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Notable Headlines

There will be no EIB next week due to the holiday. Have a happy Thanksgiving!
Defense bill stalled in Senate over amendment dispute
 Drug overdose deaths top 100,000 for first time
 Why Healthcare Workers Are Quitting In Droves
 No Pentagon Wrong-Doing in Jan. 6 Reaction, Inspector General Finds
 New Federal Government Cybersecurity Incident Response Playbooks Published
Demo Day: Sappers blow up local water park — no, really
Black Friday Takes a Hit: Supply chain pain - Sonos can’t make enough speakers


Budget & Appropriations
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House, Senate will go to conference on R&D proposals (Roll Call)
House and Senate negotiators will soon go to conference in an effort to send bipartisan
legislation aimed at advancing U.S. competitiveness in science and technology to
President Joe Biden’s desk, Democratic leaders announced late Wednesday. But it’s
unclear exactly which pieces of legislation each body will bring to the conference. The
Senate in June passed legislation that would authorize around $200 billion in spending for
the National Science Foundation, the Energy Department and other government agencies
tasked with research and development in 21st-century fields of technology such as artificial
intelligence, quantum computing, robotics and cybersecurity. The Senate bill, backed by
Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer, would also approve $52 billion in spending to bolster
the struggling U.S. semiconductor industry. The bill, originally known as the Endless
Frontier Act, is now the U.S. Innovation and Competition Act, or USICA. But the House has
not passed a companion measure, with committee leaders opting instead to advance
separate bills that would add funding specifically for the Energy Department and National
Science Foundation. Those bills, which passed the House in June, are likely to make up
the centerpiece of the chamber’s contribution to the conference.
McCarthy derails Dem plans to vote on social spending bill Thursday (POLITICO)
House Democrats hit a temporary snag in their effort to pass the party’s expansive social
spending bill Thursday, waylaid by a multi-hour floor speech from the chamber’s top
Republican that drove debate deep into the night. The House is now set to vote on
President Joe Biden’s $1.7 trillion spending package on Friday, before lawmakers leave
town for Thanksgiving break. And House leaders are confident they have the votes — so
far vulnerable Maine Rep. Jared Golden is the only Democrat who is publicly opposed.
CBO finds social spending bill adds to deficit (Axios)
The Congressional Budget Office estimated Democrats' social spending bill would add no
more than $367 billion to the deficit over 10 years, an assessment expected to pave the
way for its passage by the House. The latest: The White House said in a statement after
the CBO report that it had updated its own estimates and now believed the package would
actually reduce the deficit by $112 billion over a decade. Between the lines: The CBO's
estimates in a summary released Thursday evening did not count revenue offsets from an
IRS funding provision, which could reduce the deficit hit to $160 billion.

Aerospace & Defense

Anchorage will be the new home for DoD Arctic Security Studies (Military Times)
The Defense Department announced Nov. 17 that Anchorage, Alaska is the sole candidate
city to host the Ted Stevens Center for Arctic Security Studies, the Department of
Defense’s (DoD) Regional Center for the Arctic. Defense Department Regional Centers
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are international academic institutions for bilateral and multilateral research and training
with the goal of building strong relationships with international security leaders. The
Regional Center for the Arctic comes on the heels of growing concerns that as the Arctic
warms, ice melts and shipping lanes emerge, the chance for conflict between nations in
the region could increase as well.

Biden Launches Arms-Control Talks with China, Warns Xi on Taiwan

US space industry ‘tactically strong’ but lacks long-term investment, new study finds
(Breaking Defense)
The space industrial base is “tactically strong” with high levels of capital investment and
innovation, but “strategically shallow” in that a lack of funding from US government
agencies, including the Defense Department, puts sustainment of the current boom in
question, according to a new study sponsored by the Pentagon’s Defense Innovation Unit.
“While the pace of innovation and investment in the U.S. is at an all-time high, participants
cautioned that this will not be sustained without strategic direction, robust adoption of
commercial space capabilities expressed in meaningful contract opportunities, strategic
workforce development, attention to fragile domestic supply lines, and addressing the
anemic funding to prototype, validate and accelerate the adoption of innovative and
disruptive space capabilities for national security,” the study finds.

F-35 faces stiff competition as European nations decide on future fighters

US Manufacturing Decline is Hurting National Security, Report Warns (Defense One)
Unless the federal government helps train two million extra workers by 2030 and spends
$100 billion annually to improve American manufacturing, the U.S. economy may become
unable to keep up with China’s national-security threats, a new think tank report warns.
The findings of a study conducted by the conservative Ronald Reagan Institute arrive as
supply chain meltdowns highlight the U.S. reliance on foreign-made items and the tired
American infrastructure that brings them from ports to domestic assembly lines. “Our
declining manufacturing competitiveness leaves America’s economic infrastructure and
defense capabilities underprepared for geopolitical events, global competition, and even
major armed conflict,” the report states. “To revive our manufacturing base and maintain
our edge as the world’s leading economy, the United States must employ innovative
thinking from both the public and private sectors.”
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Advanced Technologies

'Information Disorder' Is Biggest Social Danger, Commission Warns (Defense One)
The dangerous conundrum at the heart of our interconnected society is how to contain
disinformation and misinformation. “Information disorder is a crisis that exacerbates all
other crises. When bad information becomes as prevalent, persuasive, and persistent as
good information, it creates a chain reaction of harm.” That is the opening sentence in the
report released yesterday by the Aspen Institute’s Commission on Information Disorder.
The three co-chairs of the commission—Katie Couric, a TV journalist with decades of
experience; Chris Krebs, the first director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency; and Rashad Robinson, president of the advocacy group Color of Change—
introduced the report and discussed its recommendations in a webcast Nov. 15. “If we
want to reduce information disorder, there are structural changes that we can and must
make to our information ecosystem, and there are rules that we can and must implement
to better govern the decisions and behavior of information platforms and propagators,” they
said in their letter introducing the report.
For JADC2 to have a chance, DoD needs to get serious about data standards (Breaking
Defense)
The Pentagon is focused on making All Domain Operations, in all its various forms, come
to fruition. And few are as familiar with the issues involved as Robert Work, who served as
deputy secretary of defense from 2014-2017. In this op-ed, he is joined by Billy Fabian of
data firm Govini to argue for why the Pentagon needs to refocus its investments in this
critical area. We are past the tipping point where information and decision-centric
capabilities are more important instruments of war than kinetic weapons. That is to say,
victory in future high-intensity conflicts may no longer hinge on who has the best warships,
planes, and tanks, but rather on who can better harness information to act faster and more
effectively than their adversary. The Defense Department is betting that its emerging Joint
All-Domain Command & Control (JADC2) concept— which seeks to connect sensors,
deciders, and shooters from across all services and domains into a theater-wide, or even
global, battle network — will provide the US military with just such an advantage should a
war against a near military peer like China or Russia break out sometime in the future But
actually implementing JADC2 will force the Department to grapple with significant
technological and interoperability challenges.
These nuns could force Microsoft to put its money where its mouth is (Protocol)
Microsoft's lobbyists have been trolling the halls of Congress since before Mark
Zuckerberg was old enough to drive. Since the late '90s, the tech giant has spent many
millions of dollars every year to sway members of Congress on issues including antitrust
and privacy. Last year, for the first time in a decade, Microsoft quietly outspent even
Alphabet — and that's not including what Microsoft spent lobbying in states. Now, a group
of Microsoft shareholders, led by the Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace, is trying to force the
company to ensure the messages its lobbyists are sending to lawmakers in private match
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the promises Microsoft has been making in public. At their annual meeting later this month,
Microsoft shareholders will vote on a proposal that would require Microsoft to conduct and
publish a report detailing how its "direct and indirect" lobbying efforts align with the
company's professed values regarding artificial intelligence, public policy, human rights
and racial justice. "In general, transparency is all that the shareholders are asking for," said
Sister Susan Francois, an assistant congregation leader and also a former Portland,
Oregon election official.

Military Installations & Communities

New infrastructure package delivers significant wins for Louisiana’s
coastal communities

Army to Begin Forcing Out Soldiers Who Refuse COVID Vaccine, Including Guardsmen
(Defense One)
Soldiers who refuse to get the COVID-19 vaccine and have not requested an exemption
will no longer be allowed to re-enlist or be promoted, effectively ending their military
careers. The new directive applies to active-duty troops as well as reservists and National
Guardsmen, including those serving in states whose governors do not require the
vaccine. The Nov. 16 memo, signed by Army Secretary Christine Wormuth, says troops’
service records will be flagged the day they make their final vaccine refusal, which follows
a meeting with a medical professional and a secord order to get vaccinated. This flag will
bar them from being promoted, reenlisting, continuing to receive enlistment bonuses,
attending service-related schools, or receiving tuition assistance. “I authorize commanders
to impose bars to continued service…for all soldiers who refuse the mandatory vaccine
order without an approved exemption or pending exemption request,” Wormuth wrote in
the memo. “The Soldier will remain flagged until they are fully vaccinated, receive an
approved medical or administrative exemption, or are separated from the Army.”

Army Alaska sergeant dies in his Fairbanks home, second in a month

More Housing Money Coming as Pentagon Ponders Fix for Military Family Hunger
(Military.com)
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The Pentagon is increasing housing allowances and temporary lodging reimbursements to
military families as it grapples with food insecurity and hard economic times caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said Wednesday. Austin said he
ordered the department to come up with a new strategy within three months to help hungry
service members and their dependents. In the meantime, military leaders will get an
"economic security toolkit" on how to identify troops experiencing food insecurity and
connect them with resources, the secretary directed in a newly published memo. The
assistance comes as housing and rental rates surge in some military communities in the
U.S. due to shortages caused by COVID-19, and aid groups say many service members
have struggled to feed themselves and their families since the virus emerged in early
2020.

Hampton Roads Veterans Employment Center opens in Newport News

Fort Polk renaming process moves forward (KALB)
As mandated by the National Defense Authorization Act signed by President Joe Biden, a
naming commission has been tasked to provide Congress with recommendations
regarding the removal or renaming of bases, ships and other military assets that
commemorate the confederacy or those who voluntarily served the confederacy, which
includes Fort Polk. On November 18, 2021, the commission visited Fort Polk in a closed
meeting, only allowing key community leaders and stakeholders to attend. The main
purpose for this meeting was to gather both sides in order to discuss possible replacement
names for Fort Polk. Leesville Mayor and Fort Polk Progress Chairman Rick Allen attended
the meeting and gave us an insight of the names that were on the table to replace Fort
Polk. “They had a slideshow with some of the names like Eisenhower and General
Marshall,” Allen said. “Then there were some suggestions naming it after the military
values like Fort Warrior or Fort Freedom or Fort Courage or something instead of
someone.”

Homeland Security

Prince George’s County Students’ Social Media Under Surveillance By Local Homeland
Security (WAMU)
A couple of fights broke out in October at two high schools in Prince George’s County —
one at Suitland High School and another at Wise High School. In an email to parents that
was posted on Facebook, a school security official said the situation had been handled. He
added that the school system had reached out to the Homeland Security division within the
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Prince George’s County Police Department to help monitor social media for any
information that might alert officials to more possible fights. The move alarmed some
parents, as well as civil rights activists. Rachel Cohen, a reporter for the Intercept, had lots
of questions about the school system’s willingness to allow Homeland Security to surveil
students. She also wanted to know more about what law enforcement is looking for and
what they do with this information when it’s collected. “What was notable about learning
about it was how casually they mentioned they’d reached out to Homeland Security,”
Cohen told WAMU. “The Prince George’s County Public Schools’ spokesperson told me in
an email that they contact the office regularly for assistance when it comes to assuring
students’ safety.” A Prince George’s County Police Department spokesperson wrote in an
email to Cohen that when the department’s Homeland Security Division is “informed of a
threat of violence anywhere in our jurisdiction, to include county schools, HSD detectives
conduct key word searches on various, public social media platforms…the information
remains in the case file and an internal case tracker log that stays specifically within the
Homeland Security Division.” The spokesperson denied that the division’s searches violate
the 2019 ordinance regarding cooperation with ICE, claiming that no information is shared
with outside law enforcement agencies.

Homeland Security wants more troops at the US-Mexico border to help
operate blimps, congressman says

DHS Launches Portal to Recruit—and Retain—Cybersecurity Talent (NextGov)
Current Department of Homeland Security employees are not obligated to join the
department’s new Cyber Talent Management System, but they may want to consider it,
according to senior DHS officials. “The DHS Cybersecurity Talent Management System
fundamentally re-imagines how the Department hires, develops, and retains top-tier and
diverse cybersecurity talent,” Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas said in a
release Monday. “As our nation continues to face an evolving threat landscape, we cannot
rely only on traditional hiring tools to fill mission-critical vacancies. This new system will
enable our Department to better compete for cybersecurity professionals and remain agile
enough to meet the demands of our critical cybersecurity mission.” The department’s
CTMS has been eight years in the making. Today a rule establishing the new system takes
effect, and there’s a new website where those interested in exploring a different
government model of assessment and compensation for their cybersecurity work can apply
to be considered.

Additional Steps Needed to Protect Schools from Cyber Attacks, Says GAO
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Calibrating Domestic Intelligence at the 20-Year Mark (HSToday)
As the 20-year anniversary of the attacks on 9/11 passes, decision-makers are once again
faced with questions of “intelligence failure” and problematic information-sharing between
security entities. This time the questions are raised by the insurrection on January 6. Some
questions are how much and when intelligence agencies and law enforcement became
aware of plans for the insurrection, how well they shared this information, who acted in
response and how, and what, technology was used. As Congress begins its investigation
into those activities, we address some fundamental questions that have arisen in their
wake. The attacks on 9/11 catalyzed the creation of a new agency – the Department of
Homeland Security – which was a hastily organized amalgam of 22 disparate agencies. It
also introduced the term “homeland” in the security lexicon, and the topic of domestic
intelligence into the discourse on national security. Domestic intelligence is an
uncomfortable concept for many – traditionally, as the trope goes, intelligence is something
we do “over there,” not here in the United States, and certainly not directed toward
American citizens. By understanding the scope of domestic intelligence and the
complications that arise when collecting and analyzing intelligence in the United States, we
can better understand the evolution, current state, and potential future course of domestic
intelligence activities.

Transportation & Infrastructure

What the energy storage industry thinks about the historic, bipartisan
legislation

Biden drives electric Hummer, touts investments in Detroit (Roll Call)
“I’m a car girl. The president of the United States is a car guy,” Rep. Debbie Dingell, DMich., said at the grand opening ceremony for the Factory ZERO electric vehicle assembly
plant, which was the reason for Biden’s trip. “You should have seen him. He’s never
happier than when he’s behind the wheel of anything. But he loved the Hummer today.”
Dingell, a longtime General Motors executive before her election to Congress, spoke of
past visits to this specific factory as she celebrated its new chapter as an electric vehicle
plant. Those visits dated back to 1985, and when company CEO Mary Barra was the
manager. Barra and other members of the GM leadership team spoke ahead of the
president Wednesday, as did leaders of the United Auto Workers. Biden highlighted the
effort to upgrade the federal fleet of cars and trucks to new electric vehicles, as well as
efforts to deploy charging stations. “With this infrastructure law, along with my Build Back
Better plan, we’re going to kick-start new batteries, materials and parts production and
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recycling,” he said. “Boosting the manufacturing of clean vehicles, with new loans and new
tax credits, creating new purchase incentives for consumers to buy American-made, unionmade clean vehicles like the electric Hummer.”
Op-ed: The infrastructure law is a game-changer for one of America’s most crucial
economic regions (NBC)
Today, it can take a resident in Baltimore two hours to get to a job in D.C. by rail — or
more by car on a bad day, if they are fortunate enough to own a car or live near frequent
transit options. For Richmond residents and employers who need access to the D.C. metro
area, the options for commuting are even bleaker – relying on I-95 or the few viable transit
options, despite being a relatively short distance away. From talent and major corporate
headquarters to world-class universities and global reach, the Capital Region from
Baltimore to Richmond continues to stand out as a major part of the U.S. and global
economy. As the third-largest economic region in the U.S. and seventh-largest in the
world, we now have an opportunity to be the best place to live and work — and the most
inclusive region — in the nation. But our infrastructure has held back far too many of the 10
million residents who call this place home. A Brookings report earlier this year showed the
Capital Region has fallen behind our peers in terms of growth and racial inclusion in
educational attainment, employment, business ownership, wealth creation, and health
outcomes. The opportunities and unparalleled assets this region offers are out of reach for
too many of our residents.
Alaska needs more construction workers to get infrastructure projects off the ground (NPR)
Alaska will get billions of dollars from the infrastructure bill President Biden signed into law
this week. But to build the highways, bridges and water systems the money is intended for,
the state will also need workers, and those have been in short supply. Alicia Amberg,
executive director of the Associated General Contractors of Alaska, said the construction
industry needs to get more people into the building trades. “Workforce development is
going to be a huge, huge priority for us over the upcoming couple of years, really
promoting opportunities for craft careers, careers in the trades,” Amberg told reporters at a
news conference Wednesday organized by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce to support the
trillion-dollar infrastructure bill. Anchorage Chamber of Commerce President Bruce
Bustamante has high hopes for the apprenticeship programs organized by the state
Department of Labor.

Biotechnology & Healthcare
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At White House tribal summit, tribes discuss healthcare (KEVN)
The White House hosted the first summit of tribal nations since 2016. A big topic of
discussion at the summit was healthcare. The Biden administration is taking steps to
strengthen relations between the United States and Indigenous tribes. Earlier this week,
President Joe Biden said tribal lands have been continually underfunded by the federal
government. One of the areas of inadequate funding is Native healthcare, an issue that
Great Plains Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board CEO Jerilyn Church says needs to be
addressed in the future. “We’re hoping that what comes from this, is an understanding of
the unique challenges of providing healthcare in rural and frontier areas, such as our
reservations across the great plains,” Church said. While COVID-19 affected everyone, it
affected Native reservations particularly hard, and tribal governments say that there are
lessons to be learned from the pandemic. Church said that the biggest issues tribal
healthcare providers face now are vaccine hesitancy and fighting disinformation. “A lot of
folks think the vaccine only came about when COVID hit our nation when actually, the
vaccine had been researched years before that, leading up to its development.”
There's fresh drama around funding Puerto Rico's Medicaid program (WaPo)
In late September, the Biden administration quietly made a decision with huge implications
for Puerto Rico’s Medicaid program. Health officials interpreted language from recent laws
to mean the federal government must give at least $2.9 billion per year to the island’s
fragile safety net program. But the government’s watchdog says the administration is
wrong. In a legal opinion yesterday, the Government Accountability Office wrote those
payments shouldn’t have been allowed. But the determination is nonbinding, leaving
federal health officials to decide whether to reverse course or ignore the agency's
conclusion.It’s not yet clear which route the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
will take. The agency is reviewing the GAO opinion, a spokesperson said yesterday.
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Puerto Rico officials contend the funding should stay. “The Governor believes that HHS will
stand firm on its interpretation,” according to Carmen M. Feliciano, executive director of the
Puerto Rico Federal Affairs Administration. Meanwhile, Republicans quickly pounced. “The
Biden administration does not have the legal authority to make this funding permanent,”
Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), the top GOP lawmaker on the House panel
overseeing Medicaid, said in a statement.
Biden administration buys 10 million courses of Pfizer Covid treatment pill (NBC)
President Joe Biden on Thursday said the U.S. has bought 10 million courses of Pfizer’s
Covid treatment pill, an oral antiviral medication that was highly effective in preventing
hospitalization among high-risk adults in a clinical trial. The pill, Paxlovid, could
fundamentally change the fight against the virus, providing physicians with a drug that
patients can at take home after infection. A highly effective at-home treatment could help
reduce the stress that hospitals have faced throughout the pandemic, particularly during
the recent wave of delta infections. “My administration is making the necessary
preparations now to ensure these treatments will be easily accessible and free,” Biden said
in a statement. “This is positive news. This treatment could prove to be another critical tool
in our arsenal that will accelerate our path out of the pandemic.” Biden said delivery of the
pills will start at the end of this year and continue through 2022. Pfizer on Tuesday
submitted its application for the Food and Drug Administration to grant emergency
authorization for the pill. Paxlovid is taken in combination with a widely used HIV drug,
ritonavir.

50,000 Extra VA Patients Died in 2020 Compared to Normal, Study Finds

Climate & Development

Healthcare systems pledge action against climate change (NBC)
It’s an industry tasked with maintaining wellness, but it turns out the healthcare sector,
worldwide, is a major contributor to climate change -- and thus to the negative health
effects caused by rising temperatures and extreme weather. “A percentage of this is due to
the energy used to power, heat, and cool our facilities,” said Gregg Furie, MD, medical
director of Climate and Sustainability at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. “I would estimate
it to be a fifth of our total contribution.” The other 80 percent, Furie said, comes from the
products, pharmaceuticals and other items hospitals purchase to provide services to
patients. Taken together, that adds up to a hefty portion of the excess carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere that is trapping solar heat. “The healthcare sector contributes globally about
five percent of total greenhouse gas emissions,” Furie said.
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Watch These 5 Key Issues in 2022 to See if COP26 Climate Promises Are Kept (Scientific
American)
How much the world achieved at the Glasgow climate talks – and what happens now –
depends in large part on where you live. In island nations that are losing their homes to
sea level rise, and in other highly vulnerable countries, there were bitter pills to swallow
after global commitments to cut emissions fell far short of the goal to keep global warming
to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7°F). For large middle-income countries, like India and South
Africa, there were signs of progress on investments needed for developing clean energy.
In the developed world, countries still have to internalize, politically, that bills are coming
due – both at home and abroad – after decades of delaying action on climate change. The
longer the delay, the more difficult the transition will be.
A new map shows where carbon needs to stay in nature to avoid climate disaster (Science
News)
Over decades, centuries and millennia, the steady skyward climb of redwoods, the tangled
march of mangroves along tropical coasts and the slow submersion of carbon-rich soil in
peatlands has locked away billions of tons of carbon. If these natural vaults get busted
open, through deforestation or dredging of swamplands, it would take centuries before
those redwoods or mangroves could grow back to their former fullness and reclaim all that
carbon. Such carbon is “irrecoverable” on the timescale — decades, not centuries —
needed to avoid the worst impacts of climate change, and keeping it locked away is
crucial. Now, through a new mapping project, scientists have estimated how much
irrecoverable carbon resides in peatlands, mangroves, forests and elsewhere around the
globe — and which areas need protection. The new estimate puts the total amount of
irrecoverable carbon at 139 gigatons, researchers report November 18 in Nature
Sustainability. That’s equivalent to about 15 years of human carbon dioxide emissions at
current levels. And if all that carbon were released, it’s almost certainly enough to push the
planet past 1.5 degrees Celsius of warming above preindustrial levels.
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