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This weekend, please join TRG in remembering and honoring all whose lives were lost and
affected by the 9/11 attacks.

Notable Headlines

Reflecting this weekend: They Created Our Post-9/11 World. Here’s What They Think They Got
Wrong.
OMB publishes zero trust draft strategy
Biden expands vaccine requirements in bid to rein in Covid
 Capitol Hill battles brain drain
 White House yanks its pick as top guns regulator
 DOD Launches Centers of Excellence at HBCUs
 America’s New Stealth Drone Appears To Be Operational Near China
What's coming in September: What to know about the big budget battles in Congress
Space spending: Space Force expects $1 billion in contracts in first year of Space Enterprise
Consortium Reloaded



Progress of the Biden Administration's confirmation process. For a more detailed breakdown, click
through the image to the Washington Post's confirmation tracker.
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Budget & Appropriations

Biden wants to force Republicans to vote on the debt ceiling, sensing they’ll cave (POLITICO)
President Joe Biden is treating the latest Republican threats over the debt limit like a bluff. And the
entire party, from congressional Democratic leadership to the top brass at the Treasury
Department, is calling them on it. Multiple Democratic sources on the Hill and with knowledge of
the White House’s thinking said the administration wants to include a suspension of the debt limit
— a legal cap on how much the U.S. can borrow — in a continuing resolution to fund the
government. Such a bill, which Congress is expected to consider as early as this month, would
require 60 votes to pass in the Senate, meaning at least 10 Republicans would need to vote to
advance the measure. To challenge those Republicans, Biden is also calling on Congress to include
funding for hurricane relief in the bill, and Democratic leadership has continued to shoot down
questions about possible alternative legislative vehicles in recent conversations with members and
close allies. Including a debt limit increase in Democrats’ pending party-line reconciliation package,
for example, is one option. But the White House and Democratic leaders are not entertaining it at
present.
White House Seeks Continuing Resolution With $6.4B For Afghan Refugees (USNI)
As part of the continuing resolution, the administration is seeking $6.4 billion for the ongoing
effort to resettle Afghans who were evacuated during the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan. “We
urge Congress to appropriate $6.4 billion to enable the success of this multifaceted, historic
mission. The majority of the requested funds are for DOD and State to support processing sites
overseas and in the United States and U.S. government transportation for our allies and partners
between processing sites and the United States,” Young wrote. “The funding request also includes
support for humanitarian assistance through State and [the U.S. Agency for International
Development] to Afghans at risk in the region and targeted funding to [the Department of Health
and Human Services] and State to provide Afghans paroled into the United States with public
health screenings and vaccinations along with full resettlement resources and a path to enable
them to build successful new lives here.” Under a continuing resolution, the Pentagon’s funding is
limited to the prior fiscal year’s levels and the Defense Department cannot spend money on newstart programs. However, the Pentagon can provide a list of anomalies, or waivers, for programs it
would like exempted from the budget limitations.
Democrats eye new $1 billion effort to crack down on Big Tech in sprawling economic package
(WaPo)
The proposal, unveiled by a panel of House Democrats on Thursday, would set aside $1 billion for
the Federal Trade Commission to create a new digital-focused division that would police privacy
violations, cybersecurity incidents and other online abuses. The new spending could represent a
roughly 30 percent increase in the commission’s total projected appropriations over the next
decade — money that could add more legal firepower to an agency whose resources are badly
outmatched by many of the companies it regulates. Democrats announced their plan as part of a
broader effort to craft a roughly $3.5 trillion economic package that encompasses President
Biden’s fuller economic agenda. Party lawmakers envision the package as a sweeping overhaul of

mhtml:file://I:\~BOS_WEEKLY_INFORMATION\2021\September 10, 2021\Regional Co... 9/10/2021

Executive Insight Brief

Page 4 of 16

the country’s health care, education and tax laws, fulfilling promises they made during the 2020
elections.

Aerospace & Defense

Army Chief Calls for Afghanistan Review: ‘Let the Cards Fall Where They Fall’ (Defense One)
The Army’s chief of staff wants a review of the decisions that led to the fall of Kabul and the U.S.
military’s withdrawal. The last few weeks have been “heartbreaking” for soldiers who fought
there, including members of his own family, Army Chief of Staff Gen. James McConville said during
the Defense One State of Defense event, his first extensive public comments since the war’s end.
“Let the cards fall where they fall.” But the general also stressed that the Army and Americans
concerned about “forever wars” should be prepared for “infinite competition” against terrorism
and nation-states, and that leaders should reconsider what happens when American forces who
have trained and supported foreign armies are pulled out. “The capacity was there,” McConville
said of the Afghan armed forces who eventually gave up, and so was the equipment. But, he
continued, “did they have the will to fight” after 20 years?
One in Three Women in Air Force, Space Force Have Experienced Sexual Harassment (Defense
One)
One out of every three women in the Air Force or Space Force who responded to a wide-ranging
inspector general investigation reported experiencing sexual harassment during their military
career, according to a report released Thursday. The report is the second Air Force deep dive into
years’ worth of disciplinary, promotion, and retention data of its minority airmen and Guardians,
as part of a servicewide look at race and gender inequality in its ranks. Conclusions are based on
more than 100,000 survey responses from airmen and Guardians, and follow-up discussion
sessions across the force. “1 out of every 3 female military respondents and 1 out of every 4
female civilian respondents stated they experienced sexual harassment during their Air Force
career,” the Air Force Inspector General found. “For women, the most serious identified type of
harassment was sexual jokes that make them feel uncomfortable, followed by repeated attempts
to establish an unwanted sexual or romantic relationship and sexual comments about their
appearance or body,” the report found. “Women reported the most common negative responses
to a sexual harassment complaint was being treated worse or being blamed by coworkers (43%)
and being encouraged to drop the issue (38%). Approximately 22% of women were satisfied with
the complaint process overall.”
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Al Jazeera published a series of inforgraphics this week outlining US troop presence globally. Information
is based on data gathered by American University professor David Vine.

HOUSE COMMITTEE CLEARS RECONCILIATION BILL WITH $4.4 BILLION FOR NASA (Space Policy
Online)
A House committee approved $4.4 billion for NASA today as part of its $45 billion portion of the
Build Back Better human infrastructure bill. Over 30 amendments were debated. Several were
adopted, but none that affected NASA’s funding. The money is on top of NASA’s regular
appropriations. While good news, it is far less than the $15.7 billion NASA Administrator Bill Nelson
hoped to secure and none is for a second lunar lander for the Artemis program. Congress is
considering President Biden’s $4.5 trillion proposal to rebuild the nation’s infrastructure in two
parallel bills. A $1 trillion bill that funds roads, bridges, rail and other physical infrastructure
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projects has bipartisan support and passed the Senate last month. The remaining $3.5 trillion has
only Democratic support and funds social programs, climate change research and other priorities
that have come to be called human infrastructure. Since no Republicans support it, Democrats are
using a budgetary process called reconciliation that can pass the Senate with a simple majority of
51. It begins with passing a Budget Resolution that sets spending limits and directs authorizing
committees to write conforming legislation. That process is now underway.
To win battles of information, the US Army will need deep sensing and data handling (Defense
News)
In great power competition with advanced nations in the years to come, the Army expects to fight
conflicts from a distance, requiring it to fire across thousands of miles — both with conventional
weapons and electronic attacks. To do that, it needs to see across these distances to develop and
hit its targets. The PEO is “truly investing in capabilities that allow us to sense and then deliver
some effect based on that sensing capability,” Kitz said in a recent interview with C4ISRNET as part
of TechNet Augusta. “It’s really an exciting time for our PEO because none of these future
modernization priorities of the Army can really operate successfully without the enablers of these
sensor capabilities, whether that’s our sensor-to-shooter architectures, whether that’s our nextgeneration rotatory wing platforms or next-generation ground combat platforms, they’re all really
enabled by some of these sensors technologies that we’re investing in,” Kitz said. “Those
investments in sensor technologies would be moot without a commiserate investment in our
assessment.”

Advanced Technologies

L3Harris debuts Hawkeye terminal (Intelligence Community News)
On September 8, Melbourne, FL-based L3Harris Technologies announced that it has launched its
new Hawkeye 4 (H4) Lite Very Small Aperture Terminal (VSAT), which connects warfighters
virtually anywhere in the world. The H4 Lite is a mobile satellite communications terminal that can
rapidly deploy and maneuver across a complex battlefield, while providing high-speed data
communications for Internet, C5ISR and video transmission. This terminal, which is small enough
to fit into a suitcase, was designed for both mobile expeditionary teams and high throughput
command posts that require mission flexibility and seamless upgrades to emerging capabilities.
“The Hawkeye 4 Lite is the only available VSAT solution featuring the latest technologies in a
single, high-performance terminal with one-touch, auto-acquire and interference mitigation,” said
Jerry Adams, General Manager, SATCOM, L3Harris. “We‘ve invested heavily into connected
systems that enable the warfighter to make decisions faster, and the Hawkeye does just that.” The
terminal also includes L3Harris’ industry-leading Viewsat-E GUI and GATEKEEPER technology that
automatically monitors, detects and eliminates co-channel interference.
Pentagon seeks microbe miners to cut rare earth reliance on China (C4ISRNET)
Researchers at the Pentagon have launched a project that aims to extract rare earth minerals
critical for military technologies from domestic sources ― using microscopic bugs. The potentially
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revolutionary biotechnology doesn’t exist yet, but the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
wants to develop it as a step toward ending American dependence on China, the globe’s top
supplier of the minerals. DARPA’s director, Stefanie Tompkins, said at the Defense News
conference Wednesday she would determine whether it’s worthwhile on an industrial scale to use
microbes as biofilters. “From a DARPA perspective, we’re looking at: what are some of the barriers
for the U.S. to maintain dominance in rare earth processing,” said Tompkins, a former Army
intelligence officer and geologist who joined DARPA from the Colorado School of Mines.

Using Microbes to Mine Mars: The Future of Biomining

Northrop Grumman Demonstrates In-Flight Technology for Contested Space (The Defense Post)
Defense company Northrop Grumman announced the completion of a new data link technology
demonstration to connect a fleet of aircraft in contested airspace for a long-range command and
control network. The new technology is expected to make a significant contribution to the
Department of Defense’s (DoD) Joint All-Domain Command and Control (JADC2) initiative. Tom
Pieronek, chief technology officer and vice president for Northrop Grumman, described the new
in-flight technology as something that is “built on advanced low size, weight and power
electronics, enabling integrated and secure communications across domains supporting the DoD’s
JADC2 strategy.” In the demonstration, the high-endurance long-range aircraft Scaled Composites
Proteus was linked to the hybrid drone Firebird. The two linked systems performed a simulated
mission and connected back to a cloud-based 5G network testbed through a novel prototype
multi-level security switch.
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Military Installations & Communities

JBAB charter school opens after years of persistence by military and civilian parents (Military
Times)
Army Staff Sgt. Rosemary Okotie said she became “really excited” when she found out a new
charter school was opening on this base in the nation’s capital. Her daughter, Tega, 5, will attend
kindergarten, and 3-year-old twins Garen and Brume will attend pre-kindergarten 3 at the school,
which is within walking distance of their military housing. For many military parents, the quality of
their children’s school is a primary factor in where they choose to live. A number of parents at the
ribbon-cutting said the proximity of the school — within walking distance of their homes on base
— is hugely important.
Pentagon Asks Public for Suggestions on Renaming Bases That Honor Confederate Soldiers
(Military.com)
The Pentagon wants your help renaming military bases that commemorate Civil War Confederate
soldiers. The Defense Department’s commission created earlier this year to look into renaming
bases launched a new website Monday and is asking "interested citizens" for recommendations
and suggestions as it faces an Oct. 1 deadline to brief Congress on its progress. The suggestions will
be weighed by the Naming Commission chaired by retired Adm. Michelle Howard, which is focused
on scrapping and replacing names of iconic military bases such as Fort Bragg, Fort Benning and Fort
Hood, as well as ships and other property.
A day that forced change to military bases worldwide, including Fort Rucker (news4)
September 11th, 200, was a day where everyone came together, no matter their position. “That
morning, we were at the battalion headquarters, and we always had the TV on, big TV, in the
conference room... right there in the S-3 shop and suddenly... one of the guys come running into
my office and said, ‘Hey you’re not going to believe this, Sergeant! Someone just crashed an
airplane into one of the towers in New York,” explained John P Hendricks, Chief of IT Operations
for G6 on Fort Rucker, about that day, “And then a little while later, the second one hit, and then
we heard about the Pentagon, and then we heard about Pennsylvania aircraft.” America facing its
biggest threat yet. Military bases across the world were called to action. “The call came from the
Garrison Commander, Davis Tindell, and he said, ‘close the post down. time: now,” said Hendricks.
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TRG remembers and honors all whose lives were lost or affected 20 years ago tomorrow.

Department of the Air Force releases 2021 assessment of states’ support of military families (DoD)
The Department of the Air Force released its 2021 assessment that details how states provide
support to Air and Space Force families. The annual evaluation measured ease of licensure
portability across state lines and support for pre-kindergarten through 12th grade public education
surrounding installations. Since the first assessment released in 2020, the Department of the Air
Force, states and installation communities have diligently worked toward the removal of barriers
to military family readiness, which faces significant challenges due to frequent relocation. As a
result, more than 60 pieces of state legislation targeting military spouse licensure have increased
access to resources for military spouses, removed barriers, accelerated process timelines and
reduced costs. Additionally, states are increasingly working together to create and expand
interstate compacts and reciprocity initiatives that allow military spouses the ability to use licenses
obtained in different states than which they live due to military-driven relocation.

Homeland Security

NYPD Securing Potential Targets Around City Amid Louder ‘Call to Action’ from Terrorists
(HSToday)
A confluence of current events is leading the New York Police Department to treat this weekend’s
20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks as an “elevated threat environment,” Deputy Commissioner

mhtml:file://I:\~BOS_WEEKLY_INFORMATION\2021\September 10, 2021\Regional Co... 9/10/2021

Executive Insight Brief

Page 10 of 16

of Intelligence and Counterterrorism John Miller told reporters Wednesday. Miller stressed that
“there is no specific credible threat to 9/11 or the events around it,” but officials have “seen the
call to action this year be louder and better organized from terrorist groups than we have seen in
prior years.” “That is probably because this 9/11 remembrance marks the 20th anniversary, but it
also comes at the same time as the fall of a U.S.-supported government in Afghanistan, the return
of the Taliban, and other factors that are stirring those conversations,” he said. “We have noted in
our observations over those platforms more than a dozen significant propaganda releases, many
of them are geared toward English-language audiences, two-thirds of them coming from al-Qaeda,
which has suffered, along with ISIS, significant losses in terms of territory and command and
control over recent years.”
From Al Qaeda to QAnon: How the Department of Homeland Security has had to evolve since 9/11
(NBC)
When then-President George W. Bush commissioned the formation of the Department of
Homeland Security in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, he was clear about the new agency’s
top goal — to be “one department whose primary mission is to protect the American homeland.”
In other words, to prevent another foreign attack on American soil. Twenty years after the attacks,
DHS is now the third-largest federal agency, with nearly 230,000 employees, and is most visible for
its role in enforcing immigration laws at the southern border. This week, two former DHS
secretaries and current Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas reflected on the agency’s evolution and
whether the agency formed in the wake of 9/11 was built to respond to threats such as cyber
intrusion and domestic violent extremism, which they say now eclipse the threat of foreign
terrorist organizations. Michael Chertoff served as DHS secretary from 2005 to 2009 under Bush.
He was the second person to hold the post, and in those early years, he recalls, “we had to build
pretty much from scratch.”
The Business of Homeland Security Thrives in the Two Decades Since 9/11 (WSJ)
The world’s sole superpower in 2001, the U.S. had been cutting military spending for nearly a
decade before the terrorist attacks. Military spending as a share of gross domestic product had
shrunk to less than a third of its size at the height of the Vietnam War and less than half what it
had been in the Reagan years. Policy makers cast that reduction as a “peace dividend,” expressing
hope that the Cold War’s end would usher in an era of prosperity in which military outlays could be
redirected into social services and tax cuts. “9/11 changed the dynamic,” says Hawk Carlisle, a
retired Air Force general who now serves as the president and chief executive of the National
Defense Industrial Association, a trade group that represents the defense industry. A military long
focused on keeping the Soviet Union at bay, and briefly recast to center on peacekeeping and
humanitarian assistance, suddenly faced a very different mission: fighting terrorism at any cost.

Transportation & Infrastructure

DOD Initiative Gives Opportunity for Companies to Demonstrate 5G Tech Applications (GovCon
Wire)
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Traditional and nontraditional contractors play an essential role in the Department of Defense’s
experimentation program aimed at testing dual-use applications of fifth generation wireless
communications technology at military installations. Joseph Evans, who recently stepped down as
principal director for 5G at the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering after two years in the job, wrote in a LinkedIn post that public-private partnerships to
build or deploy 5G testbeds at DOD facilities nationwide would support prototyping of the
technology for military missions. “These programs are providing an opportunity for hundreds of
U.S. companies to demonstrate new 5G technologies and become even more globally
competitive,” Evans noted. In June, DOD announced its completion of the first progress activity in
the first round of its 5G-to-Next G Initiative. The initial network prototype is designed to comply
with the department’s zero-trust and connectivity security specifications and is intended for
deployment at Marine Corps Logistics Base Albany in Georgia.
House infrastructure bill includes over $3 billion for federal tech (FCW)
The House Oversight and Reform Committee voted to approve over $3 billion for federal tech
initiatives, including another billion dollar investment into the Technology Modernization Fund, on
Thursday. They're tucked into the committee's part of the budget reconciliation package
Democrats are using to enact the Biden administration's Build Back Better infrastructure agenda,
along with another bipartisan infrastructure bill. The committee voted to approve their committee
print after a markup on Thursday. "If the technology infrastructure for delivering federal assistance
is unreliable or unavailable, then no amount of policy or expertise, political will, or subject matter
expertise can save this nation," said Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Va.), chair of the Subcommittee on
Government Operations, during the markup. "These IT investments will modernize legacy systems
and help us craft the workforce we need to drive government into the digital government future."

Skilled Workers Are Scarce, Posing a Challenge for Biden’s Infrastructure Plan (NYT)
The infrastructure bill that President Biden hopes to get through Congress is supposed to create
jobs and spur projects for companies like Anchor Construction, which specializes in repairing aging
bridges and roadways in the nation’s capital. But with baby boomers aging out of the work force
and not enough young people to replace them, John M. Irvine, a senior vice president at Anchor,
worries there will not be enough workers to hire for all those new projects. “I’d be surprised if
there’s any firm out there saying they’re ready for this,” said Mr. Irvine, whose company is hiring
about a dozen skilled laborers, pipe layers and concrete finishers. If the bill passes Congress, he
said, the company will most likely have to double the amount it is hiring. “We will have to staff
up,” Mr. Irvine said. “And no, there are not enough skilled workers to fill these jobs.”

Biotechnology & Healthcare

Senate Democrats could send seniors $1,000 cash vouchers to buy expanded Medicare benefits
next year (Business Insider)
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Senate Democrats are weighing issuing millions of seniors up to $1,000 in cash vouchers in the
$3.5 trillion social spending plan so they can purchase new Medicare benefits next year while
they're set up, according to a person familiar with the talks. The person spoke on condition of
anonymity to share details of private negotiations. The Washington Post first reported the story.
Senior Democrats haven't finalized an amount, though $600 to $1,000 is the range under
consideration with figures still in flux. Senate Democrats are seeking to expand Medicare so it
covers dental, vision, and hearing benefits in their party-line social spending package, which they
will press through the reconciliation process requiring only a simple majority vote. It's a top
priority for Sen. Bernie Sanders, chair of the Senate Budget Committee, and it has support from
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer.
D.C. District Court Upholds HHS’s Audits of Hospitals’ Worksheet S-10 and Resulting Adjustments
When Determining Medicare DSH Payments (JD Supra)
On August 30, 2021, the United States District Court for the District of Columbia ruled in favor of
HHS and dismissed claims related to improper audits that resulted in adjustments to plaintiff
hospitals’ Worksheet S-10 that reduced the amounts of Medicare Disproportionate Share Hospital
(DSH) payments made by CMS. The plaintiffs are 48 hospitals eligible to receive uncompensated
care payments under the Medicare DSH provision of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act (ACA), codified at 42 U.S.C. § 1395ww(r). The plaintiffs’ primary challenge focused on HHS’s
allegedly improper implementation of a Worksheet S-10 audit protocol without promulgating the
audit protocol through notice-and-comment rulemaking. Historically, Medicare DSH payments
were calculated based on the number of days per year that the hospital served Medicaid and lowincome Medicare patients. The ACA revised the DSH payment criteria and limited administrative
and judicial review of CMS’s application of those criteria. The amended DSH criteria, which became
effective in fiscal year (FY) 2014, created two payments: an “empirically justified” payment equal
to twenty-five percent of the amount due to a hospital based on the pre-ACA formula and an
“additional payment” for uncompensated care based on a hospital’s estimated proportional share
of the uncompensated care of all disproportionate share hospitals. This additional payment is
calculated by multiplying three factors, which include an estimate of each qualifying hospital’s
proportional share of the total nationwide amount of uncompensated care (Factor Three). The
ACA also included a provision precluding administrative or judicial review for calculating the
estimates under each factor (Preclusion Provision).
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State-of-the-art CRISPR biotechnology startup Mammoth Biosciences turns to unicorn with $ 150
million in funding (Texas News Today)
India’s start-up ecosystem is doing very well this year, with 25 new unicorns as evidence. The now
coveted Unicorn Club after San Francisco-based Mammoth Biosciences raised $ 150 million in a
Redmile Group-led Series D funding round, including participation from Foresight Capital. With its
official entry into, other parts of the world have caught up. Senator Investment Group, Six Street,
Green Spring Associates, Mayfield, Dechen Capital, Plum Array, NFX. This brings the company’s
total funding to $ 195 million, including $ 45 million raised in November 2020. The proceeds from
the funding round were used to expand the toolkit for Mammoth’s next-generation CRISPR
system, especially in vivo gene editing therapy using a set of micro Cas proteins. We will also
continue to develop a CRISPR-based diagnostic platform.

Climate & Development

Pope Francis And Other Christian Leaders Are Calling For Bold Climate Action. (NPR)
The leaders of three prominent Christian denominations have issued an unprecedented joint
statement calling on people of all faiths to take action to halt the devastating impacts of climate
change. The statement from Pope Francis, Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby and Orthodox
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Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew — who collectively minister to more than a billion-and-a-half
Christian faithful — comes as the world's political leadership prepares for a major United Nations
conference on climate change, COP26, scheduled for early November in Scotland. "September is
celebrated by many Christians as the Season of Creation, an opportunity to pray and care for God's
creation," the letter said. "As world leaders prepare to meet in November at Glasgow to deliberate
on the future of our planet, we pray for them and consider what choices we must all make."
NYU to Join NSF-Backed AI-Based Climate Modeling Center (NYU)
New York University will join a new, National Science Foundation-supported center that will
develop the next generation of data-driven, physics-based climate models, with the larger aim of
providing actionable information for societies to adapt to climate change and to protect vulnerable
populations. The center, Learning the Earth with Artificial Intelligence and Physics (LEAP), will be
housed at Columbia University and is supported by a five-year, $25-million NSF grant. “The aim of
the new center is to combine artificial intelligence and climate modeling to better predict the
impacts of climate change around the world,” says Laure Zanna, a professor at NYU’s Courant
Institute of Mathematical Sciences and NYU’s Center for Data Science and co-director of LEAP’s
research arm.
Democrats Unveil Details of Sweeping Climate Change Spending Plan (NYT)
The coming weeks on Capitol Hill will be crucial to President Biden’s climate agenda, including
whether the president can credibly make the case to the rest of the world that the United States
will meet his promise to drastically reduce emissions that are warming the planet. In Congress,
details are emerging of the climate and clean energy policies in a sweeping $3.5 trillion budget
package that Democrats are drafting and hope to send to Mr. Biden’s desk by year’s end. As
progressive Democrats and Mr. Biden envision it, the budget bill, which would include a historic
expansion of social welfare programs, would also be the single largest piece of climate legislation
to pass Congress.
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