Head Start Herald 2021
From the Desk of the Director:
From the Desk of the Director:
We are in the season of giving thanks, and we are truly thankful for our Head
Start students, parents, and staff. We care about the York County community,
we care about our team, and most importantly we care about our Head Start
families. We want the best for all of our students and we want each of them
to succeed!
As a program, we have two program goals that we work towards achieving.
Program Goal #1: York County Head Start program will strengthen parent engagement in all aspects of the program so that Head Start families will nurture their child’s learning and development in order for their children to be successful in kindergarten and beyond.
Program Goal #2: Head Start will strengthen transition and mental health/disability services
so that parents are empowered to support and advocate for their child’s learning and development as they transition to new learning environments.
To help us achieve these goals, we want you to take advantage of the activities that we offer. We
want you to achieve the education and family goals that you have set for your family. If you have
questions or want to learn more about how you can help us achieve our goal, talk with your Family
Services Specialist. At York County Head Start, our families and children succeed and learn
together!

Mrs. Amber Richey, Head Start Director

Bee Grateful
Develop an attitude of gratitude, and give
thanks for everything that happens to you,
knowing that every step forward is a step
towards achieving something bigger and
better.

We want to thank the Long & Foster York-Peninsula Office for their
generous donation of winter coats
for our Head Start students. The
winter season is approaching!
If your child needs a coat please
contact your
Family Services Specialist.

Day

Date

Event

Wednesday

December 1st @ 5:30 pm

Career Readiness Workshop

Thursday

December 2nd @ 10:00 am

EducaƟon Review Team MeeƟng

Monday

December 6th

Virtual Learning Day
(No In school instrucƟon)

Thursday

December 9th @ 10:00 am

Health Services Advisory CommiƩee

Wednesday

December 15th @10:00 am

Policy Council (Zoom or in person)

Thursday

December 16th @5:30 pm

Winter Event for all Sites

Friday

December 18th @ Dismissal

Winter Break Begins

December 20– January 3, 2022

NO School: Winter Break

**Facebook**
Like us on Facebook and keep up‐to‐date on all events and school closures.
https://www.facebook.com/YorkCountyVirginiaHeadStart

EducaƟon News

It’s hard to believe that December is already upon us. This is the month to complete parent/
teacher conferences. If your child’s teacher has not contacted you they will be shortly to set up your
first parent-teacher conference. These conferences are very important in helping you to learn
about your child's progression, so please work with your teacher to find an available time, that
works for both you and the teacher. During this conference, the teacher will share your child’s
strengths and some areas where they need to improve. Together, the teacher and you; the parent,
will set three goals for your child.
We will also be hosting a winter event for all centers. Join us in making crafts and spending
time with your child in a learning environment. As our students gear up for the winter break remember to keep learning at the forefront of their minds by playing games and spending time reading each day.
We would like to remind parents to send a coat, hat and gloves with your child daily. We will
go outside unless the temperature is below 40 degrees. Also, please send in weather-appropriate
clothing (ex: pants, sleeved shirts, socks) in case of an accident and cloths need to be changed. We
do not want to send them home in the cold air wearing shorts.
Thank you!

York County Head Start

Did you know?
As a parent, you are a vital leader in the success of your child’s early education program. Leadership can
happen in your home, your Head Start program, and your community. Small steps can lead to bigger
steps. Here are some ideas to help you get started.
If you have time, you can:
Take 15 Minutes
Talk to program staff about suggestions or concerns you have about your Head Start program.
 Ask program staff about opportunities to express these thoughts and ideas.
 Find out who your legislators are. Follow them on social media to learn about their priorities for children and families.
 Call to talk or send an email to your child’s teacher. Ask what you can do to contribute to the classroom.


Take One Hour
 Volunteer in your child’s classroom or attend an event at your Head Start program.
 Join a Head Start Parent Committee or attend a Policy Council meeting to share thoughts and ideas
about the program with program staff and community members.


Take One Day
Volunteer when your program organizes a family or community event. Make suggestions or offer to
lead an activity.
 Participate in your Head Start program’s efforts to influence state policy by sharing your story.

We are currently looking for more parents to volunteer for Policy Council. Policy Council members make important decisions that impact program staff, children and families. It meets the 3rd Wednesday of every
month at 10:00 a.m. Contact your family services staff if you are interested.

REMINDER
Please do not bring your child to school, if your child or anyone in your household has tested Positive to
COVID‐19 or has potentially been exposed to COVID‐19. Please do not bring your child to school, if your child or
anyone in your household is showing signs and/or symptoms of COVID‐19. If there is a possibility that your child
may have been exposed to COVID‐19, please contact Julie Conka, Head Start Health Services Program Admin‐
istrator, at 890‐3888 to discuss your child’s health status before coming to school.
We want to do all that we can to continue to protect Head Start’s children and staﬀ. It is a conﬁdential matter but
it is our reality. We cannot protect your child, other children, and our dedicated team if we are not aware. We ask
that you please make us aware so that we can problem‐solve together. It is the only way that we can limit the
spread of a virus that is changing everyone’s world!
Thank you for your cooperation. Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay well.

