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From the Desk of the Director:
From the Desk of the Director:
I can’t believe that we have already completed our first month of school! KUDOS! We are off
to a great start building our new community of learners. For many of us, we have experienced several 1st in September. It is some children’s first time playing with a group of
friends, riding a bus, and/or eating lunch in a preschool setting . Having a 1st is both an accomplishment and a milestone. As we continue our journey together this school year, I want
us to have 1sts, 2nds, 3rds, 4ths, and so on!
I am challenging you, to be committed and active in our program. There are several ways
you can accept this challenge. You can attend parent meetings, complete at-home learning activities, and talk
regularly with your child’s teachers. PARENT INVOLVEMENT and REGULAR COMMUNICATION between parents
and Head Start staff is the key to your child’s achieving success. Our goal is to develop engaged, enthusiastic
learners that will be ready for kindergarten.
As a parent, you know your child better than anyone else—you know your child’s strengths and weaknesses.

Share your knowledge to help teachers adapt lessons to match your child’s interests and learning style. Give
your Family Services Specialist ideas for parent training that can help you accomplish your goals. The more we
know about your family’s daily life, language, and culture, the better we can work towards meeting your family’s
needs.
Remember that we are here to support you, and your child is looking for you to share in their learning. We wish
you well, and we hope that you stay healthy and safe!

Amber Richey
Amber Richey, York County Head Start Director

Day

Date

Event

Friday

October 1

NO SCHOOL

Tuesday

October 19

SCHOOL CLOSED

Wednesday

October 20 @ 10:00 am

Policy Council Meeting

Thursday

October 21 @ 5:30 pm

Building with Dad

Education News

We are excited about the new school year and the opportunity to work with you and
your children. We are nearing the end of our first month of school, so you and your
child should be getting familiar with the routine of going to bed early and getting up
early!
Our teachers are completing assessments of the children, which allow teachers the opportunity to identify children’s strengths and weaknesses. Children are learning through
the study-based themes implemented by the classroom teaching team. Weekly classroom newsletters that are sent home outlines what children are learning and what is
happening in the classroom.
Education is important to all of us. When parents become active in the educational
goals of their children early in life, children are known to be successful in school. Remember, you are your child’s first and most important teacher. Let’s work together to
get your child off to an exciting “Head Start!”
If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher or call us at the Head
Start office at 890-3888.

**Facebook**
Like us on Facebook and keep up-to-date on all events and school closures.
https://www.facebook.com/YorkCountyVirginiaHeadStart

Welcome from the Family Services Team!
The Family Services team wants to stress to you how important your involvement is in your
child’s education. Research shows that parent involvement fosters better student and classroom behavior. Parents who participate in decision-making experience greater feelings of
ownership and are more committed to supporting the schools' mission. Lastly, research has
shown that parent involvement improves school attendance. As you can see parent involvement is a benefit for you and your child. The program has numerous ways in which you can
volunteer in the program. To learn how you can be involved contact your child’s teacher or
your family services specialist.

REMINDER
Please do not bring your child to school, if your child or anyone in your household has tested Positive to
COVID-19 or has potentially been exposed to COVID-19. Please do not bring your child to school, if your
child or anyone in your household is showing signs and/or symptoms of COVID-19. If there is a possibility that
your child may have been exposed to COVID-19, please contact Julie Conka, Head Start Health Services
Program Administrator, at 890-3888 to discuss your child’s health status before coming to school.
We want to do all that we can to continue to protect Head Start’s children and staff. It is a confidential matter
but it is our reality. We cannot protect your child, other children, and our dedicated team if we are not aware.
We ask that you please make us aware so that we can problem-solve together. It is the only way that we can
limit the spread of a virus that is changing everyone’s world!
Thank you for your cooperation. Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay well.
Head Start Management

