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Recognizing the importance of being a healthy community, along with the opportunity to
be recognized for the current level of capability and care when cardiac events occur, a
number of entities have collaborated to seek HEARTSafe designation from the American
Heart Association. Among the entities involved are Sentara Williamsburg Regional Medical Center, Riverside Doctors’ Hospital, Peninsulas EMS Council, Williamsburg Community Heart Foundation, Greater Williamsburg Chamber of Commerce and the Chamber
Foundation (through which the HEARTSafe application will be submitted), the College
of William and Mary, as well as the first responder communities represented predominantly by the Fire/EMS agencies of James City County, York County, the City of
Poquoson, and the City of Williamsburg. An Oversight Committee has been established
with representatives from most of these groups. As the initiative moves forward, other
entities or organizations may be added.
The specific initiative was originally designated as HEARTSafe Williamsburg, but with
the regional nature of the project, it is currently being referred to as HEARTSafe Greater
Williamsburg. Additionally, the Greater Williamsburg Chamber of Commerce Foundation Board will serve as the fiscal agent (on behalf of all of the participating localities,
businesses, and organizations) for the HEARTSafe designation and for grant considerations.
I bring this to you as a matter of information since you may soon begin to hear more
about it. Once it is further developed, the group is expected to make a presentation to
you, and we will coordinate that at the appropriate time. At this point, there has not been
any local government monetary support requested or anticipated. There likely will be
some ongoing coordination and collaboration with our Fire/EMS forces and the programs,
as well as the technology they rely on, but this is clearly part of our mission anyway.
Both staff and I believe this is a positive initiative that will help our region continue to be
a healthy community and one which, through further outreach, technology advances, and
awareness, will certainly contribute to lives saved. We hope that you find this brief informative; and should you have any questions prior to the future formal presentation,
please feel free to contact me or Chief Kopczynski.
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Stephen P. Kopczynski, Fire Chief/Director

