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Notable Headlines

Going into this weekend: Tech companies can’t ignore Labor Day anymore
House panel approves $25B boost for defense budget
 Louisiana delegation asks for additional relief funding after Ida
 Pentagon restarts 16 advisory boards after 7-month pause
 Plans to make women register for draft advance in policy bill
 Bidens visit wounded troops at Walter Reed
Sign of the times: How Government Can Address Growing Disaster Costs
End of an era: Inside the Final Hours at Kabul Airport
Commentary: The Goldilocks principle: Getting rapid contracting ‘just right’


Progress of the Biden Administration's confirmation process. For a more detailed breakdown, click
through the image to the Washington Post's confirmation tracker.

Budget & Appropriations

How progressives are preparing for battle over Dems' $3.5T megabill (POLITICO)
This fall marks progressives' biggest chance in years to advance their top political priorities. And
their off-the-Hill allies are gearing up for an intraparty showdown. Top Democrats are pushing to
resolve lingering House-Senate disputes and have the text of their massive social spending plan
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ready by Sept. 15 before passing that entire bill on party lines by Sept. 27. That's the deadline
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has set for a House vote on the bipartisan physical infrastructure bill the
Senate passed in August — giving progressive groups only weeks to defend key elements of the
up-to-$3.5 trillion package such as child care incentives and climate change action.
Dems dig in on debt as painful September looms (POLITICO)
Republicans raised the debt ceiling with minimal drama under Donald Trump. Now Democrats are
prepared to make them publicly refuse to do the same for Joe Biden. Senate Republicans are
digging in deeper and deeper in their resistance to raising the nation's borrowing limit, with 46 of
them vowing to oppose an increase this fall that will need at least 10 Republican votes. Yet
Democrats still plan to burn their most expedient ticket out of the debt mess, with no intention to
shift course and pass an increase along party lines.
Foreign aid for Afghanistan in flux after Taliban takeover (Roll Call)
At this point, there are more questions than answers around how the United States might
continue to financially support the Afghan people — roughly half, or 18.5 million, of whom already
are reliant on foreign aid. Those big policy questions include: the extent to which the Biden
administration might try to use foreign aid as leverage to persuade the Taliban to uphold human
rights, particularly with respect to allowing refugees to leave the country and allowing women and
girls to continue to pursue education and work opportunities outside the home. If foreign aid is to
be used as a carrot for the Taliban, how might its disbursement be structured? All at once or over a
period of months and years, in an attempt to encourage the Taliban to stick to a certain baseline of
behavior? Should some forms of foreign aid, particularly the most critical types of lifesaving
medicines like COVID-19 vaccines, be delivered regardless of Taliban actions? Should plans to
provide billions in annual security assistance to the now-evaporated Afghan army and security
forces be redirected as humanitarian assistance for the country’s citizens, particularly to take care
of the millions of internally displaced persons and refugees? Does additional emergency
humanitarian aid need to be appropriated by Congress? Or is there enough flexibility available
through previously provided funding to meet present needs while lawmakers finish writing their
fiscal 2022 State-Foreign Operations spending measures, which may not be cleared for the
president’s signature until the year is nearly over?
CBO Expects $200 Billion From IRS Boost, Below Biden Targets (WSJ)
The Biden administration’s proposed $80 billion boost for the Internal Revenue Service’s budget
would yield $200 billion in new revenue over a decade, according to a Congressional Budget Office
estimate released Thursday. That figure demonstrates the significant potential from ramping up
tax enforcement but is also more than 36% below the administration’s own estimate. Democrats
are planning to expand the IRS as part of the $3.5 trillion legislation they aim to push through
Congress this month. They seek to rebuild the tax agency’s ability to enforce the tax code and
police tax cheating. That capacity has shrunk dramatically after a decade of flat or declining
budgets. The administration’s plan would double the IRS’s staffing and encourage the agency to
audit more high-income taxpayers. The IRS expansion was also supposed to provide money to help
Democrats pay for some of the rest of their agenda, including extending the expanded child tax
credit and creating a paid-leave program.
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Aerospace & Defense

The US Navy is combining diver teams as it readies for future wars (Defense News)
A port of vital interest to the U.S. military is bombed and destroyed in a future great-power battle,
with sunken ships and piers in the water blocking access for ships trying to resupply American
forces. Navy Seabee divers and salvage divers are scattered across the theater conducting smaller
missions, but the fight can’t continue until this major job is done — the underwater wreckage
cleared and the port infrastructure rebuilt so resupply at this hub can resume. In this worst-case
scenario for the U.S., the only way to get the port operating again may be to integrate the usuallyseparate divers — underwater construction and salvage — into a single unit unlike anything the
Navy has fielded in the past. That’s the scenario the Naval Expeditionary Combat Command has in
mind as it prepares for future wars: it will almost certainly have to disaggregate the forces, but if
the adversary hits a strategic hub, the command may not be able to wait until an entire salvage
company or an entire underwater construction team can aggregate. The divers may need to be
cross-trained, or at least familiar enough with each other’s missions and procedures to help out in
a dire situation. This focus on interoperability has driven two recent diving operations that
integrated components of Underwater Construction Team 1 and Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 2
into a “blended unit of action” that can take on complex underwater missions.
Air Force chief software officer knocks DoD as he departs (Air Force Times)
The Air Force’s chief software officer Nic Chaillan announced his departure in a blistering online
post Thursday that criticized senior leaders for not taking IT modernization seriously and
hamstringing senior IT leaders. While Chaillan listed accomplishments in the LinkedIn post from his
three years with the service — ranging from cybersecurity reforms to new cloud platforms for
software development — he wrote that his departure from federal service comes amid
frustrations with the department’s commitment to basic IT. In his post, Chaillan wrote of a “lack of
response and alignment is certainly a contributor to my accelerated exit.” “With my 22 years of
expertise running IT innovation, I was underutilized and poorly leveraged by the DOD, as most of
my time was wasted trying to convince folks to engage with me and consider more relevant and
efficient solutions, while I watched as they continued to deliver capabilities that do not meet the
basic needs of our warfighters,” wrote Chaillan, who joined the Air Force in August 2018. “The DoD
should stop pretending they want industry folks to come and help if they are not going to let them
do the work. While we wasted time in bureaucracy, our adversaries moved further ahead.”
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13 US lawmakers back Lockheed-Aerojet merger in new letter (Marine Corps Times)
A bipartisan group of 13 lawmakers is calling on the Pentagon to support Lockheed Martin’s
proposed $4.4 billon acquisition of rocket maker Aerojet Rocketdyne, according to their letter,
obtained by Defense News. Government approval of the takeover, under review by the Pentagon,
is “in both our national security interests and the U.S. taxpayers’ best interest,” says the Aug. 31
letter to Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen Hicks. The letter, led by Reps. Steve Womack, RArk., and Marc Veasey, D-Texas, comes weeks after Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., wrote to the
Federal Trade Commission to question the proposed merger. Raytheon Technologies, based in
Warren’s home state, has said it would challenge the deal with regulators, voicing concerns that
Lockheed, a top competitor, would absorb a key supplier of its solid-fuel rocket motors, stifling
competition in the missile market. The proponents argue in their letter the merger would “restore
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competitive balance,” following Northrop Grumman’s acquisition of another major rocket
propulsion firm, Orbital ATK. They signaled support for Lockheed’s plan to follow the same
template as the Northrop-Orbital deal.
NASA wants you for a one-year Mars mission simulation (Marine Corps Times)
NASA is currently recruiting candidates for a new mission that will simulate a yearlong stint on
Mars. And veterans, according to one transition expert, are ideal for the program. Dubbed the
Crew Health and Performance Exploration Analog, or CHAPEA, the mission will commence Fall
2022 and is scheduled to comprise three one-year missions that aim to address issues that may
potentially arise during long-term spaceflight missions to Mars and the moon. According to its
website, NASA designed the mission to simulate “effects on the body similar to those experienced
in space, physical, mental and emotional.” Each of the three missions will be made up of four crew
members living in a 1,700-square-foot, 3D-printed module called Mars Dune Alpha. The module
will be designed to imitate conditions and challenges future Mars mission personnel could face.

Advanced Technologies

Turbulence in a NASA contract to build a new lunar landing vehicle (FNN)
If they can put a man on the moon, how come NASA can’t line up its appropriations and its
acquisition strategy for a new landing vehicle? A series of protests over a $3 billion award to
SpaceX has turned up a lot of issues, as the Federal Drive with Tom Temin heard from Smith
Pachter McWhorter procurement attorney Joe Petrillo. GAO looked at this solicitation and even
though it expressed a clear intent to award two contracts and a preference for doing that. NASA
also was honest and saying that it was, that approach was contingent on having sufficient funds,
and they didn’t have the sufficient funds. So offerors were warned at the outset that it might only
be a one award situation.
House committee fears gap in industrial capability to power laser weapons (Defense News)
The House Armed Services Committee adopted an amendment into its markup of the fiscal 2022
defense policy bill that would make the Pentagon report on its investment strategy for developing
power and thermal management systems that enable laser weapons. “The [c]ommittee notes with
concern the recent decision by a major defense contractor to exit the Directed Energy Mobile
Short-Range Air Defense program following repeated failure of its power and thermal
management system,” the amendment, submitted by Rep. James Langevin (D-Rhode Island),
states. Defense News first reported Northrop Grumman was no longer in the running to build a DE
Maneuver-SHORAD prototype for the U.S. Army. While testing the 50-kilowatt laser module on the
weapon late last year, a fire broke out related to the power and thermal management system
integrated onto the platform. Similar problems cropped up at a checkout of the system in January
ahead of shoot-off schedule for the spring at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma.
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Georgia cyber incubator tries to stoke military innovation (C4ISRNET)
The Georgia Cyber Center, a public-private collaboration to strengthen cybersecurity, wants to
help improve the way the military develops technology. The two-building campus in this city about
two hours outside Atlanta started with $106 million from the state as it tries to create a reputation
as a “Silicon Valley of the South.” Companies, academic teams, and federal and state government
entities — including varied defense contractors and some military satellite offices — rent spaces
and collaborate in hopes of leading a revolution in cybersecurity. While adopting a startup
mentality and fostering a more creative space than standard-fare government buildings might
seem trivial, some have said such efforts are important to attracting and retaining talented people,
as was the case with the Air Force’s Kessel Run software facility in Boston. Toler said the Georgia
Cyber Center was designed specifically so it doesn’t feel like a government building.
NSA awards $2 billion high-performance computing contract (C4ISRNET)
The U.S. National Security Agency awarded Hewlett Packard Enterprise a $2 billion contract for
high-performance computing capabilities the agency needs to meet its artificial intelligence and
data analytics requirements, the company announced Wednesday. Under the 10-year contract,
the intelligence agency will pay to use HPE’s high-performance computing technology as a service.
As part of the contract, HPE will build a new service that includes a combination of its Apollo data
storage system and ProLiant servers, “which ingest and process high volumes of data, and support
deep learning and artificial intelligence capabilities,” according to a company press release.

Military Installations & Communities
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US Army Wants to Put Facial Recognition in Daycare Centers (Defense One)
Army contracting officers posted a solicitation to SAM.gov for a vendor capable of developing a
facial recognition and video analytics system and integrating that with the Fort Jackson CDC’s
closed-circuit television system. If successful, the system will be used for “monitoring the health
and well-being of children in the CDC,” according to the performance work statement. “The use of
close-circuit television video-recording is common in CDCs for security purposes, however these
feeds are not continually monitored during all hours of operation in live time,” the solicitation
notes. “Instead, CDC staff log scheduled hours by watching the live video feeds periodically
throughout the day for the mandated metrics.” The center is hoping adding video analytics to the
CCTV system will allow for continuous monitoring of students, “used as an addition to the human
CCTV monitoring,” and capable of automatically alerting staff to situations as they arise. The
current contract opportunity is to pilot such a system at the Scales Avenue CDC at Fort Jackson,
Columbia, South Carolina, “to demonstrate success or failure for implementing commercially
available video analytics and other artificial intelligence approaches to existing camera systems,”
the solicitation states.
'Forever Chemicals' Found in Groundwater Near Military Bases Threaten Great Lakes
(Military.com)
High levels of toxic, widely used “forever chemicals” contaminate groundwater around at least six
military sites in the Great Lakes region, according to U.S. Department of Defense records that an
environmental group released Tuesday.The Environmental Working Group said PFAS, an
abbreviation for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, have oozed into the Great Lakes
and pose a risk to people who eat fish tainted with the chemicals. Pentagon documents show at
least 385 military installations nationwide are polluted with PFAS, mostly from firefighting foam
used widely in training exercises, the group said. “If you are relying on well water and are near one
of these bases where PFAS has been confirmed in the groundwater, you should be concerned,”
said Scott Faber, senior vice president of government affairs. “And you should be doubly
concerned if you are near one of the hundreds of bases where PFAS is suspected but not
confirmed."

In the Senate Appropriations Committe MilCon report, the Committee highlighted the need for NextGen
Data Transport Architectures and similar technology to be included in the "Base of the Future" concept

20,000 Afghan evacuees housed at military bases in five states: report (The Hill)
Internal federal data shows that, as of Wednesday, about 20,000 Afghan refugees are being
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housed at military installations in five U.S. states, while 40,000 others remain at overseas bases
awaiting processing, CBS News reported after reviewing the information. Eight military sites in
Virginia, Wisconsin, New Mexico, New Jersey and Indiana are tasked with offering temporary
housing to Afghan refugees, such as those who helped the U.S. war effort and others who may be
at risk. The sites can reportedly house about 32,000 people, but officials hope to increase that
number to 50,000 by Sept. 5. The figures were not reported previously and help clarify where part
of the roughly 124,000 people the U.S. evacuated have been located.
DoD backs away from plan to merge commissary, exchange systems (Air Force Times)
Defense officials have backed off plans to consolidate the commissary and exchange systems,
according to a new DoD report citing flaws in their previous recommendations about the benefits
of a merger. Such a plan would actually cost an additional $1.5 billion, according to a new DoD
report to Congress, signed Aug. 23 by Virginia Penrod, acting under secretary of defense for
personnel and readiness. The previous analysis, completed in 2018, had a “single-minded fixation”
on cutting costs, diverting the focus away from the customer, the new report stated. “Successful
retailers are currently focused on digitization and the customer.” DoD “has determined that the
2018 [business case analysis] recommendation to consolidate the resale organizations is not
feasible, and no longer supports such a consolidation,” concluded the report to Congress.

Homeland Security

DHS worried Taliban takeover could inspire extremist violence in US: report (The Hill)
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) officials are reportedly concerned that far-right extremist
groups inspired by the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan could carry out violent attacks in the U.S.
John Cohen, the head of the DHS Office of Intelligence and Analysis, said on a call with local and
state law enforcement officials Friday that white supremacist and other violent extremist groups
have been "framing the activities of the Taliban as a success," according to CNN, which obtained
the conversation. Cohen also reportedly noted that the groups have held discussions on the "great
replacement concept," the belief that an influx of Afghan refugees or other immigrants could
threaten the standing and power of white Americans.
FEMA Makes Changes to Individual Assistance Policies to Advance Equity for Disaster Survivors
Today, FEMA implemented three immediate changes to reduce barriers to access experienced by
underserved populations through programs that provide individual assistance to disaster survivors.
FEMA will now accept a broader range of homeownership and occupancy documentation, and
expand the forms of assistance offered to survivors. These changes to FEMA’s Individual
Assistance program will help to ensure equal access is available to all survivors through FEMA
programs. “Our Department has an obligation to ensure we provide equal access to disaster relief
and assistance to all survivors who are in need,” said Department of Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro N. Mayorkas. “Equity is a cornerstone of our homeland security mission and in all of our
work we must reach minority communities, the disadvantaged and the otherwise disenfranchised.
The changes we are announcing today reflect our commitment to always do better in achieving
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this moral imperative.”
DHS Announces Senior Cybersecurity Appointments (HS Today)
David Larrimore is named as Chief Technology Officer for DHS, a role he previously held at the
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) component between 2016 and 2019. Between federal
appointments, Larrimore was Lead Solution engineer at Salesforce. Prior to his move to ICE, he was
a Cloud Strategist at the U.S. Department of Agriculture and an IT Manager at the General Services
Administration. Larrimore has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Visual Communication from Salisbury
University. DHS also announced that Robert Costello has stepped into the role of Chief Information
Officer at the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency. Costello previously spent nine
years at U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), most recently as Executive Director of the
Office of Information Technology’s Enterprise Networks and Technology Support Directorate and
Acting Executive Director of the Border Enforcement and Management Systems Directorate. Prior
to joining CBP, Costello was the Director of Network Engineering at ICE. He left CBP in March this
year and has returned to federal government after a brief spell in the private sector. Costello is a
U.S Air Force and U.S Air Force Reserve veteran. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Organizational Leadership from Fordham University.

Transportation & Infrastructure

Electric Vehicle Industry Would Get Boost From Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal (Bloomberg)
The transition toward electric vehicles received a boost with the Senate’s passage of a bipartisan
infrastructure bill that included myriad provisions that would increase funding and policy support
for the domestic electric battery and vehicle industries and for the buildout of a national electric
vehicle charging network. While the legislation tries to solve some of the long-standing challenges
that have inhibited widespread adoption of electric vehicles, it falls short of what President Biden
has argued is needed to meet his goal of net-zero emissions for the transportation sector by 2035.
The 5 most important areas affecting the eV industry are: charging infrastructure, DOT standards,
pre-mile user fee, utility rate reforms, and electric batteries.
Infrastructure bill mandates new technology to prevent drunk driving — here’s how it would work
(MarketWatch)
With more than 2,700 pages of text, the bipartisan infrastructure bill is chock-full of provisions —
including one that mandates new technology to prevent drunk driving. Such technology, says one
auto-industry executive working to develop it, involves breath-based or touch-based sensors that
function without drivers having to do anything differently as they start their engines. “It’s novel
technology that will be able to measure your either breath or blood alcohol concentration — very
rapidly with high precision and accuracy — without you doing anything that you aren’t doing now,
when you’re interacting with your car,” said Robert Strassburger, president and CEO of the
Automotive Coalition for Traffic Safety, a group based in the Washington, D.C., area and made up
of the major automakers, including Ford F, -0.38%, GM GM, -0.27%, Chrysler parent Stellantis
STLA, +0.72%, Toyota TM, 0.64%, Volkswagen VOW3, -0.49% and Honda HMC, 0.49%.
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Infrastructure Bill Has $20M for Deadly Stretch of Hwy 41 (GVWire)
The Central Valley is set to benefit from the $1.2 trillion infrastructure bill being debated by
Congress. While specifics are still being worked out, local leaders relish receiving tens of millions of
dollars for road and highway projects. Leading the request list is $20 million to expand a dangerous
stretch of Highway 41 southeast of Caruthers from two lanes to four lanes. But as nothing is set in
stone, California’s representatives in the House and Senate also are angling for millions more for
water and airport projects. The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act passed in the House of
Representatives in July and in the Senate on Aug. 10. However, because the Senate changed the
bill so much, another House vote is needed. A final vote is expected by Sept. 27. “There’s a number
of ways in which this bill is considerably different. I mean, basically, the size of it is three times
what we’ve seen in the past,” said Robert Phipps, deputy director of the Fresno Council of
Governments.
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What’s In The Broadband Component Of The Infrastructure Bill (Forbes)
$42.45 billion to states and territories to focus on unserved and underserved areas of the country.
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At least $100 million is reserved for each of the 50 states. It is important that this money remain
technologically neutral, going to the technology that states and local leaders choose as appropriate
for their communities. An earlier version of the bill had discriminatory provisions which would
have privileged government networks over private ones, an anti-competitive action. From an
economics and digital rights perspective, the closer the money is to the end user, the better. As
such, the bill wisely provides a $14.2 billion subsidy directly to qualified low-income users. This is
an extension an FCC Covid-19 program now permanent as the Affordable Connectivity Fund, which
provides a $30 discount on service for qualifying households and can be used for the consumer’s
choice of plan. This will offer an important opportunity to study consumer choice. Many
broadband advocates assert that consumers must have the highest speed to use broadband, but
data shows that people chose lower speeds that is sufficient for their needs. Speed requirements
are some of the dumbest parts of federal policy because it suggests that bureaucrats know better
than end users.
How New Orleans’ infrastructure held up to Hurricane Ida (Quartz)
But the city’s extensive flood protection measures withstood the storm. A $14.5 billion storm
protection system, built by the US Army Corps of Engineers after the city’s levees catastrophically
failed in 2005 during Hurricane Katrina, includes taller levees, seawalls, floodgates, pumps and
drainage. The new system, designed to withstand an intense storm like Ida, survived. The success
of New Orleans’ storm protection system was undercut by the failure of its central electricity grid,
which poses a lasting threat as the city deals with sweltering heat. It underscores the fact singlepurpose infrastructure projects like storm barriers no longer make the cut. As storms and fires
grow stronger in a warming world, so must the entire of infrastructure, including roads, power,
buildings, and people need to be made resilient enough to withstand disasters. Planning for such
massive improvements requires a coordinated effort across multiple agencies and levels of
government.

Biotechnology & Healthcare

China’s amassing of genomic data highlights global biotech race (Roll Call)
“Losing your DNA is not like losing your credit card.” That little-noticed warning from the top U.S.
intelligence office came in February, alerting Americans of the risks of inadvertently handing over
their genetic codes to China. Unlike a misplaced credit card, lost DNA cannot be replaced, the
Office of the Director of National Intelligence said in the bulletin, adding that Beijing, as part of its
quest to become a global leader in biotech, is aggressively collecting large quantities of genomic
data from around the world. To meet the surging global demand for tests as the COVID-19
pandemic spread last year, one of the leading Chinese biotech firms, BGI, sold test kits to 180
countries and established labs in 18, the lead spy agency says, warning that the genetic data it was
collecting could be flowing into Chinese databases. Although there are no Chinese COVID-19 test
labs or kits in the United States yet, China is seeking Americans’ genetic data either by acquiring
U.S. genomic sequencing companies or by buying a stake in popular genetic testing companies
such as 23andMe. Beijing also has been partnering with U.S. hospital chains to provide cheap
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genomic sequencing services, according to the agency and a recent report by the U.S.-China
Economic and Security Review Commission.
U.S. to invest $3 bln in COVID-19 vaccine supply chain -White House official (Reuters)
The U.S. plans to invest $3 billion in the vaccine supply chain as it continues to work to position
itself as a leading supplier of vaccines for the world, a top U.S. health official said on Thursday. The
funding, which will begin to be distributed in the coming weeks, will focus on manufacturers of the
inputs used in COVID-19 vaccine production as well as facilities that fill and package vaccine vials,
White House COVID adviser Jeffrey Zients said during a news conference. "The investments we are
making, the $3 billion, are in U.S. companies that will expand their capacity for critical supplies,"
Zients said. He added that areas of focus will include lipids, bioreactor bags, tubing, needles,
syringes, and personal protective equipment. The White House has not yet selected specific
companies to receive the funds.

Defense Health Agency formally establishes Low Country Medical Market (DVIDS)
The Low Country Market was introduced Sept. 2 in an establishment ceremony hosted by the
Defense Health Agency (DHA) and Winn Army Community Hospital. Defense Health Agency
Director Lt. Gen. Ronald Place and Col. Julie Freeman, who is both the Medical Department
Activity-Fort Stewart and Winn Army Community Hospital commander, participated in the DHA
Market Establishment Ceremony today on Fort Stewart, unfurling the new DHA Low Country
Market colors. Speaking at the event, Place said after the transition, the goal remains the same -
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supporting warfighters and caring for patients. He said the transition helps that mission by creating
a flexible, integrated healthcare system that best supports the operational demands of the
Department, and it meets the needs of our patients. “While organizational relationships may
change our collective mission does not,” Place said. “Our mission to sustain a medically-ready force
and a ready medical-force is still the reason we're all here.”

Climate & Development

House Armed Services Committee advances critical PFAS actions, cleanup funds (EWG)
The House Armed Services Committee is expected as early as this evening to advance the National
Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2022, with critical provisions for the Pentagon to address
the “forever chemicals” known as PFAS. The legislation includes a dedicated $549 million for the
Defense Department to clean up PFAS contamination that is widespread at bases throughout the
U.S. It also includes important mandates for the Pentagon to protect service members and defense
communities, such as testing for PFAS at bases and buying goods that are PFAS-free. “Thanks to
bipartisan efforts, Congress remains as determined as ever to reduce needless exposures to toxic
PFAS and help combat the ballooning PFAS contamination crisis at military bases and nearby
communities throughout the country,” said Scott Faber, EWG senior vice president for government
affairs.
Opec member urges oil producers to focus more on renewable energy (The Guardian)
The finance minister of Iraq, one of the founding members of the global oil cartel Opec, has made
an unprecedented call to fellow oil producers to move away from fossil fuel dependency and into
renewable energy, ahead of a key Opec meeting. Ali Allawi, who is also the deputy prime minister
of Iraq, has written in the Guardian to urge oil producers to pursue “an economic renewal focused
on environmentally sound policies and technologies” that would include solar power and
potentially nuclear reactors, and reduce their dependency on fossil fuel exports. Along with the
executive director of the International Energy Agency, Fatih Birol, he wrote: “To stand a chance of
limiting the worst effects of climate change, the world needs to fundamentally change the way it
produces and consumes energy, burning less coal, oil and natural gas … If oil revenues start to
decline before producer countries have successfully diversified their economies, livelihoods will be
lost and poverty rates will increase.”
Climate Change Is Bankrupting America’s Small Towns (NYT)
It’s been almost five years since Hurricane Matthew flooded this small town on the coastal plain of
North Carolina. But somehow, the damage keeps getting worse. The storm submerged Main Street
in four feet of water, destroyed the town hall, the police and fire departments, and flooded almost
a quarter of its homes. After two weeks underwater, the roads buckled. The school and grocery
store shut, then didn’t reopen. When Hurricane Florence submerged the same ground two years
later, in 2018, there was little left to destroy. What started as a physical crisis has become an
existential one. The town’s only factory, which made vinyl products, closed a few months after
Matthew. The population of around 1,000 fell by about half. The federal government tried to help,
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buying the homes of people who wanted to leave, but those buyouts meant even less property
tax, tightening the fiscal noose.
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