FRIENDS OF

JL7\B
August 2021
Dear Friends,
A lot has transpired since my last update to you in April of 2020. A key update on the Electron
Ion Collider (EiC) from earlier this month is prompting this update, along with a glimpse at the
next big opportunity for Jefferson Lab.
On July 6, the Department of Energy (DOE} granted Critical Decision 1 (CD-1) for the EiC.
Approval of CD-1 provides the authorization to begin the project execution phase, starting with
preliminary design. The EiC is being funded by the DOE Office of Science, with a total project
cost expected to be in the range of $1. 7-2.8 billion. Jefferson Lab has been announced as a
major partner in the project, as most of the new collider's $500 million inner-workings will be
constructed here in Hampton Roads, providing a direct economic benefit for the region. This
contract award is a big deal, it's more than double the lab's annual operating budget, which
means more jobs, local revenue, and supply chain contracts sourced right here on the
Peninsula.
While it was disappointing to not have the EiC sited in Newport News, the collaboration with
Brookhaven for its construction is a remarkable consolation prize. Now that the EiC competition
is behind us, our legislative leaders in Washington, led by Senator Mark Warner, have
encouraged DOE to think about what is next for Jefferson Lab. Last year, the Lab shared a
concept paper with DOE leadership, proposing a High-Performance Data Facility (HPDF} or
"super-computer" to be sited at Jefferson Lab and setup to analyze all of the new data
produced by CEBAF, the EiC, and many of the other DOE "Big Science" facilities that are in
operation now, or that will be constructed over the next decade. This facility, one of four DOE
nationally, will also open the door to significant university collaboration and industry
engagement, as supercomputing facilities are in very high demand for data analytics.
When the President's budget was released earlier this year it specifically named an east coast
High Performance Data Facility as a key priority for the DOE. The proposed budget language
does not name Jefferson Lab, but the lab is in regular meetings with the DOE Advanced
Scientific Computing Research (ASCR} Program. This federal budget request also includes $2
· million for initial design activities. The Lab has received more than $1 million this year from
ASCR to fund R&D activities aligned with developing the HPDF.
On the state level, Kemper Consulting and the Lab were able to secure $1.5 million each in FY21
and FY22. The Lab will be using this funding to hire an architecture/engineering firm to start
conceptual designs, begin recruiting key personnel for the HPDF project team, and establishing
joint faculty positions with Virginia Universities.
This is an exciting project that would provide a new diversified mission for the Lab. While we
don't need the assistance of the Friends of Jefferson Lab on the state level, there is potentially a
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need for assistance on the Federal level as Congress develops their budget proposals. For the
first time in years, the President's budget included sufficient funding for DOE facility upgrades
and full funding for the lab's core missions. However, a recent mark up by the House
Appropriations Energy and Water Development subcommittee has made dramatic reductions
to the President's funding request. If these reductions to the Administration's budget
recommendation are eventually adopted, we would see cuts to Jlab's ability to operate the
CEBAF fully and the layoffs of highly trained staff. I have attached a copy of the August 5th
letter from the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission to the entire Virginia
Congressional Delegation for your additional information.
We know the community's support will be essential to the success of our teams in Washington
and Richmond. This update will begin more regular communications as we learn of the next
steps for this exciting opportunity and avoidance of potentially painful cuts. If you have been
following the debate in Congress, you know that the situation is far from resolved.

Sincerely

Cfa-_
Alan S. Witt

Attachment
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Jefferson Lab, Newport News - Request for Support of the President's
FY2022 Budget Request for the Department of Energy

SMITHFIELD

Dear Members of the Virginia Federal Delegation:
SOUTHAMPTON

SUF"FOLK

SURRY

VIRGINIA BEACH

As Chair and Vice-Chair of the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
(HRPDC), we write to you today requesting that you fully support the
President's FY2022 budget request for the Department of Energy that would
provide critical support for the Jefferson Lab facility in Newport News. The
HRPDC represents 17 local governments and over 1.7 million residents that
comprise the Hampton Roads region. The HRPDC is one of 21 PDCs in the
Commonwealth of Virginia created by State Code "to encourage and facilitate
local government cooperation and state-local cooperation in addressing, on a
regional basis, problems of greater than local significance."

WILLIAMSBURG

YORK
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Jefferson Lab is Virginia's only Department of Energy national laboratory. It is a single
program lab, focusing solely on basic research in fundamental nuclear physics. This lab
is also a national treasure upon which the nation relies and of which all Virginians should
be proud. But its sole focus on nuclear physics is also a weakness, as there is no diversity
in its portfolio to take advantage of changing priorities with Federal research and
development opportunities. Other Department of Energy national labs funded through
multiple programs enjoy far greater opportunities for budget growth and increased
national impact, while single-program labs such as Jefferson Lab are more likely to have
stagnant or even reduced levels of funding.
There are two near-term opportunities to change the dynamic at Jefferson Lab as you
work the FY2022 budget in the months ahead. The first is to support the President's
budget request as submitted to Congress in late May. For the first time in years, the
Department of Energy asked for sufficient funding to provide much-needed upgrades and
funding for Jefferson Lab's core mission of fundamental nuclear physics research. But a
recent mark by the House Appropriations Committee's Energy and Water Development
Subcommittee made dramatic reductions to the President's funding request, which would
result in layoffs and curtailment of work at Jefferson Lab, which would be detrimental to
Virginia's economy - we simply cannot let that happen.
The second opportunity is also contained in the President's FY2022 budget request to
Congress, and that is for the siting of a High Performance Data Facility (HPDF) at an east
coast lab. We want that to be Jefferson Lab, but the same House subcommittee did not
call out this project at all in their mark. Restoring this language would provide the
opportunity for multiple programs that are sorely needed at Jefferson Lab.
Our ask ofyou is very straight-forward - please do everything you can to support Jefferson
Lab's future diversification by fully supporting the President's FY2022 budget request for
the Department of Energy. It is vital to the Commonwealth and to the nation and our
economy.
Thank you in advance for your assistance with this request and for continued leadership
on behalf of Virginia.
Sincerely,

Chair
RAC/ka

David H. Jenkins
Vice-Chair
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Craig Quigley <cquigley@hrmffa.org>
Friday, August 20, 2021 11:36 AM
Craig Quigley
[EXTERNAL] Executive Insight Brief

Ladies & Gentlemen, below please find this week’s edition of Executive Insight Brief
from The Roosevelt Group.
Craig R. Quigley
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
Executive Director
Hampton Roads Military and Federal Facilities Alliance
757-644-6324 (Office)
757-419-1164 (Mobile)

August 20, 2021
Headlines - Budget & Approps - Aerospace & Defense - Advanced Tech - Military Installations & Communities - Homeland
Security - Transportation & Infrastructure - Biotech & Healthcare - Climate & Development

Received this as a forwarded email? Sign up to be on the official distribution list!

mhtml:file://I:\~BOS_WEEKLY_INFORMATION\2021\August 20, 2021\Regional Corre... 8/20/2021

Executive Insight Brief

Page 2 of 16

Notable Headlines

Biden: U.S. troops will stay in Afghanistan until every American is out
 Amid Space Race, Cybersecurity And Resiliency Remain Concerns: Experts
 Study: Extreme heat is becoming an unignorable global health issue
 The Texas National Guard Just Unveiled the Largest 3D Printed Structure in North America
 Police declare Capitol Hill clear after bomb threat standoff
Stay updated: What you need to know about 2021 defense trade shows
Note: The House will be back in session next week.


Progress of the Biden Administration's confirmation process. For a more detailed breakdown, click
through the image to the Washington Post's confirmation tracker.

Budget & Appropriations

Senior House Dems launch pressure campaign ahead of key budget vote (POLITICO)
Senior House Democrats on Tuesday aggressively pushed their caucus to fall in line behind next
week’s key budget vote, hoping to quell a rank-and-file rebellion that threatens to at least
temporarily derail President Joe Biden’s economic agenda. “We have to hold firm. We have to stay
together,” Rep. Peter DeFazio, chair of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee,
said on a call with members, according to multiple people listening. “If you want to be in this
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game, and you want the House to be a meaningful participant, then stay together next week.
”DeFazio of Oregon, who has vocally criticized the Senate bill, is the latest top Democrat trying to
convince reluctant centrists to back next week’s plan. DeFazio argued there was no hurry to pass
the Senate deal — a direct rebuttal to moderates’ calls for immediate action — because it
wouldn’t go into effect until October 1, when current transportation programs expire. House
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer also made a forceful pitch on the call, urging Democrats: "Remember
the psychology of consensus. We're in this together, led by the President," he said, according to
people who dialed in.
Plenty of budget room seen to accommodate House, Senate earmarks (Roll Call)
Lawmakers who secured earmarks in their chamber’s appropriations bills will likely see that
funding in a final spending package, as long as the House and Senate can reach agreement later
this year. Senate Appropriations Chairman Patrick J. Leahy and ranking member Richard C. Shelby
said this week they don’t anticipate trying to remove any earmarks from the House bills. Nor do
they expect appropriators on the other side of the Capitol to try to strike senators’ home-state
project funding in conference. “I think they’re gonna say, ‘OK, put yours in and we’ll put ours in.’
And that’s probably what will happen as long as they are within the limits,” Leahy said. “I don’t
think the Senate is going to object, and vice versa.” “The House got their earmarks. … We have
ours, the Democrats and the Republicans,” added Shelby. “I think we ought to respect, when we
can, each other’s areas.” House lawmakers have released all 12 of their initial spending bills, with
nine passing in that chamber before the recess. The Senate has released just three of its fiscal 2022
bills, leaving dozens of senators waiting to find out if they’ll get the funding they requested.
Afghanistan collapse won’t dramatically alter defense spending (Roll Call)
The Taliban’s rapid takeover of Afghanistan could mean changes for the billions of dollars the
Pentagon sought in the next fiscal year, but is unlikely to change the trajectory of the larger
defense policy and spending bills currently under consideration in Congress. The sudden collapse
of the Afghan government and the fall of Kabul to the Taliban required the emergency evacuation
of the embassy in Kabul. President Joe Biden ordered the deployment of 7,000 additional troops to
secure Hamid Karzai International Airport amid an effort to relocate Afghan nationals, and their
families, who aided the U.S. military during the two decades-long war in Afghanistan. “The most
likely outcome is there’s a lot of handwringing, there’s a lot of sadness, there’s a lot of
disappointment in the way things are going down in Afghanistan,” said Todd Harrison, the director
of defense budget analysis at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. “But it ultimately
does not affect the defense authorization or appropriations process in any significant way.” The
Senate Armed Services Committee already has finished marking up its version of the fiscal 2022
National Defense Authorization Act. House Armed Services subcommittees marked up their
portions of the House bill in July, with the full committee scheduled to hold its marathon markup
session of the massive defense policy bill on Sept. 1.

Aerospace & Defense
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Space Force establishes Space Systems Command (C4ISRNET)
The U.S. Space Force officially stood up the second of its three field commands Aug. 13, replacing
the Space and Missile Systems Center it inherited from the Air Force with the new Space Systems
Command. Like its predecessor, SSC will be in charge of developing, acquiring, fielding and
sustaining capabilities for the Space Force. That includes such activities as developing new
satellites, acquiring commercial space services, launching Department of Defense satellites into
orbit and testing new space systems on orbit. SSC will be located at Los Angeles Air Force Base.
Prior to the redesignation, Maj. Gen. Michael Guetlein was named commander of SSC and
promoted to a three-star lieutenant general. Guetlein will effectively replace SMC Commander Lt.
Gen. John Thompson, who retired in July after a 36-year career in the military. Guetlein previously
served as the deputy director of the National Reconnaissance Office, the agency in charge of
America’s spy satellites, where he assisted the director in managing operations while overseeing
the Space Force guardians assigned to the agency.
Milley: Military intelligence did not predict Afghanistan's rapid fall (Axios)
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Wednesday that the U.S. military's
intelligence did not indicate that Afghanistan would fall as quickly as it did to the Taliban. The big
picture: Milley's comments come as intelligence communities have pushed back on claims that the
Afghan collapse was a surprise. Several leaks have asserted that the intelligence agencies provided
substantial information regarding Afghanistan's potential fall. President Biden has maintained his
position that withdrawing troops from Afghanistan was the right decision, saying, "I do not regret
my decision to end America's war fighting in Afghanistan." The Biden administration has received
stark criticism over the rapid fall of Afghanistan to the Taliban and the chaotic evacuation effort
that ensued.
New SECNAV lays out his priorities for the Navy and Marine Corps (Navy Times)
The 78th secretary of the Navy, Carlos Del Toro, who as sworn in Aug. 9, released a message to the
fleet laying out the “four Cs” that the former officer sees as vital challenges to the department:
China, culture, climate and COVID. In the Aug. 10 message, Del Toro echoed other military leaders
in warning of China’s ascendance and its goal of challenging U.S. military superiority. “We will not
let this happen,” he wrote. “We will deter China’s aggression, protect our national security and
preserve the peace.” When it comes to culture, Del Toro wrote that “every Sailor and Marine of all
races, genders, religions and ethnicities must treat one another with dignity and respect,” and that
such behavior ensures combat readiness. He called climate change an issue that “exacerbates
every challenge we face, from naval installations to frequent deployments.
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Army must overcome these two primary electronic warfare challenges (C4ISRNET)
The U.S. Army has worked to rebuild its electronic warfare arsenal in recent years, growing new
forces to operate it. There are two critical challenges ahead as the Army looks to maintain or, in
some cases, gain parity with adversaries: delivering systems and soldiers on time and affording its
plans. The Army is “still on the clock” to get forces and capabilities to the tip of the spear, Col.
Daniel Holland, Army capability manager for electronic warfare, said during an Aug. 17
presentation at TechNet Augusta. The second challenge Holland outlined is that the Army won’t be
able to afford all the capabilities electronic warfare forces will need. As a result, he wants to
articulate the Army’s emerging requirements so that when senior leaders need to make a funding
decision, they are informed.

Advanced Technologies

US Army wants a high-altitude jammer (C4ISRNET)
The U.S. Army wants to develop a high-altitude intelligence, cyber and electronic warfare sensor
that can fly above enemy territory to provide data and potentially jamming or disruption
capability. The system, dubbed High-Altitude Extended-Range Long Endurance Intelligence
Observation System, or HELEIOS, is part of the Multidomain Sensing System family, a series of
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high-altitude systems that will help the Army cover the vast distances over which it expects to
operate in future conflicts. HELIOS will be an attritable sensor mounted to a solar glide vehicle or a
balloon, designed to operate at 60,000 feet or above, Col. Daniel Holland, Army capability manager
for electronic warfare, said during an Aug. 17 presentation at TechNet Augusta.
Air Force awards $70M contract for augmented reality system on training jet (UPI)
Florida-based tech firm Red 6 has been awarded a contract worth up to $70 million to outfit a U.S.
Air Force T-38 training jet with augmented reality. The technology company, which specializes in
synthetic air combat training, on Monday announced the Air Force contract, which will spread
funding for the project out over five years. "This award is indicative of Red 6's commitment to
deliver training solutions for the defense community," Daniel Robinson, founder and CEO of the
company, said in a press release. "We are excited to continue to grow our presence within the U.S.
Air Force as we harness the power of our one-of-a-kind technology in support of the warfighter,"
Robinson said.

What is ABMS?

New Army tactical network leadership will try to stop frontline frustrations with data (C4ISRNET)
The new director of the Army’s Network Cross-Functional Team has experienced the frontline
frustrations of not being able to share data with partners from his stints with U.S. Central
Command and in the Indo-Pacific. So as Brig. Gen. Jeth Rey takes over the N-CFT he has a clear
priority: Soldiers must be able to access data while sharing it with allies alongside them. “It was
definitely a struggle to share information and figure out how to have full interoperability between
all the partners within the region,” Rey said of his time as commander of the 516th Signal Brigade
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based out of Fort Shafter, Hawaii. “I think that continues today.”
New US Air Force secretary to shake up Advanced Battle Management Program (Defense News)
The new U.S. Air Force secretary says he’s skeptical about current plans to build the service’s
Advanced Battle Management System, signaling the program could be heading for an overhaul. “I
want to focus it more on specific operational return on investment,” Frank Kendall told Defense
News in a Aug. 13 interview. “Where do we get the most improvement in performance
operationally in the battlefield, for investments in that type of technology?” “I don’t think we’ve
thought thoroughly enough about where that type of technology can have the most impact and
how to get there as quickly as we can,” he said. “I want to emphasize fielded, meaningful military
capability, not just a demonstration that you show what cool thing you could do, but real capability
in the hands of operators.”

Military Installations & Communities

Infrastructure Bill Contains Highway Expansion to Connect 12 Military Bases in Five Southern
States (Military.com)
A proposed stretch of interstate highway that would connect a dozen military bases between
Texas and Georgia made its way into the $1 trillion infrastructure bill passed by the Senate this
week with the expectation it will improve access to bases located in some of the more isolated
stretches of the South. The highway is a "major step in advancing Interstate 14 as a future corridor
for handling freight movement, military facility connectivity, coastal evacuation and sparking
economic development," said John Thompson, chairman of the Gulf Coast Strategic Highway
Coalition, a group of community leaders who advocate for the highway.
$1.7B dry dock contract awarded for Portsmouth Naval Shipyard renovation (UPI)
A $1.7 billion contract has been awarded for dry dock renovation at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in
Kittery, Maine, the U.S. Navy said on Monday. Naval Facilities Engineering Systems Command,
Mid-Atlantic, Norfolk, Va., awarded 381 Constructors of Omaha, Neb., the contract for
construction of a multi-mission dry dock to be completed in 2028, according to the Department of
Defense. The multi-mission dry dock construction will expand and reconfigure the existing dry dock
complex to increase ability to maintain, modernize and repair the Navy's attack submarines, the
branch said. The seven-year project will expand Dry Dock #1 and construct new concrete floors,
walls, pump systems, and other utilities to improve the 221-year-old shipyard's capacity to handle
multiple Los Angeles-class and Virginia-class submarines.
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DoD approved 13 proposed projects following the recommendations of a Defense Community
Infrastructure Pilot Program Review Panel’s competitive rankings, and instructed the Office of Local
Defense Community Cooperation to invite applications from each proposer to obligate the available $60
million appropriations prior to September 30, 2021.

Onyx Construction to install 385 rooftop solar projects on Fort Riley military base in Kansas (Solar
Power World)
Corvias announced its latest progress in its continued commitment to assisting the Department of
Defense in reaching its goal to provide 100% of the energy load required to sustain the critical
mission of each U.S. military installation by the end of FY2030. Later this month, the military family
housing partnership between Corvias and the U.S. Army at Fort Riley will kick off construction of
phase two of its solar energy program, with Onyx Construction projected to install 385 solar
systems throughout the communities on post. Adding to the solar equipment previously installed,
the Ft. Riley military housing solar program will soon include a total of 1,646 homes. “Corvias
shares and supports the DoD goal of sustainability, including on-site resilient, renewable energy
generation to help our partners achieve their energy security and resiliency goals as outlined by
the Department of Defense,” said Peter Sims, head of asset management. “The Corvias solar
program also supports our company’s core value of materially improving the communities in which
we serve.”
California National Guard plans 99-acre solar farm in Los Alamitos (LA Times)
The California National Guard is studying the environmental impacts of installing 99 acres of solar
panels at Joint Forces Training Base Los Alamitos that would shrink the base’s carbon footprint
while also providing a resilient energy source in the wake of disasters. If the regional power grid
goes down for an extended period following a major earthquake, the base could tap stored battery
energy to support civilian and military emergency responses. Los Alamitos Army Air Field is the
only military airport in Greater Los Angeles, making it a strategic hub for service members arriving
from other states. “Emergency response is a critical mission of the California National Guard,” Lt.
Col. Manju Vig, garrison commander of Joint Forces Training Base, said in a statement. “However,

mhtml:file://I:\~BOS_WEEKLY_INFORMATION\2021\August 20, 2021\Regional Corre... 8/20/2021

Executive Insight Brief

Page 9 of 16

timely and proactive response is predicated on the availability of a secure energy source.” In
addition to military operations, the base is hosting a CH-47 helitanker leased by the Orange County
Fire Authority that’s capable of dropping up to 3,000 gallons of water in a single pass. The aircraft’s
crew has already had a busy summer helping put out blazes in Los Angeles and Orange counties.

Homeland Security

Report: Census hit by cyberattack, US count unaffected (Federal News Network)
U.S. Census Bureau computer servers were exploited last year during a cybersecurity attack, but it
didn’t involve the 2020 census, and hackers’ attempts to keep access to the system were
unsuccessful, according to a watchdog report released Wednesday. The attack took place in
January 2020 on the bureau’s remote access servers. According to the Office of Inspector General,
the Census Bureau missed opportunities to limit its vulnerability to the attack and didn’t discover
and report the attack in a timely manner. The statistical agency also failed to keep sufficient
system logs, which hindered the investigation, and was using operating system no longer
supported by the vendor, the watchdog report said. The bureau’s firewalls stopped the attacker’s
attempts to maintain access to the system through a backdoor, but unauthorized changes were
still made, including the creation of user accounts, the report said. In a written response, acting
Census Bureau director Ron Jarmin reiterated that none of the systems used for the 2020 census
were compromised, nor was the nation’s once-a-decade head count affected in any way.
“Furthermore, no systems or data maintained and managed by the Census Bureau on behalf of the
public were compromised, manipulated or lost,” Jarmin wrote.
U.S. Homeland Security warns fresh COVID-19 restrictions could spark violent attacks (Reuters)
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security, in a new terrorism warning bulletin, said violent
extremists could view the reimposition of COVID-19-related restrictions following the spread of
coronavirus variants as a rationale to conduct attacks. The new DHS bulletin also warned of the
risk of "targeted violence" around the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks on New York and
Washington and around religious holidays. The department said that COVID-19-related stress has
"contributed to increased societal strains and tensions, driving several plots by domestic violent
extremists, and they may contribute to more violence this year." In a bulletin issued in May, DHS
had warned that domestic extremists could take advantage of moves earlier this year to ease
COVID-19 restrictions to launch attacks on a broader range of targets.
Wrangling over Jan. 6 footage could force open congressional records (POLITICO)
A new lawsuit is demanding that Congress release a vast trove of Capitol riot surveillance video
currently the subject of legal tussles involving judges, prosecutors, defense attorneys and the
press. Past efforts to use the courts to force disclosure of congressional records like the videos
have gotten little traction, but the Jan. 6-related case seizes on an opinion a D.C. Circuit judge
issued in June. The new legal fight has the potential to set a new precedent for what kinds of
information Congress must disclose, and when — and is squarely aimed at upending decades of
law that shielded the institution from public scrutiny. In her June opinion, Judge Karen LeCraft
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Henderson concluded that House and Senate records could sometimes be subject to a centuriesold “common-law right” of public access. The conservative watchdog group Judicial Watch had
filed a suit seeking copies of subpoenas the House Intelligence Committee issued during the first
impeachment investigation into former President Donald Trump.

Transportation & Infrastructure

A revolution on America's highways: We need to change how we think about electric vehicles
(USAToday)
With the exception of World War II, it is difficult to recall a time in history when technological
innovation and economic growth have intersected to the extent we are witnessing today. But just
as the GI Bill helped stimulate America in the mid-20th century, our success as we sprint toward
the mid-21st century will require policymakers to focus on innovation – or this opportunity to
smartly transition to electric fuel will be lost. Everything we manufacture and consume, including
food, requires both transportation and energy. The world is already more than a decade into what
will be a massive transformation of this system as we transition to electric vehicles. This is a
fundamental shift that will restructure both the transportation and energy industries. President
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Joe Biden's proposed gas mileage regulations would help to cut pollution by 2026. Equally
important, the administration is seeking to assure that up to 50% of all new vehicles sold in the US
will be electrically powered by 2030. Major automakers concur on both points. That is
unprecedented, but there are good market-based reasons why this is so.
The Senate infrastructure bill’s four interconnected broadband components (Brookings)
In 1934, Congress mandated the newly created Federal Communications Commission (FCC) “to
make available, so far as possible, to all the people of the United States a rapid, efficient, Nationwide, and world-wide wire and radio communication service”—but left it largely up to the FCC and
the states to figure out how to do so. In 1996, Congress expanded that universal service goal to
include access to “advanced services,” meaning high-speed internet, and explicitly established a
goal of “affordable” services, including to “low-income consumers.” There, too, Congress declined
to provide appropriations to achieve those goals. Now in 2021, Congress has done a lot more than
just set goals for access to these services—it finally provided the funding to do so. In the already
passed Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 and American Rescue Plan Act (ARP), Congress
appropriated tens of billions of dollars to achieve the goals of universal broadband access and
affordability, meaning all can afford at least a baseline service. Further, the Senate just passed the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) which, if passed by the House, would provide another
$65 billion in funding. But to understand what the Senate both did and did not do in the new
infrastructure package, we cannot simply focus on spending levels. It is essential to understand
how the IIJA’s four primary pieces of broadband policy fit together to move the country toward its
long-held goals of universal access and adoption.
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Wildfires and higher pay for firefighters is a major focus of infrastructure bill (CNBC)
The $1 trillion infrastructure bill that passed the Senate this month includes billions for reducing
carbon emissions and protecting the nation from damage already done by global warming, but
critics say it’s not even close to enough. One of the most glaring problems it seeks to rectify is
federal firefighter compensation. Right now, federal firefighters are battling several explosive
blazes in California, but they are sorely underpaid, making on average less than $13 an hour. That’s
less than California’s minimum wage and far less than salaries for state firefighters. That’s
expected to change. If the House approves the bill, $600 million will go toward raising those
wages. It would also raise salaries for the Forest Service by as much as 50% and make about 1,000
seasonal firefighting jobs permanent. “Wildland firefighters are truly at the frontlines of dealing
with the effects of climate change, they are currently underpaid and poorly equipped, and so it’s
no surprise that it’s hard to recruit firefighters who risked their lives defending communities in
very remote areas,” said Dan Lashof, U.S. director at the World Resources Institute. The measure
also has $8 billion for wildfire risk reduction and forest thinning and restoration.

Biotechnology & Healthcare

Democrat unveils bill to redirect Pentagon spending toward global vaccination efforts (The Hill)
Rep. Mark Pocan (D-Wis.) introduced legislation Wednesday that would shift about $9.6 billion in
U.S. defense spending toward global COVID-19 vaccination efforts as much of the world's
population remains without access to vaccines. Pocan estimated that nearly $10 billion directed to
the COVAX initiative, a joint effort between the World Health Organization, UNICEF and other
international organizations, could help vaccinate another 30 percent of the population in lowincome countries based on an equivalent amount of funding already pledged. "Right now, COVID is
the greatest risk to our national security as well as the world’s security. Shifting funds from
weaponry and military contractors to producing COVID vaccines will save hundreds of thousands
— if not millions — of lives around the world," Pocan said in a statement.
3 Stories of Tech Helping U.S. Veterans with Amputations (ThomasNet)
Jim Mechenbier served in the Marine Corps in Okinawa, Japan, as a motor-T truck driver in the
1990s. After returning home to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the veteran was in a motorcycle accident
in 2015 that left his leg broken in nine places. This year, when he was still grappling with severe
pain, a surgeon at the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System gave him an amputation above the knee.
While it usually takes about eight weeks for someone with an amputation to receive a prosthesis,
the Veterans Affairs hospital helped Mechenbier get his in only three weeks. The Otto Bock Varos
socket that he received is a new technology that features Varos modular socket structure that
makes fitting easier and a lightweight construction made of thermoformable material that allows
for customization. This saves patients time finding their ideal fit. His Pittsburgh VA supervisory
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orthotist/prosthetist Andrew Chambers explained why acquiring this new technology quickly was
important for Mechenbier: “This enabled him to ambulate quickly, which is not only good for his
mental health but also his physical strength to prevent any further muscle atrophy.” Mechenbier,
who has been riding motorcycles since he was five years old, is eager to hit the road again.

Cost of caring for Iraq, Afghanistan vets could top $2.5 trillion: report (Military Times)
The cost of caring for veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan could top $2.5 trillion by 2050,
creating tough financial decisions for both the veterans community and the entire country,
according to a new analysis by the Costs of War Project released Wednesday. The latest analysis of
the costs of veteran care in coming decades is roughly $1 trillion over previous estimates by the
group. Researchers cited “more frequent and longer deployments, higher levels of exposure to
combat, higher rates of survival from injuries, higher incidence of serious disability, and more
complex medical treatments” as the reasons for the higher price tag.
Over 100 lawmakers ask FDA about timeline for vaccines for children (The Hill)
A group of more than 100 House lawmakers on Tuesday sent a letter to the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) asking for an update on its timeline on authorizing COVID-19 vaccines for
children, given the current "alarming" situation. "As transmission rates increase and schools
reopen for in-person instruction, parents need to know when their kids will be able to get
vaccinated," states the letter, led by Reps. Ro Khanna (D-Calif.) and Katie Porter (D-Calif.). The
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lawmakers wrote that they "respect the scientific process and the FDA’s dedication to safety," but
say that the current rise in cases due to the delta variant adds urgency to the situation. They
request a briefing from the FDA within 10 days on its timeline and where it is in the process of
reviewing data from vaccines for children under 12.

Climate & Development

Solar could provide 40 percent of US power generation by 2035, Biden administration says (The
Hill)
The Department of Energy is projecting that solar power could comprise up to 40 percent of U.S.
power generation nationwide by 2035, an increase of more than tenfold from today, with better
incentives for renewable energy. In a memo released Tuesday, department officials cite a prepublication study from the National Renewable Energy Laboratory indicating that solar energy
would need to grow at a 300 to 400 percent rate to reach this point. With this level of acceleration,
the memo states, solar generation could increase from 3 percent now to more than 40 percent
over the next 14 years. The memo identifies a number of strategies officials say could advance this
goal, including clean energy tax credits, investment in the grid and transmission lines and increased
deployment to low-income communities.
Biden administration to review climate impacts of federal coal leases (Reuters)
The Biden administration on Thursday said it would conduct a formal review of coal sales on
federal lands to study their impact on climate change and value to American taxpayers. The move
is the latest in a string of efforts by the administration of Democratic President Joe Biden to
address climate change by reining in fossil fuel development on public lands. Coal was the primary
fuel for U.S. power plants for much of the last century, but its use has been declining for more than
a decade as low natural gas prices have made it less competitive. The federal coal program
generated revenue of $377.7 million last year, compared with more than $1 billion as recently as
2015, according to federal data. About 42% of U.S. coal production is on federal lands, primarily in
Montana and Wyoming, the Interior Department said in the notice.
Energy Department proposes reversal of Trump-era furnace efficiency rollback (The Hill)
The Energy Department on Wednesday proposed reversing a Trump-era rule that was expected to
undermine its ability to regulate efficiency of both residential furnaces and commercial water
heaters. The Trump administration’s rule — completed five days before President Biden's
inauguration — was expected to keep inefficient heaters on the market for more time by dividing
up the heaters into two categories based on how they’re vented. By creating a new class of
products for furnaces that had a type of venting known as noncondensing venting, these furnaces
would need to be regulated separately and could not be entirely phased out.

mhtml:file://I:\~BOS_WEEKLY_INFORMATION\2021\August 20, 2021\Regional Corre... 8/20/2021

Executive Insight Brief

Page 15 of 16

Upcoming Events (times in ET)


The House Rules Committee will hold hearings to set forth the congressional budget
for the United States Government for FY22 and to set forth the appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2023 through 2031.; on H.R. 4—John R. Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act of 2021; and on Senate Amendment to H.R. 3684—
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. (August 23, 11:00AM)
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CSIS: Eleventh Annual South China Sea Conference: Session Two. (August 24,
9:00AM)
FedScoop: FedTalks Virtual Summit. (August 24, 10:00AM)
Brookings: How veterans can protect American democracy. (August 24, 10:00AM)
Institute for Peace & Diplomacy: August 24 Panel: What’s Next for Afghanistan Amid
Taliban’s Rise and US Withdrawal? (August 24, 11:00AM)
Nextgov: The State of the Federal Cloud. (August 25, 2:00PM)
CSIS: Nothing is Impossible: America's Reconciliation with Vietnam. (August 26,
9:00AM)
Nextgov: Reducing the Risk: How Agencies are Protecting Data. (August 26, 2:00PM)
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