharmaceutical company to
produce 500 million doses of its COVID-19 vaccine. But those shots are not planned for soldiers’
shoulders. Instead, the contract award states, they are for “international donation” and
procurement is expected to be completed by Dec. 31, 2022, according to the Pentagon. The plan is
for those half-a-billion doses to be distributed to more than 100 countries, most in Africa. “Our
partnership with the U.S. government will help bring hundreds of millions of doses of our vaccine
to the poorest countries around the world as quickly as possible,” Pfizer Chairman and CEO Albert
Bourla said in a June announcement of the plan. “COVID-19 has impacted everyone, everywhere,
and to win the battle against this pandemic, we must ensure expedited access to vaccines for all.”
Senators Vote To Expand Medical Marijuana Access For Military Veterans In Key Committee (MM)
A powerful Senate committee on Wednesday approved an amendment that’s meant to promote
military veterans’ access to medical marijuana by allowing doctors at the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) to issue cannabis recommendations in legal states. The measure, sponsored
by Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR), passed in the Senate Appropriations Committee on a voice vote. It
would further prohibit VA from interfering with, or denying services to, veterans who participate in
a state-legal medical cannabis program “We have now 36 states that have medical cannabis, and
our veterans want to know from their VA doctor what their thoughts are on the pros and cons or
appropriate role or challenges of this particular strategy for treating a variety of issues, including
PTSD,” Merkley said. “I think it’s really important that we not force our veterans to be unable to
discuss this issue with their doctors.”

Climate & Development
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The EU reinforces its commitment to the Paris agreement and to becoming the world’s first climateneutral continent by 2050. Still, power generation in the EU produces almost one-third of the direct CO2
emissions – what can sustainable future scenarios look like for the sector?

Democrats aim to boost solar roof tiles in U.S. budget bill (Reuters)
A pair of Democrats hope to expand a U.S. federal renewable energy tax credit to make it easier
for consumers to install roofs with solar shingles like those made by Tesla Inc (TSLA.O) and GAF
Energy, betting it will boost a nascent segment of the industry. The bill, introduced by New Jersey
Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill and Georgia Senator Jon Ossoff, would expand the solar tax credit
for residential consumers and small businesses to include entire roofing systems that integrate
solar power technology. The current 26% tax credit only covers the solar roof tiles, but not other
parts of the roof, something the industry sees as an obstacle to attracting new customers.
White House unveils extra $3 billion in local disaster funding (The Hill)
The White House on Thursday announced more than $3 billion in extra funding for projects to
increase state and local resilience to storms and other climate-related disasters. White House
press secretary Jen Psaki told reporters there would be more than $3.46 billion in new funding
through the hazard mitigation grant program, which funds projects that mitigate disaster risks to
people and property. The Department of Homeland Security later confirmed that under the
program, any state, tribe or territory that received a federal disaster declaration during the COVID19 pandemic will have access to 4 percent of the disaster costs to put toward climate change
resilience and mitigation efforts.
Five key energy components of the bipartisan infrastructure bill (The Hill)
The newly unveiled $1.2 trillion bipartisan infrastructure bill contains numerous components
aimed at improving the country’s energy, transportation and water needs. The bill’s introduction
comes as infrastructure legislation is seen as the best chance to take big steps on climate action —
though many expect a $3.5 trillion Democratic-only package to include more expansive measures
to address climate change. Top five components are: Climate-focused transportation, but not
necessarily emission-free; Cleaner power from sources other than renewables; Electric grid
upgrades; Energy efficiency in buildings; and Cleaning up lead, toxic chemicals in water systems.

Upcoming Events (times in ET)






Defense One holds a virtual discussion, beginning on "Protecting Critical
Infrastructure: Improving the Sharing of Threat Data." (August 9, 2:00PM)
New America holds a virtual discussion on "Designing Accessible and Inclusive Digital
Public Infrastructure." (August 9, 4:00PM)
The International Institute for Strategic Studies holds a virtual discussion, on "What
is Cyber Power, and Where is it Going?" focusing on the U.S. and China. (August 10,
8:00AM)
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The Potomac Officers Club holds its virtual 2021 Digital Transformation Forum.
(August 10, 8:00AM)
The Air Force Association's Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies holds a virtual
Nuclear Deterrence Forum (August 10, 10:00AM)
The Senate Foreign Relations Near East, South Asia, Central Asia and
Counterterrorism Subcommittee holds a hearing on "U.S. Security Assistance in the
Middle East." (August 10, 10:00AM)
The Potomac Officers Club holds its virtual Space Intelligence Forum (August 10,
11:00AM)
The Center for Strategic and International Studies holds a virtual discussion on "U.S.
National Security Policy in the Indo-Pacific," as part of the Smart Women, Smart
Power series. (August 10, 11:30AM)
The Government Executive Media Group holds a virtual discussion on "Space
Resilience: An Imperative to Secure the Future." (August 10, 2PM)
The Senate Judiciary Committee holds a hearing on pending nominations. (August
11, 10:00AM)
Commerce Department; International Trade Administration holds a meeting by
teleconference of the Advisory Committee on Supply Chain Competitiveness. (August
11:00 AM)
The Atlantic Council holds a virtual discussion on "The Future of Data, Oceans, and
International Affairs." (August 11, 12:00PM)
The Institute of World Politics holds a virtual seminar, beginning at 6 p.m., on "Cyber
Critical Infrastructure." (August 11, 6pm)
The Potomac Officers Club holds its virtual Sixth Annual Army Forum on "how the
Army will drive future capabilities." (August 12, 8:00AM)
The Government Executive Media Group holds a virtual discussion on "Embracing
the Future of Work with the Content Cloud." (August 12, 2:00PM)
The Business Council for International Understanding holds a discussion with Heidi
Grant, director of the Defense Security Cooperation Agency. (August 13, 8:30AM)
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Notable Headlines

Democrats say they have the votes to advance $3.5T budget measure
 To Transform Tech, DoD Must Stop Being An ‘Innovation Tourist:’ Report
 INSCOM releases 2021 technology RFI
 New NDIA Spin-Off Focuses On Building Next-Gen Tech Base For DoD
 Here’s what’s in the $550 billion bipartisan infrastructure deal
TBI advancements: Brain games help restore function after mild TBIs, study finds
EV Acceleration: DOE Awards $60 Million to Accelerate Advancements in Zero-Emissions Vehicles


Progress of the Biden Administration's confirmation process. For a more detailed breakdown, click
through the image to the Washington Post's confirmation tracker.

Budget & Appropriations

Aid bill for Capitol security, Afghan refugees headed to Biden’s desk (Roll Call)
Lawmakers voted overwhelmingly Thursday to approve a $2.1 billion spending bill meant to shore
up their own safety in the wake of the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, reimburse the National Guard
for a monthslong activation to secure the complex and relocate Afghans who helped the U.S.
government during the war. The 416-11 House vote Thursday afternoon clears the measure for
President Joe Biden’s signature with just days to spare before the Capitol Police and National
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Guard are expected to face funding shortfalls related to the insurrection by pro-Trump rioters.
House passage came just hours after the Senate's 98-0 vote. Though lawmakers in that chamber
gave the measure a strong bipartisan vote, House members weren't entirely pleased with the final
product or that it took the Senate about two months to approve its version after the House acted
on an earlier version.
House passes Legislative Branch spending bill (Roll Call)
The House on Wednesday passed 215-207 an amended fiscal 2022 Legislative Branch spending bill
that would provide $4.8 billion in funding, including a boost for the embattled Capitol Police
department. The Capitol Police would receive $603.9 million, an $88.4 million or 17 percent
increase over the fiscal 2021 funding level of $515.5 million. A separate, $2.1 billion emergency
Capitol security supplemental spending bill — which includes funding for Capitol Police equipment,
trauma support, intelligence operations and money to backfill overtime — has yet to be voted on
by the Senate. If it becomes law, the emergency bill would deliver money to pay for the
extraordinary amount of overtime officers have worked since the Jan. 6 insurrection at the Capitol.

House passes sprawling spending bill ahead of fall shutdown fight (The Hill)
The House on Thursday passed a sprawling appropriations package to fund the departments of
Health and Human Services, Labor and Veterans Affairs and other agencies and set a marker in
negotiations to avoid a government shutdown when current funding expires this fall. The package,
which includes seven of the 12 annual appropriations bills to fund the government for the new
fiscal year beginning Oct. 1, passed the lower chamber 219-208 along party lines. Thursday’s vote
follows the passage of two separate spending bills by the House the day before that would boost
funding for the Capitol Police and other legislative branch operations and provide funding for the
State Department. The package passed on Thursday, totaling $617 billion in discretionary
spending, would increase funding for several federal agencies and policy areas President Biden has
outlined as key priorities for his legislative agenda, including in education, child care and public
health.

Aerospace & Defense

Pentagon Told to Review, Fix F-35 Pilot Breathing Issues (BGov)
A House panel concerned about persistent problems with the on-board breathing system for F-35
Joint Strike Fighter pilots is directing the Pentagon to investigate and correct the issues. The House
Armed Services Tactical Air and Land Forces Subcommittee wants the Pentagon, with help from
NASA, to start testing and evaluating the breathing system in the Lockheed Martin Corp. aircraft in
operational scenarios. The proposed provision is included in the subcommitee’s portion of the
fiscal 2022 defense authorization measure. The requirement was prompted by a NASA study
published earlier this year that had some concerning findings, according to a committee aide who
asked not to be named. While the NASA study examined why F-18 and F-15 fighter jet pilots
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encountered physiological episodes, the team also analyzed a limited number of F-35 breathing
issues and interviewed the pilots who experienced physiological episodes in the U.S. military’s
newest fighter aircraft. Instead of the pilots adapting to the fighter aircraft, the Defense
Department needs to ensure the planes comply with the military’s specifications required for the
breathing systems, the aide said, so that pilots shouldn’t have to think about breathing on the
plane.
Lawmakers demand clearer picture for Guam missile defense plans (Defense News)
Consensus is building on Capitol Hill that the Missile Defense Agency needs to provide more clarity
on its plans for a missile defense architecture to protect Guam. The House Armed Services
Committee’s strategic forces subpanel, in its markup of the fiscal 2022 National Defense
Authorization Act, will require the MDA to provide congressional defense committees a detailed
report on its plans for a missile defense architecture for Guam, an acquisition strategy and
requirements for funding, according to committee staff. The MDA has yet to reveal what the
missile defense architecture for Guam will look like. The House committee has asked the MDA for
a report on plans for the island for several years, but this time its subcommittee will require a
report be delivered with more detail on the planned architecture and what types of threats it
could engage. According to a committee staffer, the MDA never delivered reports asked for in
previous years.
Senate policy bill rejects Air Force request to send some A-10s in the boneyard (Defense News)
The Senate Armed Services Committee’s fiscal 2022 defense policy bill slapped down some of the
U.S. Air Force’s plans to retire legacy aircraft, mandating that the service retain the venerable A-10
Warthog. The bill, approved by the committee on Wednesday, did permit some aircraft
divestments. Most notably, it would allow for the retirement of 18 KC-135 aircraft and 12 KC-10
aircraft, enabling the continued bed down of the KC-46. However, the committee’s version of the
National Defense Authorization Act sends a message that lawmakers have not been wholly
persuaded by Air Force officials’ arguments to mothball a portion of the fleet to free up money for
cutting-edge aircraft still in development, such as the B-21 Raider and Next Generation Air
Dominance program, and will seek to balance risk by retaining certain airframes.

Lockheed Loses $225M on Secret Project, Lowers F-35 Production Forecast (Defense One)
Lockheed Martin lost $225 million on a classified military project due “performance issues,” the
company told investors on Monday. While the company did not disclose details of the project,
executives said the secret effort is in the development stage and being worked on by its
aeronautics division. “We have a development contract that we believe will be successful from a
schedule and performance standpoint, and then ultimately will turn into production, a production
program,” Lockheed CFO Ken Possenriede said during the company’s quarterly earnings call. “We
also believe there are additional opportunities out there. And I'll assure you, we believe ... there is
still a very strong business case, given these associated opportunities.” Lockheed’s Aeronautics
business includes Skunk Works, the company’s famed research and development division behind
the U-2 spy plane, SR-71 Blackbird, and F-117 attack jet. Lockheed is believed to be working on a
hypersonic reconnaissance plane. It may also be the undisclosed developer of the Air Force’s
secret Next Generation Air Dominance warplane.
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Advanced Technologies

Lawmakers Throw Wrench Into Air Force ISR Divestment Plan (Breaking Defense)
House authorizers, skeptical of the Air Force’s plan to divest a number of Intelligence, Surveillance
and Reconnaissance (ISR) assets, are demanding that military commanders weigh in on the
operational risks such a move would entail. The mark up of the fiscal 2022 National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) by the House Armed Services subcommittee on tactical aircraft and land
forces, released Wednesday, also instructs the watchdog Government Accountability Office (GAO)
to assess “current Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps tactical aircraft capability and capacity
requirements and forecasted shortfalls.” The subcommittee will vote on the draft language crafted
by Chairman Donald Norcross, D-NJ, and Ranking Member Vicky Hartzler, R-MO, on Thursday.
Lawmakers want answers on US Army plans to protect vehicles from drones (Defense News)
House lawmakers want answers from the Army on its plan to outfit combat vehicles with
protection systems capable of countering unmanned aircraft systems, according to the Tactical Air
and Land Forces Subcommittee’s markup of the fiscal 2022 defense authorization bill, released July
28. The Army has been struggling for years to install active protection systems onto its Abrams
tanks, Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehicles and Stryker combat vehicles. While it has been able to
field an interim system on its Abrams tanks, the Army has fallen behind with an interim system
installation for the Bradley. The effort to equip Strykers with an APS is on the backburner because
it was determined there is no system suitable for the platform. The Army is also working toward an
integrated vehicle protection system suite for its combat vehicles.
Space Force launches small satellite to test new sensor possibilities (C4ISRNET)
The U.S. Space Force launched a new experimental satellite July 29 that will test the possibility of
installing large, deployable weather sensors on small satellites. Named Monolith, the satellite is an
Air Force Research Laboratory program exploring the possibility of using small satellites for
Department of Defense missions. The mission for this latest launch will demonstrate whether
large, deployable sensors can be effectively used with 6U- or 12U-sized satellite buses. A 6U
satellite is 10-by-20-by-30 centimeters, while the 12U is larger at 20-by-20-by-30 centimeters.
AI Gives ‘Days of Advanced’ Warning in Recent NORTHCOM Networked Warfare Experiment
(Defense One)
Using artificial intelligence for rapid data collection and integration of shrunk the commander's
decision cycle from days to minutes in some instances in a recent information experiment by U.S.
Northern Command, the head of NORTHCOM said Wednesday. Speaking to reporters at the
Pentagon, Gen. Glen VanHerck said the Global Information Dominance Exercise or GIDE, “focused
a lot on contested logistics to give us a scenario where maybe a line of communication such as the
Panama Canal may be challenged,” by a peer competitor such as China or Russia. The experiment
wrapped up during the second week of July. The experiment was hosted by NORTHCOM but
included 11 combatant commands, which illustrated how they can integrate and act on data from
satellites, planes, and other sources. It also tested the command’s ability to use new artificial
intelligence abilities to monitor and predict potential threats using those data sources.

mhtml:file://I:\~BOS_WEEKLY_INFORMATION\2021\August 6, 2021\Regional Corresp...

8/6/2021

Executive Insight Brief

Page 6 of 12

Military Installations & Communities

Here’s How Many Air Force, Space Force Bases are Affected by DOD’s New Mask Guidance (AF
Times)
But certain areas of the country are significantly more affected at the moment, and the
Department of the Air Force’s installations fall in many. The entire state of Florida, home to four
Air Force installations and two Space Force ones, is considered to have high or substantial
transmission. All of the department’s six installations in California fall in affected areas, as do all
five in Colorado and all five in Texas. In particular, many of the largest bases by Air Force
population, including Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.; Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.; Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base, Ohio; and Shaw Air Force Base, S.C.; as well as Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, Texas,
are in areas with high or substantial transmission. Offutt Air Force Base, Neb., was originally not
included in the affected areas, but the CDC’s updated data on the evening of July 29 pushed Sarpy
County, where the base is located, into substantial transmission territory. As of the evening of July
29, just 10 Air Force Bases and Space Force Stations located within the U.S. and its territories are in
areas with “low” or “moderate” transmission, meaning the new mask mandate does not apply. Of
those 10, half are located either in the mid-Atlantic or New England.
Oceana, Virginia Beach striking deal to begin privatizing parts of Navy base and leasing land for
development (Virginian Pilot)
Naval Air Station Oceana hopes to stretch its funds by finding partners to take over some jobs and
by leasing some of its unused land. Capt. John Hewitt, the base commanding officer, will sign an
agreement with the city of Virginia Beach next week to launch the effort. Called Future Base
Design, one element of the program calls for finding new ways to provide “non-core” base
services, ranging from the golf course to recreation services to barracks housing. How exactly that
would look is still to be determined, Hewitt said. The other thrust of the program focuses on some
350 to 400 acres of land.
Sen. Lindsey Graham asks for $230M in federal money for SC military base projects (Post &
Courier)
U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham requested more than $230 million in federal money for construction
projects at nearly every military base in South Carolina as Congress brings back direct spending
requests for the first time in over a decade. Graham, R-S.C., earlier this month submitted memberdirected spending requests, otherwise known as “earmarks,” from the Military Construction and
Commerce, Justice, and Science appropriations bills. Among some of the major spending requests
includes $122 million for Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort to construct an aircraft maintenance
hangar, $30 million for Joint Base Charleston to construct a new fire and rescue station and $21
million for Fort Jackson to complete initial construction on their reception barracks.
Plans for military pay raise, extra allowance for low-income troops move ahead (Military Times)
A key House panel backed both a 2.7 percent pay raise for troops next year and the creation of a
new basic needs allowance for low-income service members, signaling significant financial help in
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2022 for some service members facing financial woes. Members of the House Armed Services
Committee’s panel on personnel issues on Tuesday advanced their draft of the annual defense
authorization bill, which included both the annual pay raise and the new needs allowance
program. Although both measures still face long legislative roads before becoming law, the panel
vote was significant because it signaled widespread support for both ideas among lawmakers, an
indication that the proposals are likely to move through congressional negotiations later this fall
with little or no opposition.

Homeland Security

DHS Cancels Two Border Wall Contracts (Defense One)
The Homeland Security Department announced on Friday it cancelled two contracts for
construction on the U.S.-Mexico border. DHS’s Customs and Border Protection is terminating the
contracts for the Laredo, Texas, sector of the border––spanning 31 miles and using fiscal 2020
appropriated funds––because they “are not necessary to address any life, safety, environmental or
other remediation requirements, as described in the DHS border wall plan implementing President
Biden’s proclamation,” said the department in a press release. Biden ordered a pause on border
wall work upon coming into office and his administration announced in April it was cancelling
border wall contracts from the Trump era. These are the first cancellations since DHS released its
plan for unobligated border wall funds in June. “Construction has not yet started on the two
Laredo sector projects, and no land acquisition has begun,” Homeland Security stated. “CBP
intends to engage in environmental planning concerning these barrier projects, including taking
certain actions consistent with the National Environmental Policy Act and other statutes.”
White House Asks CISA, NIST to Set Cybersecurity Performance Goals for Critical Infrastructure
Operators (Defense One)
The White House will issue a national security memo Wednesday instructing the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency and the National Institute of Standards and Technology to establish
cybersecurity performance goals for private-sector owners and operators of critical infrastructure.
The goal is to set comprehensive expectations for cybersecurity across all sectors of critical
infrastructure at a time when private companies might be more inclined to meet them, a senior
administration official told reporters Tuesday. The official said the administration expects the
action will make a difference even though it’s not a requirement because of “the fact that it's
being announced by the president in the context of the [Transportation Security Administration’s]
recent mandate, in the context of us openly saying that we really are committed to addressing the
limited and piecemeal regulation, in the context of the current environment where the threat is
known and seen by critical infrastructure owners and private sectors.”
The Cybersecurity 202: Combating ransomware’s a top priority for the Senate Homeland Security
Committee (WaPo)
Leaders of the Senate Homeland Security Committee are poised to introduce legislation aimed at
combatting damaging ransomware attacks and launching a probe to thwart criminal hackers who
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use cryptocurrency to demand and receive multimilllion-dollar ransoms. Chairman Gary Peters (DMich.) has been conducting an investigation into how Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies have
become the standard means of exchange for ransomware hackers such as those that locked up
computer files at Colonial Pipeline and the meat processor JBS – largely because it allows them to
move funds quickly and anonymously. His next step – along with the committee’s top Republican,
Sen. Rob Portman (Ohio) – will be to introduce a broader ransomware bill that will tackle several
parts of the problem. The legislation is expected within the next few weeks.

Transportation & Infrastructure

Biden Issues National Security Memorandum On Critical Infrastructure (Breaking Defense)
President Joe Biden today issued a national security memorandum on improving critical
infrastructure cybersecurity, with the goal of encouraging critical infrastructure owners and
operators to voluntarily adopt better cybersecurity standards. The memorandum is intended to
address what a senior administration official described Tuesday evening as the nation’s “woefully
insufficient” cybersecurity posture; it also comes less than 24 hours after Biden stated that a
cyberattack could someday lead to a “real shooting war.” “I think it’s more than likely we’re going
to end up, if we end up in a war — a real shooting war with a major power — it’s going to be as a
consequence of a cyber breach of great consequence, and it’s increasing exponentially,” the
president said Tuesday during a visit to the Office of the Director of National Intelligence.
Bipartisan infrastructure deal sails through first Senate vote (POLITICO)
The Senate’s bipartisan infrastructure deal finally moved forward on Wednesday night after weeks
of grueling negotiations, handing a group of centrists and President Joe Biden a major win. Though
the legislation is still unfinished and failed just a week ago, more than a dozen Republicans took
the plunge and voted to break an initial filibuster on the bill. Among them was Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), who has previously said “100 percent” of his focus was on
standing up to Biden’s agenda. But even as the Senate agreed to begin considering the bipartisan
framework, final passage remains uncertain. Republicans will demand amendment votes and input
on the bill, and it will once again face a 60-vote hurdle to close debate. The Senate may even work
through the weekend to make progress on the proposal and its $550 billion in new spending as
August recess approaches. "I want to commend the group of senators who worked with President
Biden," said Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) after the vote. "My goal remains to
pass both the bipartisan infrastructure bill and a budget resolution this work period. Both. It might
take some long nights, it might eat into our weekends, but we are going to get the job done. And
we are on track."
Automakers to join Biden in 40 percent electric vehicle pledge: report (The Hill)
Three major automakers will reportedly join President Biden in a promise to make 40 percent of
car sales electric by 2030. The Washington Post reported on Thursday that Ford, General Motors
and Stellantis, which was previously known as Fiat Chrysler, will offer support for a shift to electric
vehicles making up 40 to 50 percent of their new car sales. Ford spokesperson Melissa Miller in an

mhtml:file://I:\~BOS_WEEKLY_INFORMATION\2021\August 6, 2021\Regional Corresp...

8/6/2021

Executive Insight Brief

Page 9 of 12

email highlighted the company's prior announcement that it expects 40 percent of its worldwide
vehicle volume to be electric by 2030, but didn't say whether the company would be part of a
White House push. Spokespeople for the White House and Stellantis declined The Hill’s request for
comment. GM didn’t immediately respond.

Biotechnology & Healthcare

Democrats consider scaling back new funds to fight next pandemic (The Hill)
Congressional Democrats are considering cutting new funds for pandemic preparedness in an
upcoming package from the $30 billion proposed by President Biden to as little as $5 billion,
sources say, prompting alarm from public health advocates. As lawmakers look to pack a slew of
priorities, from paid leave to universal prekindergarten, into a $3.5 trillion package, some areas are
starting to get cut. But advocates are warning that of all the funding to scale back on, money to
prepare for future pandemics should be among the last items on the list, especially after COVID-19
has killed more than 600,000 Americans.
Top health official sees various routes to lowering patient costs (The Hill)
Meena Seshamani, director of the Center for Medicare, said drug companies, health care providers
and the government need to do more for Americans who struggle to afford prescription drugs.
Speaking at The Hill’s “Making Medicare Work Better for Patients” event on Tuesday, Seshamani
said Americans pay 2-3 times more for medicine than residents of other wealthy countries. “If the
prescription medications that people take to stay healthy are expensive and unaffordable, this
presents a huge barrier to people being able to stay healthy and for all of us to make progress on
improving our system,” she told The Hill’s Steve Clemons.
Lawmakers urge National Archives to digitize records, clear backlog of veterans’ requests (Stars
and Stripes)
Leaders of the House Committee on Oversight and Reform urged the National Archives this week
to digitize its records to help with a large backlog of records requests from veterans who need
personnel information to secure government benefits. Leaders of the National Archives and
Records Administration told lawmakers last month that they were struggling with a backlog of
about 500,000 records requests from veterans who need military personnel information from the
archives when applying for Department of Veterans Affairs benefits and health care. They
estimated the backlog would not be eliminated until the end of 2022. The records requests grew
during the coronavirus pandemic when most employees at the National Personnel Records Center
were not permitted to work on site. Workers could not access records while working remotely. The
center is working to digitize its records, but it’s not happening fast enough, lawmakers said.
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Climate & Development

Wildfires Are So Dangerous Now that the National Guard Prepares for Them Like Hurricanes
(Defense One)
The main questions: Who would be deployed? In 2019, North Carolina’s Guard needed help
because about 4,000 of their service members were on orders to deploy overseas. How could
neighboring state Guards backfill the vehicles, manpower, and aircraft that deployed units would
take with them? Where would high-water vehicles or generators be prepositioned? Earlier this
year, various West Coast units mimicked that approach, Hokanson said. In a planning exercise at
the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise, Idaho, the units drilled for wildfires. They realized
that a California National Guard aviation brigade was deploying, “which took a lot of their aircraft”
the state would need this wildfire season, the general said. “So we looked around the country and
identified all those states that could provide aircraft and crews,” Hokanson said. “Then we did
everything we could to get them trained prior to fire season.”
Biden mileage rule to exceed Obama climate goal (AP)
In a major step against climate change, President Joe Biden is proposing a return to aggressive
Obama-era vehicle mileage standards over five years, according to industry and government
officials briefed on the plan. He’s then aiming for even tougher anti-pollution rules after that to
forcefully reduce greenhouse gas emissions and nudge 40% of U.S. drivers into electric vehicles by
decade’s end. The proposed rules from the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department
of Transportation reflect Biden’s pledge to attack climate change but also balance concerns of the
auto industry, which is urging a slower transition to zero-emission electric vehicles. The regulatory
action would tighten tailpipe emissions standards rolled back under President Donald Trump. The
proposed rules are expected to be released as early as next week, according to the officials, who
spoke on the condition of anonymity because the rules haven’t been finalized. Environmental
groups said Tuesday that the proposal did not go far enough.
Bipartisan framework remains mostly consistent on climate (The Hill)
The latest iteration of the bipartisan infrastructure deal is remaining largely in line with a
previously announced version of the framework on energy and environment spending. The latest
figures come after lawmakers said they reached an agreement on “major issues.” Like a previously
announced version, the latest deal would put $73 billion toward power infrastructure, $7.5 billion
toward electric buses and transit, $55 billion toward water infrastructure, and $21 billion toward
environmental cleanups.
SEC boss offers rough roadmap on climate plans (Axios)
Securities and Exchange Commission chair Gary Gensler yesterday shared his thinking on looming
climate risk disclosure rules and said he wants more coherence around climate-friendly investing.
Driving the news: Gensler, in comments yesterday, said he's tasked SEC staff with coming up with a
draft regulation by the end of the year. His remarks, before the group Principles for Responsible
Investment, also made the case that there's strong support for the effort. Gensler noted that 75%
of responses to the SEC's solicitation of comments earlier this year back mandatory climate
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disclosure rules.

Upcoming Events (times in ET)



























The Hudson Institute holds a virtual discussion, beginning at 12 p.m., on
"Implementing a New Maritime Strategy." (August 2, 12:00PM)
The Atlantic Council holds a virtual discussion, beginning at 2:30 p.m., on "Building
the Picture Bit-by-Bit: Why the U.S. Needs a Bureau of Cyber Statistics. (August 2,
2:30PM)
The Senate Armed Services Committee holds a hearing on the nomination of Army
Lt. Gen. Laura Richardson to be general and commander of the U.S. Southern
Command. (August 3, 9:30 AM)
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee holds a hearing on "Authorizations of Use
of Force: Administration Perspectives." (August 3, 10:00AM)
The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee holds a
hearing on "Domestic Terrorism and Violent Extremism: Examining the Threat of
Racially, Ethnically, Religiously, and Politically Motivated Attacks, Part I." (August 3,
10:00AM)
The Hudson Institute holds a virtual discussion, beginning at 12 p.m., on "Gaining
Advantage Through Mission Integration," focusing on "challenges facing U.S. forces
against a peer competitor like China." (August 3, 12:00PM)
The Association of the United States Army holds a virtual discussion, beginning at 12
p.m., on Army environmental issues. (August 3, 12:00PM)
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee holds a markup of S.J.Res. 10 (117), to
repeal the authorizations for use of military force against Iraq; and other pending
calendar business. (August 4, 10:00AM)
The Atlantic Council holds a virtual discussion, beginning at 10 a.m., on "Enhancing
Security in the Black Sea: The Future of Security Cooperation."(August 4, 10:00AM)
The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee holds a
markup of S. 1514 (117), the "Border Transportation Efficiency Act"; S. 2305 (117), to
enhance cybersecurity education; S. 2439 (117) (August 4, 10:30AM)
Informa Tech holds the Black Hat USA conference, beginning at 12 p.m.
The Government Executive Media Group holds a virtual discussion, beginning at 2
p.m., on "Accelerating the Mission with Digital Workflow Transformation." (August 4,
2PM)
The Air Force Association's Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies holds a virtual
Nuclear Deterrence Forum, beginning at 10 a.m. (August 5, 10:00AM)
The National Press Club Newsmaker Program holds a news conference with Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. Charles Brown Jr. on "the Air Force mission in an everchanging national security environment." (August 6, 2:00PM)
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