COUNTY OF YORK
MEMORANDUM
DATE:

October 13, 202 l

TO:

Melinda Trevathan, Animal Control Officer

FROM:

~

zynski, Fire Chief/ Director

SUBJECT: Letter of Gratitude

Attached is a copy of a letter from a York County citizen concerning your outstanding
care shown during a recent call.
Thank you for doing such a wonderful job.
asJ

Officer Mitch Monroe, Animal Services Supervisor
York County Animal Services
Department of Fire and Life Safety
301 Goodwin Neck Road
PO Box 532
Yorktown, VA 23690-0532
September 16, 2021
Dear Officer Monroe:
We would like to express our gratitude and admiration for one of your animal control officers, Ms.
Melinda Trevathan. We had the pleasure of meeting her on Monday, September 13th , when we made
a call for help. We had discovered a fawn in distress, caught between the bars of a wrought iron
fence at the entrance to Olde Port Cove.
She arrived very quickly, and immediately assessed the situation. Realizing its keen sense of hearing,
s ight, and smell, and that it would be apt to struggle and fight , the first step was to cover the
terrified fawn's head with a cloth. Right away, this reduced some of the stimulation that could have
led to greater panic. This fawn was definitely in a fight or flight mode. It had already injured itself
by trying to escape the wrought iron bars, and was obviously feeling fear, anx iety and stress.
My husband and I were (nicely) shushed, and I believe Officer Trevathan was most definitely
speaking softly and constantly to the fawn as she tried first to move it forward, then backwards
through the bars, careful not to cause further injury in her efforts. Very slow going. Clearly, this
release/rescue was not going to be easily accomplished.
Next possible step? Oil. Fortunately, we lived just around the corner, and a few minutes later
Officer T . was applying a light coat of olive oil to the fawn's sides. Who would have thought, olive
oil? Within moments, she was able to gently ease the fawn backward and out of the grip of the
bars. It took off at a run, hopefully finding its Mom and siblings which we had seen in the area just
a few minutes beforehand.
Officer T . was amazing to watch - very professional, very patient, and working with such compassion,
concern, and kindness for this helpless little animal. We were duly impressed with her tireless
attempts, and ultimate success.
Thus, we'd like to express our gratitude, and allow you to recognize that you have quite an
exceptional Animal Control Officer on the job. She made our day! Ours, and the fawn's ...
Sincerely,

~~~-fYL.
101 Port Cove
Yorktown, VA 223693
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Department of Fire and Life Safety

October 22, 2021
Tax Bills Have Been Mailed
But you don’t have to wait for the Post Office to deliver it! Your e-bill is now available
online. Be sure to sign up here for email notifications when bills are mailed and important
reminders from the Treasurer’s office. If you are having delivery issues with the United
States Postal Service (USPS), we ask you report this directly to the Post Office that services
your area. The Code of Virginia requires tax bills be mailed. There are more details on the
Treasurer’s Office website including how to track your USPS items and pay your bill online.
Payment is due December 5 (no interest or penalty occurs until after Monday, December 6).
Trick-or-Treat Hours and Ages
Dressing up and going door-to-door for treats is a
tradition for many families. This year, York County
recommends that children age 12 and under trick-ortreat from 6 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, October 31. The
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) believes that
children and their parents (or adult guardians) can safely
enjoy the occasion if they: incorporate a cloth or
surgical mask into costumes, trick-or-treat in small
groups outdoors or enjoy other outdoor activities, wash hands before eating candy, track local
virus transmission rates and take extra precautions where rates are high, and get a COVID-19
vaccine (ages 12+) and flu shot. More helpful tips are offered and can be found in this
week’s press release. Happy Halloween!
Celebrate Yorktoberfest at Riverwalk Landing on Sunday!
It’s a weekend filled with outdoor fun in Yorktown. On Saturday,
shop Yorktown Market Days from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. and pick up all
your seasonal favorites! On Sunday, sample more than 30 beers
(unlimited tastings), ciders, and more from Coastal Virginia during
YORKTOBERFEST, presented by the York County Chamber of
Commerce. With live music, beer classes, vendors, food, and
coffee—there’s something fun for everyone. Purchase tickets here.
This tented event is rain or shine. Want to read more about events in
Yorktown? Head over to the Visit Yorktown site for dates, times, and
more!

Fall is a Great Time to Enjoy the Outdoors
Tomorrow (10/23), a portion of the Colonial National Historical Park will be closed to
vehicles, allowing bicyclists, walkers, and joggers to enjoy the scenic parkway and fall colors
along with some exercise. Parkway Rec Day is from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. on the portion located
between 199/Kingspoint and Rt. 359 at Jamestown. Complete
details are available on the Colonial National Historical Park
website. Next Saturday (10/30), don’t miss the Bird Walk at New
Quarter Park (1000 Lakeshead Drive). Hosted by the Williamsburg
Bird Club, the walk begins at 8 a.m. Enjoy an exhilarating hike
through the park in search of the wide variety of feathered friends
who frequent the site. Register for the Bird Walk by Thursday
(10/28) on the Parks and Recreation website.
Calling all Teens: York/Poquoson 4-H is Starting a Club
Teens ages 14-18 in York County and Poquoson are invited to join this club. You can earn
community service hours, make new friends, learn leadership skills, discover scholarship
opportunities, and also earn hours for 4-H Junior Summer Camp Teen Counselors and
CIT’s. To register, visit the York/Poquoson Cooperative Extension website.
Additional Notes for the Week…..The Drug Take Back and Shred Event is tomorrow
(10/23) from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Public Works Building on County Drive (just off
Goodwin Neck Road). Bring your expired, unneeded prescription medications for safe
disposal. Turn in your personal papers for safe and easy shredding! More info is available on
the Waste Management Center website. Special thanks to the great bands who helped make
the 2021 concert season in Yorktown a big success! And thank you to all the fans who
came out to enjoy live music at the waterfront. We hope to see you in 2022!

Citizen News Weekly is compiled and published by York County Public Affairs each Friday to share news
and events with our citizens and neighbors. This weekly newsletter is placed on our website and delivered
directly to your inbox. Questions? Contact Gail Whittaker, Public Information Officer: (757) 890-3310 or
whittgl@yorkcounty.gov.

