WATERWORKS DEPARTMENT
CITY OF NEWPORT NEWS
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
700 TOWN CENTER DRIVE, SUITE 500
NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA 23606
(757) 926-1146
(757) 926-1170 FAX

August 20, 2021

Mr. Neil A. Morgan
County Administrator
York County
224 Ballard Street/ P. 0. Box 532
Yorktown, Virginia 23690

VIA: neil.morgan@yorkcounty.gov
ctyadm@yorkcounty.gov

Dear Mr. Morgan:
RE:

Waterworks Service Actions

Based on the mutual care for our shared populations, Newport News
Waterworks (NNWW), as a regional water utility, wants to ensure you are aware of
certain upcoming actions. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Governor Ralph
Northam had established in March 2020 a temporary suspension of utility service
disconnections due to non-payment. NNWW has provided uninterrupted water
service since this moratorium was put in place.
NNWW has disbursed slightly over $2.3M in Municipal Utility Relief Program
(MURP) funds to eligible customers. We are continuing to work with customers who
have past due amounts to spend remaining municipal utility relief funds and set up
payment plans.
On June 30, 2021, Governor Ralph Northam lifted Virginia's "state of
emergency" with a 60-day extension before non-payment service disconnections could
resume. Therefore, NNWW is planning to return to its normal policy of non-payment
cut-offs in October 2021 for commercial/ industrial accounts and in January 2022 for
residential accounts unless the State places further restrictions on disconnections during
the coming weeks or month. This plan comes after a 21-month pause on service
disconnections in support of the community during the COVID-19 pandemic.
NNWW has extended the cut-off moratorium longer than the Commonwealth's
requirements because we are committed to the health and safety of the region,
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especially during the pandemic. Our ability to provide safe drinking water to
customers and visitors in the area is entirely funded by revenue from water bills.
Customers who continue to have financial difficulty should contact NNWW's
Customer Service between 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p .m. at (757) 926-1000 or wwcs@nnva.gov to
work out extended payment arrangements that can be tailored to individual
circumstances. We will continue to disburse remaining available MURP funds to
eligible customers through November 2021 or until funds are fully spent, whichever is
the earliest. There are no additional fees, interest, or other charges to enroll in a
payment plan or to receive MURP funds .
Your assistance in disseminating this information would be most helpful. Thank
you for your cooperation and support.
Respectfully,

~. l, ~,~.
Yann A. Le Gouellec, PhD, PE, BCEE
Director
YAL/RLS/ sjth
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Craig Quigley <cquigley@hrmffa.org>
Friday, August 27, 2021 1:37 PM
Craig Quigley
[EXTERNAL] Executive Insight Brief

Ladies & Gentlemen, below please find this week’s edition of Executive Insight Brief
from The Roosevelt Group.
Craig R. Quigley
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
Executive Director
Hampton Roads Military and Federal Facilities Alliance
757-644-6324 (Office)
757-419-1164 (Mobile)

August 27, 2021
Headlines - Budget & Approps - Aerospace & Defense - Advanced Tech - Military Installations & Communities - Homeland
Security - Transportation & Infrastructure - Biotech & Healthcare - Climate & Development
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Notable Headlines

Kabul airport attack kills dozens of Afghans, 13 U.S. troops
 New DoD enterprise cloud contract remains on schedule
 Key components missing to bring JADC2 to contested battlefields
 Federal fleet electrification faces delays
 Interior moves ahead with drilling lease sales after judge halts pause
 Space Force leaders say they’re on their way to delivering the first digital military branch
Addressing the chip shortage: DoD Picks Intel To Make Chips In US
FBI warnings to Silicon Valley: China and Russia are trying to turn your employees into spies


Progress of the Biden Administration's confirmation process. For a more detailed breakdown, click
through the image to the Washington Post's confirmation tracker.

Budget & Appropriations

House advances $3.5T budget, ending stalemate between Pelosi and centrists (POLITICO)
The House passed a $3.5 trillion budget framework Tuesday, capping off several days of furious
negotiating and ending a weekslong stalemate between Speaker Nancy Pelosi and a band of
Democratic centrists who threatened to upend President Joe Biden’s domestic agenda. The House
vote clears the way for Democrats to pursue a massive social spending package that could pass
both chambers without Republican support and sets a Sept. 27 House vote on the Senate-passed
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infrastructure bill. All Democrats, including the roughly dozen moderates who threatened to tank
the party-line spending plan, voted in favor — a show of party unity that leadership strove for after
tensions between the caucus’ dueling factions dominated the public conversation for weeks. The
agreement between Pelosi and the group of centrists led by Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.) followed
several hours of frenetic negotiating Monday night that carried over into Tuesday. Pelosi outlined
the details of the compromise in a statement released during the vote, even going so far as to
thank Gottheimer and his group "for their enthusiastic support for the infrastructure bill."
GOP will use defense bill to highlight Afghanistan chaos (Roll Call)
A group of House GOP party leaders and veterans of the Afghanistan war on Tuesday hammered
President Joe Biden’s handling of the U.S. withdrawal and said they’d use next week’s House
Armed Services Committee markup of defense authorization legislation to keep up the pressure.
“Republican members of the House Armed Services Committee will be fighting for amendments to
the National Defense Authorization Act next week when we mark up that bill to do what the Biden
administration has failed to do,” said Rep. Jim Banks of Indiana, a Navy veteran of the war. The
House Armed Services Committee will mark up the annual Pentagon policy bill on Sept. 1.
HASC Budget Markup Creates Cyber Info Sharing Capabilities, DISA Cyber Procurement Office
(Breaking Defense)
The House Armed Services Committee’s (HASC) markup of the Biden administration’s proposed
fiscal 2022 defense budget establishes two new entities to bolster public-private cyber information
sharing and collaboration, as well as a new Defense Information Systems Agency (DISA) program
management office (PMO) to buy cyber products. A copy of the markup — led by HASC Chair
Adam Smith, D-Wash., and obtained by Breaking Defense — calls for the creation of a Cyber Threat
Information Collaboration Environment. Its establishment involves several phases, including an
initial evaluation of government cyber info sharing capabilities, needs, and gaps followed by the
build-out of a technical environment with capabilities for monitoring, detecting, and mitigating
cyber threats. The project will be led by Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, in
coordination with Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency Director Jen Easterly, Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin, and Gen. Paul Nakasone, the director for the National Security Agency.
Notably, the markup requires the government to engage private sector entities, including critical
infrastructure stakeholders and companies, during the environment’s evaluation and
implementation phases.
HASC Chairman’s Mark Adds 12 Navy Super Hornets, Preserves Navy Nuclear Cruise Missile Funds
(USNI)
The chairman of the House Armed Services Committee is preserving money to develop a new
surface-launched nuclear cruise missile, and is adding 12 Super Hornets and a second guidedmissile destroyer to the Navy’s shipbuilding plan, according to a copy of the chairman’s mark for
the Fiscal Year 2022 budget obtained by USNI News on Wednesday. The mark, headed by HASC
chair Rep Adam Smith (D-Wash.) largely keeps to the Biden administration’s request for a topline
of $704 billion, with adjustments to some Navy programs. The mark questions assumptions the
Navy has made about its strike fighter inventory. The Navy said a reduction in squadron size for its
F-35C and other measures would bridge the strike fighter gap by 2025, an assertion the bill
disputes. “In Fiscal Year 2022 analysis the Navy claims that the strike-fighter shortfall is resolved to
zero in 2025, 5 years earlier than planned, but the committee is highly circumspect of the Navy’s
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new analysis,” reads the bill. “The Navy has delayed the fielding of its planned F/A-XX aircraft,
removed 104 F/A-18E/F Block II aircraft from the planned Service-Life Modification (SLM) program,
and F-35C procurement quantity has still not reached 24 aircraft per year. The committee believes
that these significant factors actually exacerbate the shortfall and would not contribute to the
expedited timing of resolving the shortfall prior to 2030.” The committee added $970 million to
buy 12 new F/A-18E/F Super Hornet fighters and directs the Director, Cost Assessment and
Program Evaluation (CAPE) to do an independent analysis of the Navy’s strike fighter assumptions.

Aerospace & Defense

Army hopes Big Data Platform enables deeper analysis across bigger datasets (Federal News
Network)
Nearly all programs within the Army’s Defensive Cyber Operations — part of its Program Executive
Office Enterprise Information Systems — deal with data in in one way, shape or form. Much of the
PEO-EIS mission involves interpreting that data, as well as finding, mitigating and defeating threats.
Col. Mark Taylor, project manager for Defensive Cyber Operations, said his work in particular
focuses on the enterprise side of the network but as PEO-EIS moves forward, the unified network
operations requirements documents will come into play. On the tactical side of the enterprise
network, Taylor’s office uses Deployable DCO System (DDS) modular, which is “the prime weapon
system of the cyber protection team.” “Whenever there’s a threat identified or believed to be
some type of intrusion, those cyber protection teams, or CPTs, will take that kit and go on site and
start doing their DCO mission,” he said on Federal Monthly Insights — Cybersecurity (and
aggregating cyber-related data). It allows cyber teams to remote in — using software tools —
rather than deploy to a location physically to conduct a DCO mission.
SPACECOM declares initial operational capability two years after launch (Defense News)
U.S. Space Command officially declared initial operational capability Aug. 24 at the 36th annual
Space Symposium. The announcement comes almost two years to the day after SPACECOM was
resurrected as the 11th combatant command, taking over the space operations missions that U.S.
Strategic Command had overseen. According to Gen. James Dickinson, SPACECOM commander,
the organization was ready to go from day one due to what it inherited from STRATCOM. However,
it struggled to meet the strict definition of initial operating capability laid out in joint documents,
which the general said was a tactical definition that made sense for acquiring weapons systems but
was ill-suited to a strategic-focused combatant command.
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9 companies accounted for 80% of start-up space investment in 2020, 3 companies accounted for nearly
60%

After meeting with ULA and Blue Origin, Air Force secretary cautiously optimistic about Vulcan
(Space News)
Air Force Secretary Frank Kendall on Aug. 24 met with the chief executives of United Launch
Alliance and Blue Origin and was briefed on the Vulcan Centaur, a new launch vehicle developed
by ULA that is powered by Blue Origin’s BE-4 engines. “I did have a chance to meet with ULA and
Blue Origin today,” Kendall said at a news conference at the 36th Space Symposium. The main
topic of the meeting were the delays in the development and testing of the BE-4 rocket engine
that ULA needs in order to fly its new rocket. “I wanted to get an update from them on where they
are, where they see things,” said Kendall. Vulcan is a program the Air Force is deeply invested in
for several reasons. It is paying nearly $1 billion for vehicle development costs, and it is the vehicle
the Air Force selected in 2020 — along with SpaceX’s Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy — to launch
national security satellites for the next five years.

Advanced Technologies

House Bill Aims to Bridge Acquisition ‘Valley of Death’ In Race to Counter China (Defense One)
Two provisions in the latest version of a House defense bill seek to bridge the "valley of death," the
acquisition-process obstacles that can stop promising technology from getting to troops in the
field. One would establish a five-year pilot program to more quickly identify such technologies, and
the other would expand Navy programs that foster small-business innovation. The provisions
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appear in a draft of the National Defense Authorization Act as marked up by the chairman of the
House Armed Services Committee. A copy of the draft was obtained by Defense One. The bill tasks
the Strategic Capabilities Office, or SCO, with identifying “critical cross-service operational needs”
of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, the combatant command that deals most directly with China. SCO
will then designate a mission manager to work with the military’s various research arms and
agencies to “develop and deliver solutions, including software and information technology
solutions,” as well as to test and evaluate those solutions.
Space Force’s next generation of missile warning satellites passes major design milestone
(C4IRSNET)
The U.S. Space Force’s next generation of missile warning satellites has passed a major design
milestone, clearing the way for fabrication and integration to begin. The Next Generation
Overhead Persistent Infrared program is the successor to the Space Based Infrared System, which
currently operates as the military’s premier missile warning satellite constellation. Next Gen OPIR
will be made up of five satellites: three in geostationary orbit (Next Gen OPIR GEO) and another
two in highly elliptical orbits for polar coverage. The first satellite is set to launch in 2025. On Aug.
24 during the 2021 Space Symposium trade show, the Space Force announced that the Next Gen
OPIR GEO satellites had successfully completed critical design review, which validates the design’s
maturity and opens the fabrication, integration and testing phase. Preliminary design review was
completed in 2019. A systemwide critical review for Next Gen OPIR GEO is expected this fall.

How does the Defense Innovation Unit actually work?

Military cyber operators will soon have a new tool to deliver virtual fires (C4ISRNET)
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In a couple years, cyber warriors in the military branches will use a single, new platform to deliver
electronic fires over networks for offensive operations. By fiscal 2024, service cyber components
under U.S. Cyber Command will migrate to the Joint Common Access Platform, which will provide
the infrastructure for those offensive missions. The service cyber units will move to the firing
platform from separate tools they operate now, more tightly linking their efforts in cyberspace,
one of the domains the military is trying to protect as a joint force. “In FY24 we intend to take all
the legacy QRC [quick reaction capability] components of those capabilities, sunset them and then
move to JCAP,” Willie Utroska, deputy project manager for electronic warfare and cyber at Army
Program Executive Office Intelligence, Electronic Warfare and Sensors, said last week at TechNet
Augusta. “FY24 is our target to sunset the current offensive cyber tools.”
US Navy Will Upgrade Warships to Add Unnamed Space Capabilities (Defense One)
U.S. Navy ships will get new space capabilities in future upgrades as the service looks to increase
its contribution to the military’s space efforts, Navy officials said Thursday. “The Navy absolutely is
planning as part of the upgrades to the ship's systems to have tremendous increase in space
domain awareness capability,” said Rear Adm. Michael Bernacchi, the director for strategy, plans,
and policy at U.S. Space Command. He spoke during the Navy and Space panel at the 36th Space
Symposium, being held in Colorado Springs, Colorado. The plan is to upgrade more than 30 ships
over the next few years, up from one ship today, as well as to the Aegis Ashore systems that
provide missile defense. Bernacchi believes by that time the Navy will become a “significant space
player.” The upgrades will allow for “independent space domain capability, tracking of objects in
the background, which doesn't take away from any of its other capabilities. So that is a huge
upgrade,” he said.

Military Installations & Communities

Air Force Academy, USACE break ground on new cyber facility (USACE)
The Stillman parade field on the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado, was the site
of a groundbreaking ceremony Aug. 6 for the new Madera Cyber Innovation Center. Academy
Superintendent, Lt. Gen. Richard M. Clark hosted the afternoon event before a group of
Servicemembers, distinguished guests and civilians. This state of the art, 48,000-square-foot,
three-story building will greatly enhance the Air Force’s cyber capability training efforts; and their
new Cyberworx program which launched in 2016 and combines technical expertise from the Air
Force, academia and private industry. Funding for this new facility came from several sources
including the Air Force, Department of Defense, and public and private donations. In addition,
approximately 30 percent of funding came from the Air Force Academy Foundation. Peter
Sturdivant, chief, military construction USACE, Omaha District participated in the groundbreaking
and was also one of several keynote speakers. “While we manage many projects in the Omaha
District, this one has a special place and is at the top of our commander’s priorities. Our purpose
here, and on all of our projects, is to deliver and accomplish the mission assigned to us which we
will do,” Sturdivant said. “I eagerly anticipate the start of construction and I especially look forward
to attending the ribbon cutting.”
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Grand Forks AFB to lead future ISR missions (USAF)
The Department of the Air Force announced today it will conduct infrastructure planning in 2022
for construction and renovation projects at Grand Forks Air Force Base, North Dakota, projected to
begin in 2023. Secretary of the Air Force Frank Kendall approved the plan, which will provide the
construction and renovations necessary to enable the 319th Reconnaissance Wing to develop and
train crews in support of future Intelligence Surveillance Reconnaissance missions. The
announcement comes as the Air Force looks to restructure ISR capabilities to meet national
defense priorities and support joint all-domain command and control capabilities. "We’re excited
to provide vital strategic capabilities to the Joint force," said Col. Timothy Curry, 319th RW
commander. "Grand Forks AFB will remain central to the Air Force core ISR mission today and in
the future.” The Air Force plans to budget for construction and renovation projects to occur during
2023-2026 to support future 319th RW missions.

How can DoD build the Base of the Future?

Recent military contracts include Hurricane Sally recovery work at NAS Pensacola (nwfDailyNews)
A Colorado construction engineering firm already doing work at Naval Air Station Pensacola has
been awarded a $9.3 million modification to an existing contract to cover additional design and
construction work at the installation. The work, part of NAS Pensacola's ongoing recovery from
damage sustained during Hurricane Sally almost one year ago, will bring the total value of
contracts awarded to CH2M Hill Constructors Inc. to slightly more than $24.3 million, according to
an Aug. 18 announcement of the contract award from the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD).
Hurricane Sally made landfall in the early morning hours of Sept. 16, 2020, as a Category 2 storm
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near Gulf Shores, Alabama, bringing 92 mph wind gusts to Pensacola and dumping 2 feet of rain on
the community.
Mansfield selected as U.S. Air Force’s preferred site for new cyber warfare wing (Ohio Capital
Journal)
The U.S. Air Force announced Wednesday the Mansfield Air National Guard Base, home of the
179th Airlift Wing, has been selected as the preferred site for the Air National Guard’s first Cyber
Warfare Wing. “This selection will build on the 179th Airlift Wing’s legacy of excellence to begin a
new chapter in the cyber warfare domain,” said Maj. Gen. John C. Harris Jr., Ohio adjutant general.
“The transition to a cyber wing places the Ohio National Guard at the forefront of leveraging
cutting edge technologies and capabilities for national defense and mitigating emerging threats.”
The new cybersecurity mission in Mansfield will bring an additional 175 positions that are STEM
and IT focused, a news release from Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine said. “I spoke directly with the
Secretary of the Air Force today who gave me this outstanding news,” said Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine
said in a release. “Ohio is gaining a leading-edge mission that will strengthen the fabric of the
military community and further solidify Ohio as a national leader in cybersecurity excellence. Not
only will this new mission bring more jobs into the community, but it will also spur more economic
growth and create new opportunities for industry and academic growth. This is a tremendous win
for Mansfield and for the entire state.”

Homeland Security

Secret Service warned Capitol Police about threats on Jan 5: report (The Hill)
The Secret Service warned Capitol Police about threats of violence on Jan. 5, one day before rioters
descended on the Capitol complex and injured a number of officers, according to newly revealed
documents. One day before the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, the Secret Service, from the
Protective Intelligence Operations Center’s (PIOC) account, sent an email to a recipient associated
with the Capitol Police informing it of a tip sent in by a “concerned citizen” at the Denver Field
Office regarding people who were flying to the Washington, D.C., area to “attend tomorrow’s rally
and ‘incite violence.’” The subject of an email, obtained by the liberal-leaning government
watchdog group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) through the Freedom
of Information Act and shared with Politico, is “Officer Safety - 1/6 Demonstrations.”
5G networks need to be interoperable, DOD and DHS officials say
As military and civilian agencies eye the use of fifth generation wireless tech, officials representing
both agree that a key to success is ensuring interoperability between networks and devices
through open standards. So far, the Department of Defense has led the government’s effort to trial
5G by offering its bases to telecommunications companies as testing grounds for the tech. Those
tests could yield new capabilities for both military operations and civilian uses, hence the need
officials see to ensure the tech remains open and interoperable for agencies beyond DOD, officials
said Tuesday at FedScoop’s FedTalks conference. “Cross-communications and interoperability
absolutely will be critical for all our operators,” Kathryn Coulter Mitchell, acting undersecretary for
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science and technology at the Department of Homeland Security, said of 5G technology.
DHS to allow some Afghans to enter US without formal visas (The Hill)
Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas is using his parole authority to allow some
Afghan evacuees to enter the United States while they wait for their applications to be processed,
a senior administration official told reporters on Tuesday. The official said that, in some instances,
Mayorkas is using his parole authority to allow Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) applicants who are in
the pipeline but who haven’t completed the application process to potentially be given parole.
“The Secretary of Homeland Security is using his parole authority, including his ability to impose
particular conditions of parole on those arriving, to ensure that those who are reaching here are
doing so obviously with the appropriate legal status," the official said.
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Analysed individually, the implications illuminate unique points of action for each organisation. Together,
they form the bedrock for creating, or revising, long-term cyber-security strategies and policies that will
supercharge digital trust.
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Transportation & Infrastructure

Senate’s internet access plan rests on better broadband maps (Roll Call)
The Senate’s bipartisan infrastructure bill makes a $42.5 billion bet that the government will
overcome an obstacle that has long plagued efforts to connect most Americans to the internet:
notoriously inaccurate maps showing where they can get a signal – and where they can’t. That’s
the amount of grant funding that the legislation, which the Senate passed earlier this month on a
69-30 vote, would provide to states to fund broadband projects in areas currently considered
unserved or underserved. To qualify, proposals would have to comply with new broadband maps
drawn by the Federal Communications Commission. There's one catch: the new maps don’t exist
yet. And they may not be ready to go for one or two years, experts say. Though the consensus is
that the new maps will be an improvement over the status quo, states and private-sector
companies are moving forward with their own solutions.
Delta to impose $200 surcharge on unvaccinated employees in health care plan (The Hill)
Delta Air Lines will require unvaccinated employees to get tested for COVID-19 each week and
wear a mask in all indoor settings, the company announced in an internal memo Wednesday. The
airline will also subject unvaccinated employees enrolled in the company’s health care plan to a
$200 monthly surcharge, and revoke COVID-19 pay protection for those who are not
vaccinated. Delta’s vaccination push comes after the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) gave full
approval to the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine Monday, a move that was expected to trigger new vaccine
requirements. “I know some of you may be taking a wait and see approach, or waiting for full FDA
approval. With this week’s announcement that the FDA has granted full approval for the Pfizer
vaccine, the time for you to get vaccinated is now,” Delta CEO Ed Bastian told employees in a
company memo Wednesday.
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Oil extends rally, rises over 1% on U.S. fuel demand recovery (Reuters)
Oil prices rose more than 1% on Wednesday, extending gains for a third session, after U.S.
government data showed that fuel demand climbed to its highest since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic. Brent crude rose $1.20, or 1.7%, to settle at $72.25 a barrel. U.S. West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude gained 82 cents, or 1.2%, to end at $68.36 a barrel. U.S. gasoline futures
rose 5.5% to settle at $2.3008 a gallon. During the session, prices reached $2.3026 a gallon, their
highest since Aug. 12. The four-week average for U.S. total product supplied, a proxy for fuel
demand, soared to nearly 21 million barrels per day, its highest since March 2020, when
governments first began to widely impose pandemic-related restrictions, U.S. Energy Information
Administration data for last week showed.

Biotechnology & Healthcare

Children's hospitals plead Biden for 'immediate help' in 'capacity crisis' (The Hill)
The CEO of the Children’s Hospital Association (CHA) pleaded on Thursday for President Biden to
support pediatric hospitals across the country as they approach capacity and confront staff
shortages during the pandemic. Children patients have flooded pediatric hospitals in recent weeks
with COVID-19 cases as well as a respiratory illness called RSV, pushing several of these hospitals to
their breaking point. Mark Wietecha, the CEO of the association that represents the U.S.’s more
than 220 children’s hospitals, called the culmination of challenges the “perfect storm” in a letter
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sent to the president.
U.S. Naval battalion becomes first to use battlefield acupuncture (UPI)
A form of acupuncture developed for military settings is now available for the first time to
members of a deployable command in the U.S. Navy, the branch said on Wednesday. Members of
the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5, known as "Navy Seabees," can receive "battlefield
auricular acupuncture treatments" for pain and other ailments, according to a Navy press
release. Unlike regular treatments, which involve long needles left in patients for 20 minutes,
"battlefield auricular acupuncture" involves inserting small gold needles into servicemember's
ears. The treatment focuses on the ear because servicemember's bodies are often covered by
uniforms, protective gear and packs.

Overnight Health Care: Democrats set sights on program to fill gap in Medicaid expansion (The Hill)
The Pentagon is requiring military members to get vaccinated against COVID-19 immediately.
Meanwhile, Texas is banning vaccine mandates regardless of approval status. And hospital ICUs
across the country are rapidly filling up. But we'll start with some news on the reconciliation
bill: Democrats eye new federal coverage program in states declining Medicaid expansion. We’ve
known for a little while that Democrats hoped to cover people in the 12 states that have declined
to expand Medicaid in the coming reconciliation bill. But how exactly are they going to do that?
We got some new details. The likely plan is to first subsidize the coverage gap population to get
private insurance on the Affordable Care Act marketplaces, until sometime around 2025 or 2026,
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which would give time to set up the new system, aides and advocates say. Then, a new federal
coverage program would kick in to provide health insurance to the coverage gap population in the
12 states that have not expanded Medicaid already.
Democrats eye new federal coverage program in states declining Medicaid expansion (The Hill)
Congressional Democrats are likely to create a new federal program in their coming package to
provide health insurance coverage in states that have declined to expand Medicaid, following a
transition period to set up the new program, aides and advocates say. The move, coming as part of
the $3.5 trillion package Democrats are now crafting, would provide coverage to the more than 2
million people who are currently ineligible because they live in the 12 Republican-led states that
have declined to accept the expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act (ACA). This
population currently falls through the cracks in what is known as the "coverage gap."

Climate & Development

Schumer says infrastructure bills edge U.S. close to Biden climate goals (Reuters)
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said on Wednesday that the United States would be on
track to meet its climate goals in the next decade, with measures introduced in two infrastructure
bills along with efforts by states and the federal government. President Joe Biden in April hiked the
U.S. target for slashing economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions to 50%-52% from 2005 levels by
2030. Schumer said in a letter to fellow lawmakers that climate measures in the $1 trillion
bipartisan infrastructure bill and a $3.5 trillion bill will achieve emissions reductions of about 45%
by 2030. Actions being planned by the Biden administration and states including New York,
California and Hawaii would help hit the 50% target, he added. "The bottom line is this: we have
very little time to prevent the most horrendous outcomes for our children and grandchildren,"
Schumer said in the letter. "But if we act
Global electric emissions outpace pre-pandemic levels: research (The Hill)
Greenhouse gas emissions from the electric sector are now exceeding their pre-pandemic levels,
according to new research. An analysis by the London-based climate think tank Ember found that
during the first half of this year, emissions were 5 percent higher than they were in the first six
months of 2019. Ember’s report said no country “has yet achieved a truly ‘green recovery’ for their
power sector,” though it did note that the U.S., European Union, Japan and South Korea have
achieved some reductions. Globally, the think tank reported an increase in the use of coal, which is
a particularly carbon-intensive fuel.
Progressives eye halt to ANWR drilling in reconciliation bill (E&E Daily)
Congressional Democrats and their environmentalist allies are increasingly confident they’ll be
able to stop drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in the reconciliation process. According
to several sources who spoke to E&E News this week, conversations were taking place at the
highest levels of House and Senate leadership as lawmakers prepare to mark up portions of the
$3.5 trillion infrastructure spending bill as early as next week (see related story). On the House
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side, the effort is being championed by Rep. Jared Huffman (D-Calif.), the chair of the House
Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Oceans and Wildlife, who has sponsored legislation to
stop ANWR lease sales slated for 2024. “I’d rather not be very specific,” Huffman said of
conversations he’s had with leaders regarding the negotiations, “but let’s just say I think it’s in play
and I’m hopeful.” Collin O’Mara, president and CEO of the National Wildlife Federation, said there
is “strong support from leadership and from key allies on the Hill, so we’re optimistic it will be
included.” This push comes as environmental groups and congressional Democrats are also
pursuing a host of other reforms to the government’s oil and gas drilling program, including
increasing century-old royalty rates for onshore federal leases and strengthening bonding
requirements — the amount that oil companies must secure in order to drill for federal minerals

Upcoming Events (times in ET)





















National Science Foundation holds a meeting by teleconference of the National
Artificial Intelligence Research Resource Task Force on the feasibility and advisability
of establishing and sustaining a National Artificial Intelligence Research Resource and
to propose a roadmap detailing how such resource should be established and
sustained. RSVP required to cmessam@nsf.gov for dial-in information. (August 30,
11:00AM)
The Hudson Institute holds a virtual discussion on "Perspectives on the Current
Federal Trade Commission," focusing on antitrust policy. (August 30, 12:00PM)
Resources for the Future holds a virtual discussion on "the role of economic analysis
in informing environmental rulemaking and policy, regulations for greenhouse gas
emissions under the Clean Air Act, and EPA's approach to environmental justice
considerations." (August 30, 3:30PM)
CSIS holds a virtual discussion on "A Mission to Mars." (August 31, 9:00AM)
NDIA holds the virtual 2021 iFest conference with the theme "Learning and Thriving
in the New Normal" (August 31, 9:00AM)
The Stimson Center holds a virtual discussion on "Analyzing Diversion Dynamics:
Lessons Learned," focusing on the diversion of conventional arms and related
munitions. (August 31, 10:30AM)
The Government Executive Media Group holds a virtual discussion on "Cyber
Defenders: Cyber Policies and Priorities," focusing on the status of cyber defense
across federal agencies. (August 31, 12:00PM)
HHS, NIH holds a meeting by teleconference of the National Cancer Institute. Contact
grayp@mail.nih.gov for dial-in information. (August 31, 1:00PM)
The Potomac Officers Club holds a virtual discussion on "Building the Future Battle:
The Keys to Joint All-Domain Command and Control (JADC2)." (August 31, 1:00PM)
The U.S. Naval Academy holds a virtual discussion with Navy Vice Adm. Sean Buck,
Naval Academy superintendent. (August 31, 3:00PM)
The Stimson Center holds a virtual discussion on "Changing the Discourse on Taiwan:
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Japan-Taiwan Ties in 2021." (September 1, 8:00AM)
The Peterson Institute for International Economics holds a virtual discussion on
"Shoring up Anti-Money Laundering Supervision in Europe." (September 1, 9:00AM)
The House Armed Services Committee holds a markup of H.R. 4350 (117), the
"National Defense Authorization Act for FY2022." (September 1, 10:00AM)
Veterans Affairs Department holds a meeting by teleconference of the National
Research Advisory Council. (September 1, 11:00AM)
The Center for Global Development holds a virtual discussion on "Resolving Today's
Global Health Crisis, and Avoiding Future Pandemics." (September 1, 11:00AM)
CSIS holds a virtual discussion on "the current state of the Marine Corps, future
demands, and the implications on force posture and force design." (September 1,
11:30AM)
Washington Post Live holds a virtual "Path Forward" discussion, on "Reclaiming
Personal Data" and "the dangers of personal data online" with James McKelvey, cofounder of Square, inventor, philanthropist, artist and author. (September 1,
12:00PM)
The House Homeland Security Committee holds a hearing on "Stakeholder
Perspectives on the Cyber Incident Reporting for Critical Infrastructure Act of
2021." (September 1, 12:00PM)
The Bipartisan Policy Center holds a virtual discussion on "Competition, Data
Portability, and Interoperability," focusing on issues of privacy and security.
(September 1, 2:00PM)
CSIS holds a virtual book discussion on "Rethinking Chinese Politics." (September 2,
9:00AM)
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