August 13, 2021
Upper Level of Riverwalk Landing Parking Terrace Closing Monday for Repairs
The project is expected to be completed by October 1. With this closure, parking will be
redirected to other free lots in town, including
those at County Administration and the
Courthouse. To accommodate visitors during the
project, the Yorktown Trolley is expanding
operations beginning Monday with a second
trolley providing service seven days a week
through Labor Day, and then on weekends until
the project is completed, which is estimated to be
October 1. The two trolleys will also operate from
5 to 10 p.m. on Thursdays for the remaining Sounds of
Summer concert performances (Slapnation on August 19
and Tidewater Drive Band on August 26). Concertgoers
can also park at the American Revolution Museum at
Yorktown and ride a shuttle to and from the waterfront.
Parking attendants/ambassadors will be available on weekends and concert evenings to
direct visitors to available parking. For more information about the parking terrace work,
read this week’s press release.
Coming Next Week….
The Fall 2021 Citizen News Quarterly will be published early next week and contain
information you’ll want to hold on to. The cover story is about this year’s real estate
assessment and how it may affect you. The County Administrator shares his thoughts on
County finances and the impact of federal funding. And, Tourism Development has
included a schedule of events through the end of this year! Once uploaded, the newsletter
is available on the Public Affairs website. You can also sign up for delivery directly to
your inbox. Be the first to know the latest news from York County!
Regional Effort Wins Achievement Award
The Peninsula COVID-19 Operations Center (PCOC), established in
early 2020 to manage the impact of the coronavirus on our region, is the
recipient of a Virginia Association of Counties Achievement Award!
This PCOC served as an Incident Management Team encompassing all
six fire and EMS governmental agencies on the Peninsula (York
County, James City County, Williamsburg, Newport News, Hampton

and Poquoson), Virginia Department of Health, law enforcement, military partners, and
several other organizations. The award will be presented to agency representatives at a
future meeting of the Board of Supervisors.
Ella Taylor Road Traffic Calming Project Start Date Announced
In the July 23 Citizen News Weekly, we let readers know that the
installation of speed tables on Ella Taylor Road would begin in
coming weeks. We now have a start date: September 22. When
work begins, temporary lane closures and traffic delays may occur.
Electronic signs will notify drivers of the roadwork as we get closer
to the start date. Updates will be posted on our Facebook page and
Public Works website.
Additional Notes for the Week…..Don’t forget to register for the September 1 CarFit
for Seniors in Newport News. Professionals will help you determine if your car fits your
needs with a 12-point check of seat position, access to pedals, mirror adjustment, and more.
Register on the Parks and Recreation website. Also, parents and guardians are invited to
attend the “High in Plain Sight” Virtual and In-Person Town Hall on September 2 at
the Williamsburg Lodge. Learn how to detect substance abuse in your home and
community. Call (757) 890-3880 for more information or to register.

Citizen News Weekly is compiled and published by York County Public Affairs each Friday to share news
and events with our citizens and neighbors. This weekly newsletter is placed on our website and delivered
directly to your inbox. Questions? Contact Gail Whittaker, Public Information Officer: (757) 890-3310 or
whittgl@yorkcounty.gov.

Keeping Political Partisanship
Out of Local Government
Sometimes inaction is appropriate&
Political polarization and incivility are intensifying in
society today, which has included a desire by some
advocates to demonstrate that elected officials, as
opinion leaders, favor their opinion. As a result, city
councils, county boards, and individual elected officials
have been asked to adopt positions on a variety of
political and divisive issues that do not directly pertain
to city or county services. Understandably, elected
officials have strong opinions and are prone to action
to solve problems and improve their communities.
This article suggests that sometimes restraint from
action can be the wiser choice.
BY MICHAEL WILLl~MS, PHD
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Political polarization is feeding on itself For example, there
is substantial literature that demonstrates that partisanship is
correlated with migration, to the point that it impacts decisions
about where and with whom one will live. In addition, today's
technology supports the creation oflike-minded "communities"
within our personal digital world. We can easily choose to read
and view only information that supports our own opinions. Tue
increased polarization within these "echo chambers" can foster
dehumanizing language, increased incivility, and extreme ideals.
Partisan polarization combined with incivility and gridlock
contributes to the low trust in the federal government. The Pew
Research Center finds that not only is the public's confidence in
the federal government low, but partisan animosity has increased
substantially and trust among individuals is shrinking. Seventy-five
percent ofadults believe that American's trust
in the federal government is declining and
64 percent believe that trust in each other is
shrinking. Over 85 percent ofpeople feel that
those that voted for the other candidate in the
2020 presidential election do not understand
"people like me:' Many intense partisans
even believe the opposing party's policies
are "so misguided that they threaten the
nation's well-being"!1
In short, when considering partisan issues,
we have become so divided that we do not trust
one another. Thankfully, local government
remains nonpartisan. We even know, from
studies by Richard Florida, that "Democratic
and Republican residents see very little
difference on local issues:'2 People that might
very well be divided on national issues are
not necessarily divided on local issues. Thus,
trust in local government remains high. Further, that high level of
trust is critical to social capital, compromise, collaboration, and
relationships-critical components to solving local problems.
Recently, local governing bodies have been requested to enter the
political fray about issues such as the Second Amendment and gun
control, school choice, immigration and refugee policy, COVID-19
business closures and mask mandates, and other topics that do not
directly pertain to city/county services. These types ofissues are
incompatible with the regular duties oflocal government for at least
five reasons.
1. Local governments rely on relationships, collaboration, and
compromise to solve problems and provide services. Injecting
the partisan divide into local decisions may very well degrade
the crucial relationships and trust required to solve local issues.
In local government, our relationships are much more important
than party and ideology.
2. Local issues are almost exclusively nonpartisan. Residents'
attitudes about local issues are not shaped by partisan politics or
party loyalty.
3. Local government officials typically use their roles to build
community trust and healthy relationships rather than contribute
to disagreement and bickering.

4. Often, the public is unaware ofthe limitations ofthe authority of
city and county governments. Proposed resolutions may not have
the impact desired or anticipated by its supporters.
5. When governing bodies, individual elected officials, or local
government managers meander from their proper roles, things
will get messy fast.
What we do in local government is not partisan or overtly
political. Local governments do not decide everything with a vote
but, rather, operate much more with consensus on community
issues. 1his makes sense because, as Richard Florida found, there
is very little difference between the attitudes ofDemocrats and
Republicans on local issues.
No doubt, a single elected official's political base might agree with
a position on a non-city/county issue; and the entire elected body
might agree with a position on a non-city/
county issue. Butwhywould the body act on
an empty proclamation or resolution that will
be the cause ofany divide in the community?
It does not make sense politically or for the
common good.
County boards and city councils have
responsibilities in numerous policy areas
many ofthem statutory or mandated-that
need not intersect with controversial,
partisan issues. To differentiate and define
such boundaries, several county boards in
Minnesota have adopted policies or guidelines
that describe when a county will (or will not)
consider a resolution or proclamation. To use
cliche, these boards are formalizing the concept
of"staying in their lane" and working within
their defined role as county commissions.
An important reason for formalizing this
type ofpolicy is to not only be fair with every constituency, but
also with one another. To be successful, all elected members must
adhere to a policy to prohibit action on issues that are irrelevant to
city or county government.
Being nonpartisan will not prevent a local government from
confronting controversy or partisan disagreement. But_freedom
from partisan controversy and the partisan atmosphere enhances a
local government's trust within the community and increases its
ability to solve local issues. A local government's effectiveness is
enhanced by its nonpartisan nature. Let's keep it that way. P.111
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solve local issues.

ENDNOTES AND RESOURCES
1
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2016/06/22/partisanship-and-political
animosity-in-2016/
2

https://www.route-fifty.com/management/2019/04/are-local-politics-polarized
national-depends-issue/156566/
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